
Gliding And
 
Soaring Schools
 

The h is to rv of train in g cente rs, as 
ca ptioned, is just a bo ut as o ld as 
g liding and soa r ing . That is, th e 
members of almost an y we ll-o rga n­
ized gro up of g lide r fa ns j us: nut urul ­
I~ g ra vila te towa rd helping one an­
othe r acquire a ll the ski l Is essent ia l 
to hein g a g lide r pil ot. The :-co pe of 
training in cl udes : 1- se and Ca re 
of Flying Equ ipmcnt; 2- Prepa ra. 
lion , Ca re and j\lai n tena nce of T ow 
Lin es : : ~ -Fli ght l nst rument s ; 4­
Use of Lannching Eq uip ment, winch 
tow (nsing en la rge d reel ) , a uto mo ­
hile tow , antom ohil e pull ey tow and 
a irp la ne tow plus fam iliarization 
with othe r ph ases of g ro und o pe ra ­
tions : S- P ra clice launch in gs: (~­

Ap proaches to, and act nul hu;d ings 
to a mark: 7- A ir pr actice ei the r on 
airplane Io w or in fr ee fligh t: H­
Soa r ing techniques ; lJ- Aeroha tics 
(no t for exh ib it ion purp oses } to 
fami liari ze stude n t with va r io us a tti­
tud es in whi eh a glider lIIa y safel y 
l l( ~ pl aced dnrin g flight. 

Th e So ar iug Soc iety of America , 
In c., cond ucted trai ning centers in 
the yea rs 19:) :) and 1();) i! a t Elmira_ 
New Yo rk, under re gula tions as 1'01­
1011' S: No s tude nt accepted unl ess 
phy si cally fit ; recom mend ed that 
stude nts take ph ysical exam ina tio n 
required of priv ate power-plane 
pi lo ts ; no flyin g unl ess head in struc­
to r on dut y; ope rat io n of tr aining 
cente r to he in stri ct co m pl iance with 
Socie ty contes t rul es and in acco rd­
an ce with re gul ati on s o f th e fed eral 
supervisory agency, the Civi l Aero ­
naut ics Administrati on . Co urses o IT· 
ered were : ] - Beginner 's co urse , tak. 
in g a st udent up to the point wher e 
::I60.degree turns co uld be per formed: 
2- Advanced course, for pil ots hav­
in g com pleted first ph ase, cons is ting 
of qu alifying fligh ts a t ai rpo r t usin g 
a uto mo bile tow, hill , ri dge, or mou n­
tain, launching with stra ight g lide 
to valley below, a soaring flight of 
five minutes o r more to qualify stu­

dent fo r "C' soa ring cer ti fica te, a fter 
wh ich another soa r ing /ligh t of fif ­
teen mi nutes was req~i rc lt 

Obvio usly th e sta nda rds se t fo r th 
ab ove iuvo lve co nside ra b le eq uip­
ment , personnel , and lannch in g a reas, 
with a ll thei r uuendun t ec ono mic 
pr oblem s. Ho wever, The So a r ing 
S ocie l ~- o r Ame r ica , In c.. recognizes 
th at there a re ind ividnal s interested 
in learni ng to g lide and soa r, no t 
aflili at ed with an associa tiou or cl uh. 
Couseq uen tly, the So cie ty list s in the 
19S3 "So uri na Dirccto rv " ava ilabl e 
soa r ing sch ool's as fo il 0'\\,,; : 1- Ver­
non L:' Atkins, Sa n ta Barl,a ra , Ca li ­
forni a: 2-G us Briegleb, E l i\l ira ge 
Fi eld. Adel a nto, Ca lifo rn ia : :) - Mo­
hawk Va lley via tion Co m pa ny, l nc., 
Harriman A ir po r t, No r th . darn s, 
Massach use lls ; !I·-Fred ltuhl c, Jr. . 
Fede ra l Heights Ai r po r t, Denver, 
Col o ra do : S- Ka r l A, Sc h a al" 
sch mi d t, Aero Park Airport, Pewau­
kee, Wisconsi n: ()- Schweizer Ai r­
craft Co r p. , E lmi ra, New York: 7­
J oe Steinha use r, l\l nndelein, Illi noi s. 
By reading het weeu the lin es of re­
ports emana ting f rom th e Soaring 
Asso ciation o f Ca nada, the possibi li ­
tv or a soa r ing schoo l. a t Kit ch en er­
\X'at erl oo Fl yi;; g Club. a p pea rs to he 
I!ood! 

Co mpletio n of a n advanced gl ider 
training co urse p rep ares one for par· 
tici pa ti on in th e sc ience-sport of 
moto rl css flyi ng on au interuut ion a l 
ba sis, such as a t Ma drid, Spain, in 
1952. wher e U.S.A. pil ot s competed . 
There is no qu esti on but that g l id ing 
and soa r ing ca n be a fador in enab­
lin g a ll nati on s to heller understand 
on e an oth er ! Thi s is best borne o ut 
by cons ide ri ng the study of meteor­
o log y-a 1110St impo rta nt suliject-i­
in cl nd cd in item eigh t of sco pe or 
trai nin g abov e, T o go ba ck a hit, we 
find Dr. Albert F. Zahm's tr eatment 
of "A eronauti c Me teo ro logy " in hi s 
hook " Aerial Navigation" puhli sh ed 
ill th e yea r 1911! F ive ch a pters a re 
de vo ted to the subjec t : " ge ne ra l pro­
perti es of f ree a ir : ge ne ra l di strihu­
tion of heat and pressure ; permanent 
and peri odi c winds; cycl ones, torna­

docs, w a t e r s p o u t s, thunderst orms, 
wi nd gus ts." Tod ay the gli de r stu­
den t has access to a worl d-wide sys­
tem of wea the r informat ion , and p ' 

co ntes ts thi s data is a vnil ah le Iro. 
the sa me sour ce the W right Bro thers 
nsed when th ey were det ermining 
wher e to co nd uct their fi rst g lid ing 
Hights, namel v, the .S . \\;leather 
Bureau. . 

At ea rly contes ts held a t Harris 
Hill , E lmira. New Yo rk, a g roup of 
sc ient ists from :VInssa ch use lls l nst i­
lute of T echnolog y, b y di recti on of 
Dr. C. G. A. ]{ossby, ~ n perv i sed b y 
Dr. Kar l O. Lange, assisted by Dr. 
Jloruce Byers, Gardne r Em mon s, 
Chr is Hurmuntas, F. A . A rsenu ulr, 
S teve Lichba u. Mr. Na llla is and Hen ­
ry ("H a nk" ) ' Harris [ power-pla ne 
pil ot of weather plane ) es ta h lished 
on Harris Hill a weather s ta ti on for 
g lider pi lo ts . In lat er years thi s sa me 
ser vice has beeu provid ed hy coope r· 
a tion of the U.S. \'<'ea th er Burea u's 
Bu rr Ie) \Viggin . Bef ore ea ch day 's 
soa r ing a ct ivit ies th e g lide r pil ots 
are bri ef ed hy th e wea ther fo reca ster 
as to when and wher e th e pot enti al 
soa ring co nd itions ma y he expecte d. 
Afte r each so a ring lIight pil ots are 
int errogat ed at th c next pil ot 's meet­
ing. a nrl fr om these indiv id ua l ex­
per ien ces student g lide r pil ots soc 
lea rn mor e of th e tech niques of soa'. , 
in g. Lat er, s to r ies of outstuudi ng 
soar ing Hights appear in " Soaring" 
th e J ournal of Soaring Society of 
America and her e a gain th e stude nt 
g lide r pil ot s ad ds l~ h is (o r her ) 
sto re of know le dge . 
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The citizens of Elmira extend their hospitality to you. 

I 
26 




