
Soaring Expeditions
 
And Sites
 

The first exp edit ion s to locate glid ­
in g and soarin g sites in the U.S. are 
credited to Octave Chan ute who es ­
tab lished a camp all the shores of 
Lake Michigan in the vicin it y of 
Benton Harbor; and the Wright Bro­
thers who traveled to Kill" Hawk. 
~ or t h Carolina, on the sho re of th ~ 
Atlantic Ocean . Since those pioneer s 
esta blished the practice of seeking 
out desi ra ble terr ain the science­
sport has developed to such a high 
plane of elliciency that a lmost an y 
place where space is available for 
la unching gliders may be said to be 
a "site." 

However , t he Dr. Wo l f ga n g 
Klemper er Expeditio n to nio ntowu, 
Penu svl vaui a. was the firs t of the 
ma ny "later-day endeavor s to locate a 
desirable lau nching site and took 
pl ace in 1929 . Th en Dr . Klemper er 
surveyed the terrain in the vicinit v 
of Nl:)[\vich, New York, and fina lly 
so ught a site in the vicini ty of EI· 
mira, New Yo rk ; with the resultant 
success of the fi rst nati ona l contes t 
tha t was conducted on the chosen 

e in 19:10. P art icipuuts in the 19:)0 
lei 19:"\1 nation a l contests, both hel d 

at El mira , left with the firm resol n­
tion that " back home" must be a 
site that a lso could be used . 

One of th c~ e grollps, the Hall e r­
Hawk Sa ilpl uue Company, consist­
ing of A. C. Hall er , Martin Sch emp p, 
Fritz Ackerman and Wolf Hirth were 
buildi ng gl iders at P itt sburgh , P en n­
sy lvan ia . Here an expedition was or ­
ganized and Martin Sche mpp mad e 
the first ther mal soa ring flight in th e 
vicini ty of P ittsburgh lat e in 1931. 
Th en in 1(X~ 2 the "ABC" Glidin g 
Club of Detroit, Mich igan, cond ucted 
a contest at the 'Vayne County Air­
port at Romulus, Michigan. 

In Se ptember of 19:); ; the du P ont 
Soa ring Expe diti on, spo nso red by 
Richard C. du Pont and directed by 
Arthur L. Lawrence. tra veled to 
Shenandoah National P ark to inves ti ­

gate a si te, di scovered by Colonel 
Dona ld Hamilton (U.S. Air Force ) 
at the BiD' Meadows sec tion of the 
pa rk over wh ich a rea Colonel Ham­
il ton and Ca ptain Halp h Barnaby 
( .5. Navy Hetired ) had soa red pr e­
viou sly in a Frankli n g lider. After 
severa l successful soa ring flights, 
agai n in a Franklin glide r, the du 
Po nt gro up was convinced that her e 
was no t on ly one soa r ing site but 
severa l. So on to \Va ynes!Joro, Vir ­
ginia, where headqua rters were set 
up . After severa l da ys of test soa rin sr 
flight s du P on t linall y soared in the 
Bow lus "Alba tross" from " ' ay nes­
bow to Frederick, Ma ryland, with an 
offi cial dista nce of 121 .6 mi les. A 
secon d exped itio n was spo nsored by 
the So a ring Society of Amcri ea in 
19311 to Big Meadows, Virgiuia and 
the results predicted by Lawrence, in 
an exce lle ntly pr ep ar ed repo r t whi ch 
ma kes instructive reading even toda y, 
were more than satis factory . 

Then came the Lewin Barringer 
Ex ped ition to Mt, Mo ngola near El­
lenvill e, New York, and a soa ring 
!ligh t of 154.54 miles. In rapid suc­
cession expeditions, simila r to tho se 
ab ove, wer e organiz ed hy individuals 
and groups in many states ; both on 
level te r ra in as well as on hills or 

mountain top s. An in dica tion of ac­
complishmen t fr om level. or airport , 
ter rain is the soaring fligh t of Ri ch ­
ard Joh nson from Odessa, Texas 
airport to Sa lina, Kansa s, an officia l 
distance of 5:j 5.169 miles whi ch is 
the wor ld 's record- another " firs t" 
for Texas Soa rin g Associa tion! Thus 
g lid ing and soa ring has arrived at a 
poin t wher e a ll tha t is needed is an 
airwort hy gl ider with a com peten t 
pilot at the contro ls, who is backed 
by tho rou gh in stru ct ion in soa ring 
techniq ues and meteo rol ogy plus 
modera te finances in ord er that h is. 
the pilot' s mind IIIay be completely 
at case while in free flight. 

Exper ience has proven that 1110st 
airports devo ted to commerc ia l pow ­
e r-pla ne flyin g are not suitable fo r 
the operation of extensive gl idin g 
activities. Of cour se, for the" more 
advanced soa ring pi lo t such an ai r­
port ma y be used occasiona lly pro ­
vided the fl ow of commercia l a ir ­
craf t is not interfered with. In the 
case where a gro up has an established 
a irpo rt devoted exc lusively to glider 
flying, everything else being eq ua l, 
such a site could he mad avn ilalile 
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