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The legend of Daedalus, the father , 
and Icarus, th e son, (whose name is 
perpetu a ted by the Icar ian Sea) so 
gra phica ll y set forth in Ovid's poem 
~ee ms to bea r out the saying " his to ry 
repea ts." Th ese two " pioneers," as 
the "s pecifica tions" in the poem reo 
late, fashioned wings of wax in order 
to esca pe f rom a pr ison on the Is land 
of Crete. s is of ten the case even 
today, the younger " pilot" sh rugged 
01T the suggestions and advice of the 
ol der " pi lot" by flying h igh and too 
'lose to the sun with the result the 

wings of wax were melted am} so was 
recorded the " fi rst fa ta l avia tion 
ac cident." 

The next glide r uctrvrty over the 
Island of Crete was re por ted by the 
lat e Genera l Hen ry ("I-la p") Arn old 
in 19'1 1 who went on to sta te : "The re 
came in glid ers a bou t five thousa nd 
, , . in \'ad~rs with light machine gun,.: 
ancl field pieces. Anyo ne \I ho doubt ed 
tha t the g lide r ha d a mi lit ar y usef ul­
ness has had that doub t dis pel led 
lo ng since by the ons la ught against 
Crete," Th us came th e answer to 
the question propounded fo r ) ears 
by those, who from thei r own exper ­
iences, knew the glider had u place 
in avia tion. onder Ral ph S. Barnab y. 
the . S. Na vy Dep artment had con­
d ueled an ex pe rimen ta l glid ing pro · 
g ra m at the I [avn ] Air Stat ion at 

P ensa col a, Florida . Th e U. S. Ar my 
Air Force had been p leaded, coa xed 
an d cajo led with , but al l to no avai l. 

Ea rl) in Ju ne, 1941, the Armed 
For ces began to act and aga in the 
Elmi ra , (1Tell' York ) Ar ea Soa rin g 
Cor poration and the Frank fort Soar­
ing Schoo l, a t J oli et, Illinois, wer e 
ca lled upon for hel p; to train offi cers 
in the a r t of gl iding an d soa ri ng ! 
Glider fa ctories bega n to set up pr o· 
duction ac tivities; Bowlu s Sa ilpla nes, 
In c., at Sa n Fe rna ndo , Ca liforn ia ; 
Schwe izer Aircra ft at E lmira, New 
Yo rk; Briegleb Air craft Com pa ny , 
Van N uys, Ca liforn ia ; Frankfort 
Sail pla ne Com pany at J oliet. l l lin­
ois : and L a i s t e r-Ka n f m a n a t St . 
LOI;is, Mo. T o bridge the ga p until 
manufactu rers could ge t their pro · 
du ction lines movin g the a rmed 
Fo rces pro ceeded to cut ofT civilian 
g liding and soa ring activity by pur· 
chasing a ll airworthy g lide rs . Lewin 
B. Barringer was ord ered to dut y 
an d in his ra pac ity as Maj e r. ha l" 
inu been Ion )! active in the Pe nn­
sy lvania Na tio ual Air Guard, ussum­
ed the resp onsib ili ty of coo rdina ting 
and developing the program. t the 
same tim e, Dona ld H amilton, a 01­
onel in the U. . i r For ce, handled 
the Army Air Cor ps end of the pr o· 
gra m for the Flying Tra iuing Co rn­
maud . Civilian contractors for glider 
/ligh t tr ai ning we re set up in hll~in es s 
and one of them a t T wcnt I' Nine 
Pal ms, Ca lifo rn ia, was cOln;nanded 
by Colon el F loyd Sweet of Elmira, 
Nell' Yo rk. 

To speed up the gl i d ( ~ r pi lot outpu t 
the a ir p lane manufacturer s were ca ll­
cd IIpon for a ss is ta n ce, Cha rl es 
Stan ton. then dmin istrntor fo r Civi l 
• ero nuu tics, drew lip a su ggested de­
sign, used hv Ae ro n c a Air cra f t. 
whi ch consisted of removin g th e 
po werp lan t and subs tituting a pil ot 
com pa rtme nt ; also involved were 
models by Piper Aircraft an d Tay. 
loreraft Compa ny . By th is time glid. 
er manufacturer s had go lle n int o fu ll 
swing and Schwe izer. Laister-Kauff'­
ma n. Br iegleb, F rankfort and P rat t­
Read makes wer e ava ila ble. 

Rich ard C. duPont 

T he last of the gl iders listed above, 
narn el v P ra tt-R ead, was the Navy's 
contribution to the up-swing in glider 
tra ining, man ufactured by the Gou ld 

eronuuticul Division uf P ratt-Head 
a t Deep Hiver, Connec ticut. Also un­
del' the ' avy Department was the 

.S. Marine's glider tra ini ng pro · 
gram con ducte d by Motor less Flight 
In st itute, l nc., with the ca pable sup' 
ervision of .l oseph Steinhauser at 
Chieago , Ill inois' Cl ide r port . 

Th e Ior cgoiu g program resulted, 
on the deb it s it]e, ill the loss of Lewin 
Barri nger , who was re ported as miss­
iu g whil e flying to the Eurupea' > 
T heatre of \Va r in h is ca pac ity 
described ab ove. [so the loss 0 

Hichard C. d u Pont, the seco nd of 
the finan cia l and technical s ponso rs 
of gliding an d so a ring, ( the first lIe· 
in g \Va rr cn E, Ea ton ) while ca rrying 
out his d uties assumed upon the 
dea th of Barringer. The cred it side 
of the ledger. at w ar's cud, revea led 
tha t thir ty-th ree tra ining gl ider (TG) 
mod els ha d been in lise ; resu lting in 
over a thousand cra f t l isted as gl id. 
ers. However. as the converte d air ­
pl unes were ou ly useful for cannibal­
is ing as rep lucemcut parts of ai r­
plan es, the number of gl ide rs declar­
ed sur plus and availa ble was ap pr ox· 
irnat cl y th rec h undr ed fif ty; Hrieg­
lehs, Frankfurts, Laister -Kaufl'man s, 
P rat t-Head s, Schweizer s a nd a few 
of the pr e,"'ar pr ivat ely-owned gli(l. 
ers th at had been purchased by the 
government. 

Chemung C ounty IS happy to welcome once again members of the 

Soaring Society of America . 
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