
Federal Supervision of 
Gliders and Glider Pilots 

All act "To Create a Civil Aero­
nautics A uthority, and to promote 
the development and safety and to 
provide for the regulation of civi l 
aeronauti cs . .. ma y be cited as 'The 
Civil Aeronautics Ac t of 1938'." It 
cr eated two federal agencies that 
supe rvise all gl ide r Hying : one, the 
Civil Aerona utics Board that prornul­
gales rul es and regulations ; two, the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
that enforces the foregoing. Civil Air 
Hegulations cover cert ificat ion, ident . 
ificution, and marking of aircraft 
and rel at ed products. Under this 
heading, type certificates, production 
certificates, aircraft and product 
identification and airworthiness cer­
tificates are handled. The letter "N." 
pr eceding num erals on wing surfaces 
and tail s urface" denotes United States 
registration ; and is followed by the 
registration number. Civil Air regu· 
lations also apply to pilots; as to 
age, citizenship, educa tion, phy sical 
standards, and aero nautical kn owl­
edge , ex perience and skill. 

To supplement the foregoin g Th e 
Soaring Society of America ha s a 
COl11 11l iUce of safe pra cti ces whose 
"duties are ... to seek out methods 
of ope ra tions and types of equip­
ment that are not considered tu be 
sa fe and fr ee from accid ental inj ur y 
to per sonnel or equipment and re­
commend and in sist on cha nges that 
will insure ac cid ent- fr ee ope ra tions." 
furthermore, all pil ot contestants at 
national contests are required to have 
a Federal Pilot Certifica te a ppro­
priate for the type of gl ider HOII"II 
and for the type of Hying if other 
than no rmal visua l-contact Hying. 

In tho se states having aeronautical 
commissions. adhcrance to such state 
rul es and regulations as exist a re al so 
required to he complied with hy th e 
"S. S. A." 

Based on the phrase, " and to 
pr omote the development of civil 
aer onautics" the Civilian Pilot Train­
ing Program, a tempora ry agency 
within the Civil Aer onautics Admin­
istration authorized an expe rimental 
gliding and soaring Hight training 
program, to be sta rted not later than 
June 20, 19:39, and to be com ple ted 
within three weeks. 

The Soaring So ciety of America 
and the Frankfort, Michigan School 
of Soaring wer e requ ested to submit 
bid s for the soaring tr aining of 
twelve pilots who had been grad ua ted 
fr om "c. P. T. P. " power-plune 
fligh t scho ols. The soa ring course in­
eluded g round schoo l in struction , an 
ai rport gliding check-out course and 
soa ring, incl uding all methods of 
launching gliders. Students IIpon 
completion of the co urse would have 
ea rn ed a private g lide r pil ot certifi­
cate and also a " C" soa ring certifi­
ca te, whi ch twent y stude nts uccorn­
plished l 

Th e "S. S. A." conducted school at 
Harris Hill through the cour tesy of 
the Elrni ra Area Soaring Corpora­
tion. Th e Frankfort Schoo l, mention­
ed above, uti lized an a irpo rt that had 
been developed by the citizens of 
Frankfort. W ar clouds appearing on 
the hori zon br ought ab out a cessation 
of thi s traini ng pr ogram which, if 
continued, might ha ve a voide d the 
cos tly and so metimes tr agic glider 
tr aining program of the armed for ces 
which was sta rted a " bit too little­
a hit too late." 
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