
Regional Soaring Contests 
Since 1930 a national soa ring con­

test ha s bee n co nd ucted d ur ing th e 
ummer months. T o date ou ly two 

s ta tes have been th e scene of s uch 
co ntes ts : New York (Elmi ra ) a nd 
T ex as (G ra nd P ra irie a nd Wieh ita 
Fall s ). Obvio usly with so mu ch time 
in between national COli tes ts soaring 
pil ot s ge t a bit impatient. So th e 
' oa r ing Society o f Am eri ca sa nc tio ns 

co ntes ts held in many s ta tes ; and a t 
vario us times of th e yea r. 

Annua lly at T orrey Pines, Cali­
Iornia. in th e month of February, th e 
P acifi c Coast Mid ·Win te r So a ring 
Cham pio ns h i ps ha ve been held . The 
s po nso rs of thi s contest ha ve been 
th e Associa ted G lid ing Cl ubs of 
So uthe rn Calif'o rnia and the San 
Di ego Junior Cha m be r o f Co mme rce. 
Th e principal a wa rd h as been th e 
J ohn Montgomery lVlemoria l T rophy 
g ive n in memor y of th at p ion eer 
g lide r designer, builder a nd pilot. 
Se ven teen glide rs flown b y nineteen 
pil ots mad e one hundred tw ent y-six 
winc h and airplane tow s a nd a to ta l 
of on e hundred six hours o f flying 
logged recentl y. 

For th e pa st few yea rs at Da yton , 
Ohio, th e Dayton So a ring Society 
assisted in s tag ing a n A nn ua l Wri ght 
'Iemor ia l Gliding Con tes t. The co n­

test s were spo nso red hy Da yton 
Sq uad ro n N umber On e, Air Fo rce 
Ass ocia tio n. S ponso rs o f even ts a t 
the con test we re Boe ing Air p la ne 
Co m pa ny, Dougl us A i r cra f t Corn­
pany and Service Distrihuting Corn­
parry of Daytun. Ga sol in e for th e 
" tugs" has been donated hy She ll 
Oil Compan y, 

A ;-'Iid·South Sca ring Cha m pion. 
shi p Contest , h eld at S ta rkv ill e, Miss· 
issippi, s po nso re d by the Junior 
Cha m be r of Com me r ce of that citv 
produced many interesting resulL ~ . 

Aga in in Ca lifo rn ia , in S a n I oa­
quin Vall ey, the Shaf te r Soar ing Con ­
test produced alti tud es o f over seve n 
thousand feet , duration o f ove r five 
hours, di stances over six ty mil es. and 
a goa l.and. re turn ni ght of ei ghty 
mil es. 

Mid·West So aring Co nt es ts s pon­
so red b v T o ledo Glidin <T Cl ub have 
had a I ~ng prod uct ive hi story. Each 
yea r more p ilots and sa il p la nes a re 
entered . ulIicien l cas h do na tio ns 
I rom To ledo co rporations a nd in d io 
viduals enab le th e T ol edo Cl ub to 
offse t expen ses. 

A Pacifi c N o rth wes t Regatta, held 
at rlingt on , Ell ell sburg a nd Hich­
la nd , Washingt on (S ta te) a tt rac ted 
pi lot s from a ll parts of th at se ctio n; 
and at El Mirage, Ca lifo rn ia Hegatta, 
ninet een pil ot s and elev en sa ilp la nes 
co m pe ted to dose o ut a con tes t th at 
s ta r ted in a March weekend a nd co n­
tin ued for a total o f six week ends. 

The a nn ua l " S no w-Bird" co n tes t 
held over th e Thanksgivin g weekend 
o n Harris Hill, E lmira, New York, 
uuract s g lide r pil ot s fr om man y 
s ta tes on th e Eas t Coast. an d has beeu 
held ea ch yea r since 19:-:\8 exce p t for 
th e war yea rs . 

~'Ian y a re th e mem o r ies of so a r ing 
con tes ts sponsored by th e Detroit 
,l idi ng Co unci l . Si tes a t S lee p ing 

Bea r D une, Empire, Mic h iga n, and 
Fra nk fo rt, M i c h i g an, resulted in 
much activity. Fo r g ro ups of g lid ing 
an d soa ring pilots seek ing va cation ­
land , th ese s ites a wa it their co m ing. 

G lider pil ot s from th e New York 
City a rea utilize th e Wit. Mon gola 
s ite for many contests . A lso th ey 
ha ve stage d man y co n tes ts at th e pop­
ular \V urtsb o ro. Ne w York a ir po r t 
and so a r ing rid ge with mu ch success, 
Ano the r ac tive gro up s po nso r ing th e 
Northe as te rn State Contest is th e 
Hoch cst er, Te ll' Yurk S oa r ing Cl ub . 
This g ro u p o pe ra tes a t Genesee Air­
port. 
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The T ex as SOH r ing Ass ociatio u has 
s uccessf ull v co nd uc ted con tes ts at 
Gra nd Prai ri e, Odessa a nd Wichita 
Fall s. Man v are th e records th at ha ve 
been set and brok en; al so th ese con ­
test s a ttruc ted g lide r pil ot s from 
man y parts o f th e world. 

The S oa r in g Associa tion of Ca nada 
\Iith faciliti es a t W a te rl uu-We ll ing . 
Ion airport is looking forw ard to 
more f requent parti cipation b y g lider 
pilots From th e Sta tes . A co n tes t 
;;ta ge d at th e s ite in 1951 had s ixty . 
five pilo ts in a tt enda nce with thirteen 
gliders. Tot al flight time was on e 
IlIIndred ei ght Y 'lIi~ e hours. 
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