
Annual National Contests 
\Vh en a na tiona l soaring co ntes t 

was first co ns ide red , th e q ues tio n of 
a suita b le launching site a rose . A I· 
thouali much soaring had been ac­

t:> • • 
co rup li shcd a broad th e orr ginato rs 
of th e id ea for a nati on al con tes t in 
th e United S ta tes wer e of the opin ion 
that s lo pe soaring was th e fi rst s te p 
in devel oping th e scie nce-spo rt of 
g lid ing and soa r ing in thi s co un.t ry. 
Dr. Wo lfga ng Kleiupere r was as,nq n. 
ed the task of deciding up on a si te 
for a contes t and he made ex pe d itio ns 
to severa l parts of th e co untry. 

Finall y th e dec isi on was made to 
test the hill s o f Che m ung Co unty, 
New York. in a nd a ro und E lmira. 
So to E ln;ira ca me Dr. Kl emperer 
to meet She rman P . Voorhees, Chai r­
man of th e Associatio n of Co m me rce 
Ae ro na utica l Co mmittee, and Wa r re n 
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E. Eaton who had been del egated to 
prep are data relati ve to th e possibili­
ties of conduc ti ng th e first national 
contes t in th e vicinity of E lmi ra. 
Th eir information so imp resse d 
Kl emperer that afte r an on-the -spo t 

I 
inv esti gati on of th e terrain he was 
convince d that her e was th e local e 
comparable to what he, Kl emperer 
had heen familia r with in Ge r ma ny. 
Of co urse, terrai n a lone wa s not th e 
com plete ans we r, as such an under­
taking required finan ces plus a gro up 
willing to underwrite th e ex pe nse in­
vo lve d . Both of th ese factors wer e 
conside re d and agree d up on a nd so 
Kl emperer a dvised J. K . (J ack ) 
O' ;Vleara. who was th en a t Akron. 
Ohio to come to Elmi ra a nd make 
an e~p lorato ry soa r ing flight. 

In Jul y, 1 9~~ O , O' iVleara a rr ived in 
Elmira, and guide d by Mr. Voorhees, 
drove at once to the farm of th e 
\Val8h siste rs a to p So uth Mountain 
overl ooking the va lley of the Che ­
mung River and the City of E lmi ra . 
New York. A will in g crew of local 
citizens assi st ed O'Mearn in assemb­
ling hi s Baker-Mcivlillan " Cade t" g li­
der. In a sho r t time th e g l ide r was 
ready for launching and again local 
vo lun tee rs a rg ued for th e " privi lege" 
of stretch ing th e rubber "rope" in 

slin g-shot or vee form. The launching 
wa s s uccess ful and th e vo lun tee rs 
stepped hack to wat ch "a g lide to th e 
vall ey !" On e hour and thirtv-eigh t 
minutes later O' Meara land ed. 

Wolf Hi rth 

Du rin g th e 19 30 contes t at E lmira , 
N ew York. \Volf Hirth of Germany 
(co nsi dered th en as even now, one 
(;f th e world 's most accomplish ed 
soari ng pilots ) said fo r Ch emung 
County' s possibilities as a permanent 
soaring si te : " favo ra b le terrain and 
pr ev a iling wind conditions ... hill s 
are heavil y-wooded and th er ef or e 
sto re up heat ... thi s energy rel ea sed 
toward evening ca using thermal up· 
cu r- re n ts . . . th e very hest soa r ing 
terrain is found on th e st eep and 
hi gh rid ges east of Ho rseheads ... 
1 heli eve. a new world's endurance 
record mi ght have been made, if th e 
flights co ul d have heen ext ended into 
th e ni zh t. .. first time tha t such a di s-

t? 

tan ce Righ t (S outh Mountain to Ap­
paluchin , New York ) wa s accornp­
lish ed under a blue skv without the 
help of a si ngle clo ud -. . . my m a­
chine was pu sh ed upward with s uch 
for ce that the wings bent a nd I was 
pressed into th e cock pit ... it is not 
10 0 dillicult to make world 's record 
for a lti tn de and endurance at E lm ira 
.. . th er e is al so the possibility o f • 
making a di stance re cord . . . thi s 
possih'ilit y is cons ide rah ly more than 

1S th aI o f a flight fr om th e Wasser' 
k uppe (Germany) un der like wea ther 
cond itions ." 

H owever. th e Unite d S ta tes is a 
co untry of' di stan ces, a nd soa r ing 
pil ot s ' ri ghtfull y decid ed th at othe r 
so a ring sites would h av e to be de­
ve lo pe d if soa r ing in thi s co un try 
was to occupy a position com parable 
to that of othe r co unt ries . So in A p­
ril , ] 938, The So a r ing Society of 
America autho r ized Lewin 13. Ba r­
ringer to investigat e two pot ent ial 
soaring sites; one a t Montea gl e. 50 
mil es northwest of Cha tt anoo ga , 
Tennessee, th e other a t Wi chit a F all s, 
T ex as. Af te r successf ully soaring for 
three hours a t th e Mont eagl e si te, 
Bar ri nger decl ared , "Site is s upe rior 
to th e Hamberg in Ge r ma ny and rec­
co mme ud th at th e S ta te of T ennessee 
devel op." 

Next Barringer p r o c e ed ed to 
Wi chita F all s, T exas, a nd set up 
ope ra tio ns a t th e Wi chita Fall s a ir­
port. The local Cha mber of Co rn­
merce had anno unced th at th e soa r­
in g ex pe d itio n would in ve sti gat e 
soaring co ndit io ns for Iour weeks. 
Af te r mau y preliminary flights in 
th e vicin ity of th e a irpo rt ( p rima r ily 
to ena ble ' Ba rriuger to familiari ze 
himself with winch launching and 
th e sur ro und ing c o u n t r y s i d e ) 0 1 

April 13, 1938, Barringer so a re d to 
Lov el and, Okl ah om a. after a fift y. 
five minute soarinu flight that cov­
ered twenty-ei ght mil~ s-th e first W 

cross-co un try soa r ing flight eve r 
made in eithe r T exas o r Oklahoma. 

Again on A pr il 19, 1938, fbrrin­
" er was winch-l aunch ed at 10:45 in 
t l.e mo rn ing a nd " cau ght" a th ermal 
and sta rted soa r in g to th e northea st; 
wit h a n a nno un ced goa l o f Tulsa, 
Okl ah oma. At 4 :;\5 in th e a fte rnoo n, 
Barringe r 's t w o-h u n d r e d-t e n-m i I e 
flight brok e th e th en- existing Ameri ­
ca n reco rd and was th e fir st lon g­
d istance soa r ing flight m ad e in A rner. 
ica fr om win ch launching on an air­
port in level count ry . 

So now th e annual national so a r ing 
co ntes ts a re alternating betw een El ~ 
mira , Ne w York, a nd T exas. 

Elmira welcomes new industry - For further informat ion contact City 

Manager, City Ha ll , Elmira , New Yor k. 
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