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Gl id er flying , consi sting m ost ly of 
g lidillg ra the r than soa r ing, au ra ct s 
a great deal of attention with th e 
result that m all Y haphazard plans 
a ud a cti vities have been foi st ed upon 
avia tion enthusi asts. A g rou i) of s in ­
ce rely interest ed b usiness men in 
Detroit sa w th e need o f an o rga niza ­
tion th at could provide gli der d esi gn s 
a nd m ethods of g lider fligh t in struc­
tion th at co uld be co nd uc ted a t a 
minimum o f risk. Thus wa s th e 
Na tiona l Glid er Ass oci ation b r ought 
into being . The leaders o f th e o rga n · 
izati on, Ed war d S. Eva ns and \Vil· 
liarn B. Ma yo, gave m uch of their 
ti me a nd reso ur ces a nd we re assis ted 
b y th e Detroit Boa rd of Co mme rce. 
A filII time executive-secre ta ry, Don· 
a id F. Wa lker, was emp loyed and 
g lid ing enth us ias ts we re ur ged to 
use this as a "clea ri ng hou se." T he 
Ed wa rd S. Evans Soa r ing Troph y for 
th e Amer ica n Gli de r Cha m pio n was 
estuhlished a nd pl a ns were made fo r 
na tiona l contest s which we re held 
n ] 930 and 1931 hy th e " , . G. A .," 

a t E lmira, 1Tell' York. Due to th« 
ec ono mi c s it ua tion th rou gh out th e 

nit ed S ta tes t he Detro it gro up an ­
no un ced their wi thd rawa l f rom fur­
th er orga niza tio na l a c tiv ity, to he 
e ff ec tive at th e dose of the I <J:\ [ co n­
test. 

T he reupon 11 g ro up of indi viduuls, 
most of who m ha d pa rticipa te d in t he 
first two contes ts, issu ed a ca l l " To 
ALL W H O B · LIE\ f. IN T I-IE FU· 
TURE OF MOT OR LESS F UGHT 
IN AMER I CA" , wh ich wa s curr ie .l in 
" Glid ing and Soaring Bul letin 10 , 

1" issu ed b y th e I nfo rmation Co m ­
m itt ee, A me r ica n S oa rin g ssocia tio u 
( la ter the na me wa s ch a ng ed to the 
S oa r in g Society of A m er ica) . I nc i­
den ta ll y. the " Bulletin" was pr ede­
cesse r to " So a r i ng" Jou rn al of 
"S. S. A. " P uhli shing th e " Bull e tin" 
were: \Ya rren E. Ea to n, P resident ; 
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A. C. (G us ) Haller, V ice President ; 
Ar th u r L. Lawren ce, Secret ar y a nd 
Treasurer ; a nd Cha rl es H.' Ga le. 
Edi to r. The " B u ll e tin" a n no unced 
th e 1932 con tes t to he held a t EI· 
mi ra , Ne ll' York. 

In a d d i t i o n to perso n;.; named 
pr eviousl y the " pa re n t" g ro u p in­
eluded Ed wa rd P. W a rner, Wifli am 
H. Enyart , Jacob S . Fassett, :3 rd, 
Fra nkl in ( Bud ) K. l sz urrl. S he rma n 
P. Voo r he es, Ral ph S. Barn ab y, Hus­
se ll Holderman an d Earl H. Southee. 
Em phasi s was pl a ced o n the prem ise 
that " the con tes t this veal' (l9:·\2) is 
to be a s tr ict ly s po rt i;lg uflui r. ' 

S in ce 19:-32 th e "S. S. A ." has come 
th ro ugh ma n y s i t u a t i o n s h ut is 
s trouze r than eve r . Unde r a utho rit y 
d el e g',~t ed hv t 1H~ Na tiona l AerolHll;' 
ti c Associa tion record so ar in u lli zhts 
are sulnnit te d to the F'ede ra ti';-;l A'(;ro ­
nnut iq ue Int ernati on al e. t he official 
cha n ne ls th rough which g lide r pilot s 
the world ove r mu st p roceed in orde r 
to es ta b lish records. In a d d it io n to 
th e officers an d d irectors of the " 5 . 
S. A. " th e orga n iza tion is st a ffed with 
th e followin g co mm itte es : s cien tific. 
technical. con tes t, a nd reco rd s . T h e 
se rv ices o f com m ittee rncruh ers a re 
a vailahle to a ll in terest ed in further. 
in g g lid ing and soa r ing. H l ~ .!!i ona l 

Gove rnors a re a vui luhl e ill ;-\7 s ta tes . 
man,' o f whom are urt ivc soa riu u 
pilots in th ei r own riaht thu s b ein ~ 
in a po si ti on to pa ss ';m to slnd enl '~ 
th e ben efit o f thei r soaring ex per ­

ieu ces , Furthermore, th e U.S.A. is 
divided ge o gr a ph ica ll y i nto six sec­
ti on s with a "Leader" heading up 
s la tes a ssig ned. 

As of this time (195:-3 ) forty-two 
clnb s a nd associations a re cl earing 
th eir a ct ivities through "5. S. A." 
seek ing a d vice and in tu rn passing on 
th eir ex per ien ces to o ther groups. 
Soaring s ites in 28 sta tes have 75 
co mm unities in ea ch of whi ch is lo­
ca ted a person who ma y be contac ted 
[ 0 ascertain wh at facilities a re a vailu ­
hie fo r g liding and so a ri ng. 

There a re 7 recogn ize d schoo ls fo r 
learning th e art of g l id ing and soa r­
in g locat ed in six differ ent st at es. In 
the . S. A. 12 cl ubs and associ ations 
publi sh , periodicals devot ed enti re ly 
to gl id ing and soar ing. The " S . S. A." 
p rocesses all regulations for re co rds 
in g l id ing and for th e award of gIiu ­
ing badges (A, R C, S i lver C, Gold 
C, Diamond C ) based on an annex 
( 0 th e S po rting Code of th e Fede­
ra tio n Aerona nti q ue l nt ernationale ; 
a p p rove d hy th e Glidin g Committee 
a t Orebro, Jul y 11, 1950, a nd a t 
BflI sscl s Jnl y 5, 1951. 

AII g lid ing a nd soa rina done un­•
dcr th e sp ons ors hi p of th e "S. S. A " 
is under rul es a nd regulation s for 
bo th g liders a nd pilot s , promulgated 
hv th e Federa l govem men t agency , 
tl;e Civi l Aero na 1;( iI'S Boa rd. a ~d ad. 
minist ered hv th e Ci vi l Aerona utics 
Ad m in iH ra til; n . \l'ith dose to tw o 
th o ns a nd names on the m ail in g li st 
th e " S . S. A." is in co n tuct with 
Forty-Iive of th e Forty-cight s ta tes. 
a nd th e Dis t rict of Co l um b ia . Ca nad a 
an d 1\Iex ico : and \\ it I rnembr-rs in 
:~ () Il th A f r ica , Ar uent in u. A ustra lia , 
Ilel !!illlll. Brazi l. Ch i ll'. Co lumh ia. 
( :u';a. Jen ma rk. Egy pt- [·:ng la nd. 
F in la n(!. F ra nce. Germa ll\ ·. H o lla nd. 

(,: c,I<:[ld . I nd ia. [ ll d one~ia. Israel. 
It a ly. J a F ~ll1. 1 C \I ' Zeala nd . P eril: 
Ph i l i p p incs. Puerto Hi co, Hu ssi a, 
~~ i n :w f-lo r ~ , S pa in, Sweden , S witzer ­
land , Ve ne z uela and Yugosl avia. 
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