
THE LINDBERGH PERIOD
 
pon hi s return from flyin g to 

Pa r is, France, Charles A. Lindbergh 
stim ulated public interest in gliding 
and sour ing by hi s scien ti fic interest 
in this, an other phase of aviation. 
Much publicity, with profuse illus­
trati on s, wa s given Lindbergh 's so a r ­
in g flights in sailplanes desi gn ed an d 
huilt by 'V. Hawley Bowlus. ctua l­
l y, Ca liforn iu. where th e foregoing 
'soa r ing Ilight s took place, had long 
been g lider- consciou s be cau se of P r o ­
fe ssor John Mont g om er y 's many 
yea rs of sc ienti fic re se a rch in g l ide r 
<!e"i gn and flight. 

Martin Schempp 

Other fa ctors en te red iuto th e re ­
new ed interest in g liding a nd th e ex­
ponents from abroad were not th r­
least of th ese . An instance o f this is 
that of Martin S chempp's coming to 

th e United States. 
Schempp had been a member of 

\'I'olf Hirth 's crew at an In ternat ional 
Soaring Contest in France. t\ n Am eri­
can. Bob Evans hv name, had heen 
attending glide r con t e~ts ' in Europe 
and ill the co urse of hi s tr av el s ha d 
all ende d th e con tes t in France where 
he a nd Schempp became acquainted . 
This meeting resulted in S chem pp 's 
coming to th e nited S ta tes . Late r o n 
Sche m p p worked with Gus Haller 
and Huwlev Bc)\dus. A t E lm ira . ' e ll" 
York, he ;:ondllcted a flight sc hoo l 
for g lider pilots and al so operated a 
glider repair sho p. When Bob E va ns 
returned to th e S ta tes he mat ricu lat ed 
at th e l l nive rsity of iVlieh iga n and 

thus a pattern was esta blished , fo r at 
the " U of ,M" were Professor R. E. 
Franklin, De pa rtme n t of En gineer ­
ing Mech an ics. and hi s h rother Wal· 
la ce H . Franklin. lso on hand was 
M. F. " Milt" St oughton, now of Cali· 
fornia. 

The g ro up mention ed above sta r ted 
investi gating g l ider desi gn and with 
a German " Zoeglin g" as a gu ide th e y 
design ed and built th e " F ra nk lin" 
g lider that became the "backbone" of 
g lid ing and soaring in th e Unite d 
Sta te. Another ste p forward made by 
this " of M" g ro up popularized 
autom ohile-tow launchin g of g liders. 
Then. 1. C. Penne v. 1r. became in ­
tereste d in g lid ing' a nd soaring and 
s pons o red a g ro up o f glider pilot s 
a nd live g lide rs th at ca me to th e 
S ta tes fro ~ ; Germany. 

California glider pilots were not 
idl e and had go ne a head and devel op­
ed th e Palos Verdes Hill s Soa ring 
S ite, under th e abl e g uida nce of Ja y 
Bu xton, so uth of Redondo Beach . 
Other activit v ce n te re d at Un io nto wn. 
Pennsyl vaniu, where Dr. \\!o lfga ng 
Klemperer, number one Ge rma n "C' 
soa r ing pilot. a ssi st ed hy iVla r tin 
ich em pp, head ed up an ex pedition 

to det ermine wh ether or not a so a r ing 
sit e could llf' esta b lishe d in th at vi cin­
it v . 

At Akron, Ohio, wh ere Dr. Klemp­
e re r was em p loyed at th e time b y 
Go odyea r-Ze p pe li n, a very active 
g ro up was des ig n ing, huilding. and 
Hyin g ,,!ide rs. Of r-ourse, with Dr. 
Kl emperer as ins: ru ctor-urlvisor t' u ­
con tr ih utions from thi s ce n te r were 
man y, va ried a nd la sting. 

The P enne y-sponsored g ro up noll' 
open ed the Ca pe Co d G lid ing and 
Soa r ing Schoo l at So uth Wcll lleel. 
i\Iass a~h llse tts . On e o f th e Ge rma l~ 
g lide r pilots. Pet er Hussel hack, made 
a glide r durati on soa ring Hight of 
ov~;- four hours thus bl:~ak i ;H!: th e 
ex isting O r v i l l e Wri ght rln ;ation 
record made in 19] I! T his schoo l did 
not mat erially increase th e number 
of q ua lified ~oar i n g pilot s hut did 
" graduate" Halph Sta nto n Barnahy 

as thc fir st or N um be r One " C" 
soari ng pilot of th e United States ! 

Ralph S. Barnaby
 
Captain U.S.N. Ret.
 

Other influen ces crea ted by th e Ca pc 
Cod Seh oul were th e g lide rs whi ch 
lat er on ena ble d merican desi gners 
a nd pil ot s to reall y s ta r t catching up 
to the g lide r pilots abroad; e.g ., 1. K. 
(J uck ) O' Mea ra's " Cha n ute," Cer­
mun Darmstadt hi gh-p erforman c e 
sa ilp la ne, and the Prcnflings an d 
Zoeglings, some of whi ch , later on 
were utilized by meri can pil ot s to 
se t nell' g lide r marks. Obvi ou sl y 
P arker Leonard of Osterville, Ma ssa­
ch usetts, must have been influenced 
b y the Ca pe Cod Sch ool because fo r 
man y years h e has soared ha ck all 
fo rth across th e dunes . 

In th e interim, progress in gliding 
flight was being co ntinued in Ca l i­
fornia wh ere H arold Hi gbee, a mern­
her of th e Crown City Gliding Club, 
flying a primary g lide r hnilt hy this 
g ro up, wa s launch ed from th e top 
of Mt, Wil son and g lided to a pre­
det ermined landing field in Ar cadia, 
a di stance of twenty mil es. 

Th e mid-west g lide r pilots were 
a lso lrusi ly eng aged in sea rch ing out 
th e secrets of glide r desi gn and flight. 
A t Neenah, W isconsin , Walter Haufe, 
a nd others flew g li ders of th eir o wn 
desi gn. In on e of th eir primary glid­
e rs , anoth er member, " ] unior" HIue 
so ured four and a half hours a f ter 
being launched f rom a three-hundred­
foot bluff on th e sho re of Lake 
' Vinnebago. 

We a re proud to play our pa rt in the advancement of soar ing 
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