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The Versaill es Treat y incl uded a 
prov ision th at Germany sho ul d be 
deprived of further dev el opment o f 
"the worhl' s most ellicien t a i r-power." 
I nasm uch as th e German govern ment 
had earlv reco gniz ed the " Fruitful­
ness o f s'ystematic so a ri ng flight oh­
servutio ns," s uch a provisi on wa s far 
From di sco uraging to th e Ger ma ns. 
\," r ite rs soon to ld th e world that th e 
sk ies ov er th e Hhon ~ 'Iou ntain s we re 
"f il l ing" with g l i der~ . 

Dr. " 'olfgang Kl emper er , H on o r­
ary Vi n : President of Th e Soar ing 
Socie ty of Ame r ica ( no w with Doug. 
las ircraft of California ) wa s a­
mong the g ro u p men tion ed above . 
For ins ta nce, in 1920 Dr. Kl emperer 
pilo ted a g l ide r named " Bl ack Devi l" 
and es ta bl ishe d a wo rld record of a 
mil e and a half for di stance, with 
durut ion o f two minutes an d twenty ­
two seconds. A lso Or. K lernper er was 
Germ a ny ' s fir st ce r tified "C" soa r in g 
pi lot. 

Upon a r riva l in the ni ted S ta tes, 
Dr. Klcm pe re r co n lin ued hi s a ctiv it y 
in mot orl ess fligh t an d th , ~ soa r in g 
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Irutcrnit v is indebted to him for hi s 
co ntin ue;1 co nt ri b utio ns to this s po r t 
a nd sci ence. A lso a ctive in th e ea r ly 
contests held in German y wa s a high 
sc hoo l hov of fifteen . who built and 
Ilew a p~per - cov ered gl ide r- Pete r 
Hied el b y name. In later years fllr.• 
Hied el ca rne to this co un try a nd parti ­
ci pa ted in th e N a tiona l Co ntests wi th 

a two-passen ger " K ra n ich" hi gh -p e r. 
form an ce sa il p la ne. 

S purred on apparentl y by th e uc­
tivitv a b ro ad. th e Aeronautical En ­
g i n e~ r i ng Socie ty of 1 lassachu,;etls 
I n stitut e of T ec h n o l o u v wa s 
rea ct ivat ed . P rofessor. ( s t~ ~l en t a t 
the t im e ) Otto Koppen uf the In st i­
tut e and Edrnullf! li en desi gn ed a nd 
h ui lt a 72 . pound g l ide r which was 
test -Ilow n h v M r. All en . Based on 
the success ~f th eir fir st g lide r th ese 
two en thusiasts proceed ed to huild a 
gl icie r wei ghing 92 POUIll!s. 

Ag ai n Dr. K lemperer was uu t in 
fr ont at th e 1921 contes ts held in 
Ge rma ny a nd flyin g hi s " Hl a u e 
;\!aus" ("Bl ue Mouse" ) soare d a di s­
tance of three mi les with duration of 
thirteen minut es. Ano the r of hi s 
" fi rsts" wus mad e at th is time hv 
Ilviu a th e fir st uoa l Ilich t ( [He de te ':. • ...... C b , 

min ed des tinati o n ) to Ge rs fe ld. 

:\~uw for the fir st tim e a gl id er 
pil ot fr om till: Un ite d States w as e n­
tered in th e so a r ing con tes t held at 
th e " "asserk uppe, {;I Germany. This 
con tes ta n t was Edmund 1'. A ll en of 
\ 1. 1.1'. The co m pet it io n i n which 
:V'Ir. A llen parti cipat ed is sa id to h a ve 
heen th e tnrn ing po int in g lid ing an d 
soaring acco m p l ishments. Heret ofore 
g lider flight>; had been of co mpara ­
tivel y sho r t duratio n h ut durin g thi s 
co ntes t soaring lli ehts we re exte nded 
to periods of YlOu ~s . 

oa r ing pilots of t \ ll ~ la te 20's 
will r em ember G us Haller. well­
kn own pil ot of th e time and a uthor 
of a n a r t icle in Geo rgeto wn. ( Ma rv­
laud ) Preparatory Schoo l'~ "Bl~c~ 
1/1/( / Gray" ca p t io ne d " Yo ung Ame r i­
ca Goes p ." In his a rt icle Mr. Ha l­
e r urged that g l id ing a nd soa r ing be 
co ns ide red for the vouth of th e 

nited S ta tes. Anth on y " To ny " Fok­
ker, from a desi gn a nd with s pecifi­
ca tio ns sai l! to have been se c u re d in 
th e U n ite d S ta te s, built tw o biplane 
g l iders for th e 192:3 " Hho n" co n tes t. 
;Vl r. Fokker e a r n e d at lea st two 
" fi rs ts" in th at hi s g li der s we re of 
t wo -passenge r capacity: a nd with hi s 
A me r ica n-made a nto mo bi le h e re­
t r iev ed g liders hy a uto -to w, thus co rn-
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peti ng a gaiust the horses and th e 
man -p ow er t ow s so l o n jr i n u s e 
a hroad . 

A no the r writer, A r th ur La II ren ee. 
is hea rd f rom a bou t this t ime. l\Ir . 
Law ren ce pre pa red a th es is a t Brown 
Univcrsliv. P ro vid en ce, Hh od e Is­
land , ca p tio ne d , "T he Evo lu tio n of 
rustructi on in Mo to rl es s FI igh t a nd 
th e T echnique a nd P ro cedu res N cc · 
essary fo r E llic ie n tly Directin g s uch 
Leurn ing." Lat er mu ch o f th e t ht ~ ory 

con ta ined in ;\ Ir. La wr en ce's paper 
wa s appl ied in th e t rainiu g o f g lider 
st udents on a " mass" basis a t th e 
Rhode Isl and S ta te Airpo rt as well 
a s a t nat ion al co ntests . 

Then ca me Ch a rles A. Lind berg h's 
lIigh t to Paris, France, a terrifi c "shot 
in the arm" to aviat ion. N Oli for th e 
fir st time, g l ide rs were produced in 
quunt it y. Wi th the usual ex ce pti ons 
most o f th es e primary gl ide rs lack ed 
th e aerod ynamic qua liti es o f s irni­
la I' ~ l id ers produced abroad , Further­
more, much of th e g l id inf! done wa s 
h~ puw er-plaue pil ot s wh o la ck ed 
t!:c pati en ce necessary to ac qu ire a 
ne w techni q ue req ui re d for g l i d in~ . 

O ne of the depart ures fro m th e 
aforementi on ed was th e p rogra m a t 
th e ni ve rsit y o f M ichiga n at An n 
Arhor. The g l ide r s t uden ts a nd th e 
cra f t the y flell were excep tio ns. E ven 
the ch oice of a na me fo r a ue wlv­
fo r me d g lid ing club eon not ed respect 
for th e sc ie nce-s po r t o f ~ l i d i ng and 
soa r ing. So was born th e "GJid er 
Sect ion o f the n ive rs lty of Mi chi l!a n 
Ae ro na utica l So cie t v !" \Vi th s uch an 
ausp ici ous heginllin'g th e re wa s l itt le 
room lef t for d oubt as to th e o utco me 
of till) well -organ ized gro u p . N a mes 
of " of ?1'1" g l ide r pi lots upprar in 
every phase of toda y", aviation a ctiv­
ities; th eir interest in th e sci en ce­
s por t has returned to both this co urt ­
t r y, a nd th e indiv id ua ls . handsome 
divid ends, 

1927 p ro ved to he a freuzied yea r , 
su m med up in unpl ea sant fignres a nd 
la ck o f tangi bl e result s . Co nseq ue n t­
ly, a definite plan was worke d up for 
th e nati onal ti eill g together o f a l l 
interest s concern ed II ith th e sci ence­
s po r t o f g li d ing a n d soa r ing. 
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