
The Cascade Soa ring Society ' s new BG-6 tra ile r being demonstrated by Bob Kruse, 
Treasurer of th e Socie ty (with the hat). The trailer is a ll welded steel, and makes it 
possible to trailer the ship without having to remove the horizontal ta il surfaces. 

including a wasted ha lf-h our figh t­
ing hack to an approach to Wenat ­
chee from a poorl y-ch osen rel ease 
point. The Ritz ville hop , made cross­
wind, produced a gro und spe ed uf 
2B mp h and reached a maximu m o l 
7,;') ()() feel. 

Boh Fis her go t the bes t altitude 
and dura tion of the meet , climbing 
to 13,700 feet and stay ing up five 
hours and 25 mi nutes in his stand­
ard L·K. Bob Moore won the spo t 
landi ng event with an almost perfect 

ullseye, and took secon d in du ra­
tion with three hours 25 mi nutes and 
second in altitude with 9,200 fee t 
in hi s L·K. 

In total po in ts, P ete Bower s was 
top man , with 3'1Y point s, to win the 
Moses Lake Chamb er of Commerce 
Trophy for di sta nce and th e Colu m­
hia Air Serv ice Troph y fo r high­
point winner. 

Boh Fisher won the Moses Lake 
Tracto r Com pany Troph y for alt i­
tude and the C. BerHord and She r­
man Troph y fo r duration , and took 
second pla ce in the meet with 225 
points. 

Bob Moore was third place win­
ner with 159 points, and Joe Hobert­
son and Pete Van Gr oen tied for 
four th with 134 points. 

In spite uf the unpreparedness of 
pilots ann ships, and the fact th at 
thi s was a "first" contest fur some 
of the sponsors, it can be called very 
successful and certa inly proof of the 
pract icality of th is type of meet. Cer ­
ta inly another like it, held later in 
the seaso n when more ships and pi­
ots a rc in the groove, ap pears to be 
n ord er. 

Th ank s ar c due tu Wcnatchee Air 
Serv ice for providing facilities for 
the start, and to Columbia Air Serv-
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ice fo r arranging the dinner at the 
Moses Lake and pr ovidi ng facil iti es 
and especia lly fo r pr om oting an d 
sponso r ing tro phies fo r the various 
even ts and the overall meet. 

UP 
Drafts 

1 read with mu ch in terest Bob 
Meakin 's lett er and wh ile seve ra l of 
us in Salt Lake don 't ag ree with hi s 
description (If gliding here in U tah 

1 do believe he ha s a good idea. 
(See " Updrajts," page 76, /vIay-lune 
issue o] So aring.) 

1 would like to submit a short d is­
cou rse on a flight ma de in Bish op, 
California , with m y gaud friend Ha r­
land Ross as pilot an d m yself as 
pa ssenger. Thi s flight was particu­
larly interest ing to me as it isn't 
of ten you get the op po r tu ni ty of 
wat ching the ac tual effects of the 
la ck of oxygen on a gu ud pilo t 
while on an altitude flight. 

1 beli eve it wag in 194 7 at the 
West Coas t Championship Meet held 
at Bishop, Cal if. My partner. Mark 
Kemp, ann 1 wer e in Sac ramento 
louking ove r some du ster s wh en , 
after talk ing to Bud Kimball b y 
ph on e, 1 woke up to the fad that th e 
meet was in progress. After seei ng 
Bud in Fresno, we Ilew to Bish op 
enroutc back to Sa lt Lak e City. H ar­
land was flyin g a Schwuizcr TG-2 in 
the contest and aft er " twisting m y 
arm" I agreed to fly with him on a 
flight. Th e on ly ca tch was that there 
wag only one ox yge n ma sk bUL ac­
cording to H a rland, Ir e probably 
wouldn 't ge t up very high anyhow 
(1 lea rne d lat er they don 't even 

co unt the first J ,000 feet at Bish op ) . 
A rter a rather hu stling job o f tow­

in g behind Bub Sy mon's in the 
BT, we star ted spiral in g on up. \V( ~ 

head ed fo r the Wh ite Mou ntain s 
with what looked l ike half enough 
alt itude to m e, We got to th e moun­
tains OK - about a fourth of the 
wa y up , but Harland ass ured me he 
kn ew a sma ll canyo n that al ways 
had a ther mal in it. 

Hi s descri ption of "small" was a 
ma sterpiece of understat ement but it 
d id have the ther mal and after so me 
very sk ill lul maneu verin g we fin ally 
topped the ran ge at around 12 ,000 
feet MSL. H arl and bead ed north ann 
pretty suun we spo tted Juc Stas neck 
flyin g solo in hi s TG-2. All the tim e 
we kept ge tting hi gher. 

At ab out 14,000 feet, Harland 
hroke out th e oxygen ma sk and we 
would alternate using it. My fir st 
indi cation of somethi ng wron g came 
whil e trying to load film in m y cam­
era. Th e stupid film jus t wouldn' t 
behave - as it was my turn to usc 
the oxygen T stopped f um bling with 
my camera long en ough to take a few 
Whiffs. Th e film load ing was no prob­
lem afte r taki ng- the oxygen. Realiz­
ing what was happenin g I took to 
noti cing th e effect on Ross. 

Harland has done more hi gh fly­
ing than most pil ots and hi s skill in 
flyin g is witho ut qu est ion. H owever, 
af ter just a few minutes without the 
mask his spiraling would get so 
ragged we would almost spin ou t of 
our turns. Needless to say 1 sho ved 
th e mask to him every few mi nutes 
as, af ter all , 1 was on ly a passenger 
and he was doin g th e guid ing. 

On thi s particular fli ght , we 
reached 21,500 feet MSL and flew 
a ci rcular course of some 125 mil es 
ret urning to Bish op a fte r bein g in 
the air some :n'2 hours. For a flight 
strictly on mo stly dry thermals, I 
th ought Harland had done quite well. 
Especially with an ex ha us ted pa s­
senger that found out a long time 
ago tha t he really gets on a j ag 
ab ove B ,OOO feet wi tho ut plenty of 
oxygen. 1 since rely recom mend that 
an yone doin g soar ing an ywh ere have 
a goo d oxygen sys tem installed and 
use it. It could mean your life. ( For 
an authoritativ e article on thi s very 
top ic, sec '" Way Up Th ere," by 
Lawrence E. Edgar, begi nning on 
the next page o] this issue. ED.) 

I am currently completing a TG-3 
modifi cation with th e hope of doin g 
some wave soaring around Salt Lake. 
Our topo gr aphy is su ch that when 
th er e are goo d waves at Bish op ­

(C ontin ued on page 32) 
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