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tho ot her hand , neither docs it re­
sult in retrieves from off-airport 
landings, or headlin es uf an en­
ti rely rliflcre nt kin d. Th e pil ot th a 
did get thr ough. Pete Bower s in th e 
Wol], was the only Sea tt le pil ot who 
ha d gotte n in any upp recia h le soa r­
in g in the precedin g weeks, and th e 
practice pa id off. 

Cross-co un try was no t the on ly 
way uf ga in ing po in ts in th e meet. 
however , and Jo e Rob ertsun an d 
Heasley Entz go t poi nts for altitude 
at Wenat chee, Jue gett ing to 8,000 
feet in the TG-3 with Dan Terry 
a lon g, an d Heasley to R,300 in his 
TG·2 wi th Ken Deckm an abo a rd. 
Hea sley also contri btued to the " Get 
t he W ives Flying" pr ogram by tak­
ing h is wi fe, Bett y, along for one 
hour and 25 m inu tes an d getting her 
to 6,000 feet. 

On S unday , the Moses Lake opera ­
t ion began with a co uple of short 
Bights by Ea rl Dr ew a nd Bob Fi sh ­
er , eac h tr ying out Peter Va n Groen 's 
flat-t opped L-K. This lat er turned 
into a scra mble of five ships circl ing 
over the a irport in the same thermal 
for abo ut half an hour. 

T entatively . the task Ior the day 
had been set as a return cross-coun­
try tu We na tchee, but a fter a look at 
the wea the r , only one ship tri ed it 
The lake pu t up a heavy curta in 01 
" No Lift" and J oe had to put th e 
TG-3 down at Lar son Air For ce 
Base. 

Two other X·C's wer e mad e in th e 
oppos ite direction, however, P etc 
Van Green picking Hitzville, 40 
mi les to the cast, as a goa l for Silo 
ver "C" distan ce, and P ete picked 
up the same place becau se he had 
hea rd that he co nld get some parts 
fur his Aeronea C-3 th ere. 

Th e L·K and the W ulf landed at 
Ri tzville wi th in 13 minutes o f eac h 
other . Bob K ruse in the BG-6 was 
ready to tr y the hop fur h is Silver 
"C" distance, but was unable to stay 
up in the small-d iameter thermals 
that p revai led that day, even th ough 
he had soa red the same ship for an 
hour and a quarter at Arl ington the 
week before. 

The Drew Bro thers, operators of 
the field at which the meet was held. 
sai d that the day was very :, ub -s La ll d ~ 
a rd, so th e BG-6 as well as the L-K 
wa s left there a nd will t ry more 
so ar ing lat er. 

P ete Bower s' X-C fr om Wenatche ) 
reached a peak alti tude uf 8,200 ft. , 
and with a mod era te tail wind , pro ­
duced a gro unrl speed of 27 mph 
for the Wolf over the 60 -milc course, 

T lIE TllIRD ANN UAL North­
west Soar ing Meet differed fr om the 
usu al type of "oar ing meet in that it 
was 1I0t confined to one scene of op­
era tion" . 

Th e fir st nay's activit) sta rted at 
\Venat chee, Wash., on Saturda y, May 
16, an d the second nay's ope ration 
began at Moses Lake, Wash. , slight­
ly more than 60 ai rl ine mi les away. 
As far as is known , this is the fir st 
usc of the " progress ive" type of meet 
to he made anyw here in th e United 
State". 

Th e idea had been proposed he­
for e in Germany and , last summer, 
Earl Dr ew had suggested that thi s 
type of meet he helcl in the North­
west to sprea d int erest. 

Th e subject was brought up agai n 
at the reg ional SSA meet ing, and 
was for wa rded in suggestion form 
to the Na tiou al Meeting of SSA di­
rector s held in Ne w York in January. 

Th e idea see med to find favor 
there. and it seems to have been ac­
ccpted down Texas way, as we hea r 
talk of such a meet to be held th er e 
soon. We can take pr irlc, however , 
in sta ting tha t the No r thwest was th e 
first to t ry it , and with great success. 

Br iefly, the idea is thi s: 
Th e fir st day' s opera t ion is held 

at one locati on , in thi s case Wenat­
chee, with the maj or objec tive bein g 

a cross-country flight to the scene of 
the second da y's opcr ut ion s, Moses 
Lake. This is a reas ona ble cros s­
country di stance, and all th e par­
ticipating ships are capa ble of mak­
ing it under average cond itions . 
Thuse that do not make it. and th ose 
that do not try, par-k up and tr ail er 
to the scene of the second da y' s op ­
eratiuns to take pa rt in the pr ogram 
to be held over there. 

As things tu rned out, on ly one 
sh ip macle the di sta nce on its own, 
but three othe rs came to Moses Lake, 
one aero towing all the way, one 
towin g half way and coas ting in , 
and the thi rd coming on the trail er. 
Th ese fo ur, plu s two based at Moses 
Lake, put on a goo d six -ship show 
at that end of th e lin e. 

It is no one's fa ult th at on ly one 
"hip go t th rough , but rather , the 
breaks of timing. Th e meet had been 
scheduled lung in ad vance, and the 
dat e co uldn ' t be changed, but all the 
Sea tt le ships were delayed in get ­
t ing re-l icenscd and in to the air, and 
their p ilots had had no chance to 
get back int o shape. 

It is to the cre di t of severa l of the 
pilo t" that did not try it th at they 
fre ely admitted that th ey wer e in no 
shape to try a cr oss-country. Ca u­
tio n such as this noes not make head­
lines with lon g X·C flights, but on 

Pete Bowers and his Gopp ing e n "Wolf" just after landi ng a t Mos e s Lake , Washington, 
aher a 60-mile x-c from Wenatchee. Co nt ra ry to the im pr ess ion created by the 
travel and vacat ion ads, central Washing to n has some la rg e desert a re a s tha t 
produce terrific soaring . Not ice the te rra in and th e clo uds in the backg ro und. The 
picture was taken about 5 p. rn. Bow e rs p lace d fi rst in poi nt s earned at th e No rth ­
west Soaring Meet. 
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