
SOARING-- The Avocation of Aviation Leaders
 

THE PILOT of both these a ircraft is the one a nd the 
same T. R. Smith se pa rate d by a s pa n of more than 
25 yea rs . At left is his " motor less a ircraft, " at right 
is the cockp it of the Aero-Commander he d eve lo ped.• 

WilEN BOYHOOD CHUMS of T. R. 
Smi th sa w him s it tin g out 0 11 his 
fron t lawn in this, er-ah . . . motor­
less a irplan e - ( it would he diffic ult 
to get up enough nerve to ca ll it a 
sa ilplane ) - they probab ly were un ­
ab le to envis ion him , a couple of 
decades la ter , as vice-p res ident in 
charge of man ufacturing and engi­
neer ing of the AERO·COMMANDER. 

He is a pr ime example, how ever, 
of h O I\" an in terest in mo torless flig h t 
as a youth nurtured an interes t in fly­
ing which has burgeoned an d finally 
[lo wered in having Smith a real leader 
in avia tion. 

Educated in the public and tech ­
nica l schools of Oakland an d Berk ­
ley, Calif. , he r eceived t raini ng in 

aer onautics at Warren School of 
Aeronautics as wcll as at Techn ical 
Institu te of Oak land. 

D uring the years 1929-19:33, when 
gliding and soar ing wer e in high 
fav or, he did considc rnhle wor k along 
the se lines and de veloped a secondary­
type sa ilp lane, devoting co nsi derab le 
t ime to th is proj ect str ictly OIl a part­
time basis and as a hobb y. 

He learned to fly in 1029 and ob ­
tained h is fir st p ilot's license in 19~O . 

H e' s maintained ac tiv it y in flyin g and , 
today. ho lds both single and mu lti­
eng ine r a tings fo r land planes. 

I n the en sui ng years, h is ea rl y in­
terest in a via t ion through soaring 
began to bear fr uit. He was dev elop ­
m ent and research en g inee r on vari­

ous automatic de vice s ( 1931-.%) . tool 
desi gn engineer for Douglas A irc raf t 
(l 0~6-38) , layout draftsma n a nd de­
s ign eng ineer fo r Do ug las (19:-\:1-4 1) 
d ur ing which period he developed a 
new deep-formed ty pe of r ib struct ure. 

Came World War II , and he was 
as s ista n t projec t engi neer ( Jl)4 1-42 ) 
on light-bombe r series of aircraft a nd 
la ter (1942 -45) was pro j ect engineer 
for the entire A-2 0 se r ies a ircraft. 
ha ving complete charge of the de: 
velopment an d p roduct ion planning 
of this se ries thro ug h the stren uous 
wa r years. 

From 194 6 unt il the present, he 
has been in comple te cha rge of 
the development of th e AERO-COM­
M ANDEl{ p ro ject. 

SOARING FOR FUN has been the off­
hours hobby of Amos L. Wood w ho is 
service manager of Boe ing Air p lane 
Co. He's workin g on his Silver " e." 

Nearly a q uar ter-cent ury of soa r­
ing stands be hind Amos 1. Wood. 
service ma na ger - gas tu rb iucs, of 
the Boeing Ai rplane Co . a t Sea ttle, 
Wash . Now a "C" p ilot wo rking on 
his Silver "C" ra tin g, he star ted gl id­
in g in 1929 back in Ohio on a wing­
warping varie ty o f P ie rce Primary 
before being gradua te d to Baker-Me­
Mi lla n Cadets . 

He a tt ended soaring meets in El­
mira , N. Y., in 19:·31 a nd 19.1:i, b ut 
as an ob server on ly. H is in terest in 
soaring ca rried over into hi s co llege 
yea rs as he was president of the P ur­
du e Un ivers ity Glider Club in 1936. 

Af ter gradua tion , he worked as an 

engineer for Curt iss Aeroplane and 
Motor Co., then we nt to Boein g in 
Seattle in 1937 an d has be en there 
ever s ince . 

Short ly after th is, he married Ela ine 
Fulton , a Seatt le gir l. The Wood 
fam ily t ree has sprouted three little 
twigs a nd they reside at the ir wa ter­
fron t home on Mercer Is land which 
boasts a glider workshop an d loft 
space fo r the Wo ods' Baby Bowlu s, 
1'-11 16 1. 

Wood is a member of the Ca scade 
Soa r in g So ciety (T6-:i and BG-6 ) the 
Sea ttle Glider Co unci l and , of co urse, 
SSA - s ince 1c)~ l. 
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