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Continued Effort Has and W ill Merit Support 

GLID IN G Ai TD SOA HI I G'S J ST PLAC E in th e rea lm 
of nati on a l av ia tion seems well a ssured as a result of th e 
many ) ea rs of u n tir ing effo r ts (If en th us iasts \\ ho ha ve 
had co nfide nce in the act ivit ies worthwhile poten t ia ls in 
spite of Ame r ica's co los sa l craze for pow er . m ore po wer 
- speed, mo re a nd more speed. 

Sueeess of th e e ffor ts of our lead ers to po in t o ut the 
mer its o f moto rless fligh t as a na tural tra in ing medi u m 
a nd as a practi cal lool for certa in ba s ic a reona u ti ca l and 
met eorological resea rch is being evidenced in many ways. 

As a spor ti ng act ivit y a nd pot en t ial tra ini ng m ed ium . 
limit cd cogn izancc has prev a iled over th e years because 
of th e wide reputat ion of the d evelo pm en t o f the Lu ft­
wa ffe, hy g liders and sa ilpla nes int o a po wer ful fig h ting 
force. 

But it ha s a lmos t req u ired an Am er ican n at ional 
traged y to interrup t th e quest for power a nd peed sufli ­
c icn tly to ge t ser io us co nsi dera tio n. The cons idera tio n . 
to date, is b y no means su fficien t, bu t as a res ult o f 
dimini shing in terest o f yo uth in the p rospects of stepp ing 
immediately into g rea t mon ste r" of powe r and speed with ­
out a "builcl up," it is defi ni tel y .x istcn t a nd needs only 
wi se and persi st ent p u rsu it to b r ing the results hoped for 
b y all so a r ing enthu s ias ts an d leaders o f th c pa st a nti 
prescnt - Recognit ion 0/ .atul / 1111 li se 11/, glid illg II l1d 
soaring as a first sten in training for both civil and m ili­
tar )"" aviation careers. 

It is not intende d to sa y here th a t a ny su ch rec og u i­
ti on ha s been ga ined , h ut that we ha ve co n tin ua lly made 
progress toward th a t en d and tha t ou r op por tuni ty of 
real success is fina llv at hand. 
~!ithin o ur own o'rp;an iza t io n, interes t and ac t ivi ty h as 

mounted to a n all -t ime hi gh . I ndi vid ual s a rc workin g to 
in crease membershi p , new d ubs a rc bei ng fo rmed and 
older ones are expa ndi ng th e ir m em bersh ip a nd ac tivit ies . 
Our nati on al comm itt ees a rc now co mposed o f peo ple o f 
avowed interest in th e work of thei r com m ittees a nd 
an in crease of worthwhile accompl ishmen ts wi ll resu l t. 
A dde d sci entific re sea rc h p roje c ts a rc be in g an nou nced . 
A ll th ese thin gs ind icate the trend within . 
F HOM WI T H OUT: T he great av ia tio n mu gazin ' 5 a rc 
publishing m ore p ictu res a nd ar tic les on the subject. 
hoth inv olv ing inte rest of yo uth an d research. T o men­
tion only one o f man y, a n article of g re a t impo r ta nce to 
sa fet y of flight, as a res ult of the S ie r ra W a ve Project , 
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cond uc ted j o in tly with th e ni versi ty o f Sou thern Ca li­
forn ia a nd others, hv the So uthern Ca lifo rn ia Soar ing 
Assoc ia ti on bv use o r sa ilpla ne s, is the pr inc ipa l a r ticle 
a nd p redom inates th e 1 ovem her issue of " Flying Sa fe ty," 
a p ub lica tion o f th e U. .. Ai r Fo ree . 

Student s, educa tors, a v iation ollicials a nd just plain 
c it izens are q uer ying thc Soc iety for in for ma tio n. O ne 
D irect or of Avia ti on Ed ucation for one M id ·West S ta te 
ha s r eques ted the Soc ie ty 's "R ecom mended P rogra m of 
Youth Ai r Ed uca tio n" o n three di fferen t occas ions. On e 
na t io na l semi-military o rg a n iza tion str ives for A ir F orce 
app rova l o f a sa ilp la ne trai n ing prog ra m . M a n y, m a n y 
othe rs arc in te res ted a nd seck ou r a d vice a nd assista nce. 

Ellery th ing po ints to the fact that the ball is ours. Arc 
we going to carr y it to th e goa l? 1£ th e Soc ie ty d oesu' t, 
some mercena ry ou tfit will fum ble it in a n effo rt for 
personal gaiu . 

How ca n we d o it '? I n m y op in ion, we can do so by con­
ti n u ing o ur pr 'sen t pu rsui ts of o rgan iza t ional im p rov e­
m en t an d b y devel opi ng a p ra c tica l an d rea listic progra m 
of glid in g a nd so a r ing fo r usc b y p ubl ic sch ools, CAP 

nits , Sco u ti ng g ro u ps , a nd c lubs : a nd hy p rovi d ing, from 
our own mem bersh ip, ad v iso ry as istance in it s opera tio n . 

O f co u rse, even tho ught of such a task provokes many 
q ue st ions - mo ney, person a l ti m e, instr ucto rs, s u itab le 
eq u ipmen t, m e thod s, sy lla bus a nd II hu nd red othe rs. but 
a ll together it is ou r prob lem a nd we sho u ld so lve it . 

A con tinu ed v igorous (iDort will m erit assistance fr om 
the av iat ion industry antl a bit of SIIccess will insure their 
su bstantial suppo rt . 

THE SAILPLAN E IN RESEARCH, 
TRAININ G AN D SPORT (co nti nued} 
less /li ght resea rc h will cont r ilm tc 
toward bett er persona l a ir p la nes. 

As we in m otorl ess fI ig ht s tr ive to 
lower th e po wer losses of o u r sa il­
planes, we a pproach closer a nd c loser 
to th c point wh ere man will be a ble to 
provid e th e pow er required fo r fligh t 
from hi s ow n m uscle m ach ine. Bird 
flight s tud ies, w hi ch sho w the low 
power loading .o f b irds, have alrea d y 
heen ma de. Bo u nda ry la yer co n trol 
experiments ha ve shown how m an ca n 
lower the po wer req uired to sustain 
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flight. When we r ed uce th e po wer 
necessary fo r flight to abo ut one-ha lf 
horsepow er we wi ll ha ve reached a 
po in t whe re ma n is able to provi d J 

tha t powe r . The aerial bi cycle wi ll be 
he re! O lympic com pet it ions in th e a ir 
will become a rea lit y a nd th e d ream 
o f Leo nard o wi ll have culmina ted in 
accom plished /l igh t by m uscle powe r 
a lone . 

In so short a time yo ur speaker ha s 
been a hle to delve in to man y other 
as pects of moto r lcss ll ight, a lt ho ug h 
cHIC in pa rti ula r needs h eavv co n­

s idera t io n. T ha t is th e in spiring in­
Iluence o f the moto r less flight ph iloso­
phy nn co llege st ud en ts a nd p ro fesso rs. 
In Ge rmany th is benefic ia l influen ce 
wus a pa rt uf eac h o f the in stitutes o f 
tech nol og y where aeronau ti cal engi ­
neer in g was ta ugh t. In Amer ica, un­
for tu na tel y, th ere is o n ly line co lleg e, 
I\'l issi ssi pp i St ate, where resea rch a nd 
de vel opm en t in motorless flight is 
bei ng fos te red . W ' would be m ost 
eager to hel p o the r co lleges an d un i­
vers it ies tak e up this fa sc ina t ing sport, 
sc ience, ami t rai n ing medium, 
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