
Spiralinfj
w ith E. J. 

Mor e ab out our Co lumnis t : 1L was 
an old non-startable 'Hisso' that gave 
E J his introdu ction to flying and fly­

ing mach ines. To be continued 

WITHOl T FEAR 01' contrad ict ion (as if th is writer ever had such) 
we would sa v tha t within a fiftv mi le rad ius of Denver yo u will find 
every kn ow~ ph en ome na that" ma kes soa ring poss i b l~ . Ridges o f 
medium height extend for mi les, h igh mounta ins, plains that roll 
for hundreds of m iles - slope winds, wa ves, jet streams and thermal' 
both wet a nd d ry. Situated well in fron t of the Ha mpart Hanges of 
the Rocki es, is a tabl e-top mountai n, the sides of wh ich r ise abru ptly 
fr om the surro und ing plains, which makes the ultima te as a launching 
s ite for sai lplanes . No mailer wh ich wa y she blows, there i a slope 
facing the wind. S trong th erm a ls ahound , so it is an ideal get-away 
site for XC flights. 

My go a t their cond itions was in the mer ry month of May and I 
foun d them ver y good. 

Vi e were launchin g fr om Sky Ra nch Airport, ab out six miles eas t 
of the c ity and well out on the roll ing plains. Th e altitude of this 
s ite is ab out 6,000 feet and one needs a ra ther hef ty tu g for a 
reasonably fas t aero tow to 2,000. We used n IlT · l :3 wh ich did it 
nicely, the conve nt ional 220 H P St earman does it ver y laboriously. 
We had ac tually two days of flying , th e other three da ys at ha nd on 
thi s exped it ion were ra ined oul. We will never forget the anguished 
exp lanat ions of the loca l f .llows - " It is never supposed to do thi s 
her e, come see the ir r iga tion ca nals." 

But th e two da ys of good weather sho wed well 'no ugh the super­
lati ve thermals, strong, rea l 'Texas type' that went to 14 ,000 feet. 
Wall y Wi lberg made 17,0 00 feet ASL la te in th af ternoon of th e 
first day, and th at a fte r a solid over cas t had moved in . Visibil ity 
was per the Denver C of C tour ist fold er s. Fly ing eastward on e 
could see for miles in all di rect ions. The highest obstruct ion bet ween 
there an d Ka nsas City, - a low thr ee wire fen ce. Her e was ' gl ide 
stretchers heaven .' Th e roads below ext ended limitlessly and straight 
as a gun ba rrel. 

So jo urnin g in the Den ver area is qu ite an ac tive group of sa il­
plai ni sts, thou gh as far as we know th ey do not have a formal 
organiza lional set-up . Dr. Dav id Stac 'y of the l, of C. at Boulder , 
owns one of the two Schweizer 1-2 1'5 in exi stence. Fred Huh le. Do c 
Allabv, Joe I rvine, et al a rc Denv er res idents. Th e current National 
Two-Pl ace Champion , Dav id Johnson (bro ther of D ick ) liv es at 
nearb y Colorado Spri ngs. 

This m arvelou s soa r ing area around Denver, (Co lora do), sh ould 
and will SOIll da y co me tn be onc of our best known soari ng sit es . 
It woul d he an id ea l place for Nat ional or ' Vorlds so ar ing contes ts. 

- E, .1. Hecves 

LOOK at your address on the envelope in whi ch 
th is iss ue of SOAR ING came to vou, If it includes 
D52 your membersh ip has exnircd . If it includes 
no symb ol of expira tion date, you are not a member 
or subscriber. se thc enc lose d blank and hecome 
a memb er NOW. 

THE SAILPLANE IN RESEARCH,
 
TRA IN IN G AND SPORT (contin ued)
 

Still anoth er meteo rological source 
of en ergy was d iscovered by Wolf 
Hirth in 1930 when he made a flight -e 

of fifty-Iou r mi les fro m Elmi ra a 
thermal up -cu rren t . The exact be­
havior of these up -curren ts is not 
unde rstood toda y, in sp ite of the fact 
tha t th -y stil l prov ide a source of d is­
comfort for a irl ine passe ngers an d a 
so urce of structura l load ing for hi gh 
spe d airplanes. T he more severe form 
of the rm al up -curren ts, thunders torms, 
were stud ied in de ta il hy the U. S. 
Weather Bureau in 1946 in Florida . 
Sailplanes took part in thi s research 
by flyin g right up through the thunder­
storms and record ing continuously 
the vertica l velocities, icc, ra in and 
turbulence. Th e sa ilplane possesses a 
unique feat ure in such resea rch in tha t 
it is unusually st rong and accelera tions 
from tur bulence arc 1I0t as severe on 
it as on a high speed airplane. 

It was with the rmal curre nts as h is 
onl y " fuel" that a young Miss iss ipp i 
State College student, D ick Jo hnson, 
in 1951 broke the in tern atio nal d is­
ta nce record held for th irteen years 
by a R ussian woman. H e flew 545 
miles in eight hours forty-on e m inutes 
averaging 6:3.5 mil es per hour and 
thus broke the Russi an reco rd by 80 
miles. 

Though the Hussiu n record ha d he ' 
established in spo rt, there was more 
to their long supremacy than was evi­
dent to the casual ob server. The Glid ­
ing Con g ress of ] 9:38 was held Oil the 
plains o f the kraine und '1' Covern­
ment subs idy . Thc pi lot s and rna­
chines, some fift y in nu mber. tha t 
wer e ga there d for the event were 
held for one mon th whil e GO\'ern ­
mont meteo rologists wa ited for ideal 
weather. Once the m itco ro logists gave 
the signal, the ships were la unched. 
The ma jori ty of these sai lplanes had 
bee n specifically des igned for long 
d ista nce soa r ing . Nee d less to sa y. 
most of the int erna tional records fell 
during that con gress to Russia. A 
combina tion of the hi ghes t order of 
sc ientific knowledge of meteorology, 
ae ro dy nam ics, and pilotage tacti cs 
went in to these tr iumpha nt flights, 

In contrast to the Russ ians . th e 
record-breaking Il ight of Dick John­
son represen ted the ind ivid ual en ter­
prise of a few sca ttered ama teurs lind 
sc ientists. I n 1947 II national soar ing 
contest was held in Wi chit a Fa lls , 
Texas, the first to be he ld a way from 
the hill · of Elm ira, New York. Dur in­
the Texas contest. one Hussin n recoi 
was broken by Paul MacC rea dy, a 
youn g college studen t fr om ale Uni-
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