
Co mpet it ion , w ith ;\Ir. d e La nge, P re s­
ident of OST IV p rese n ting the OS TIVFAI GLIDING COMMISSION 

MEETING 
by CAl.,.. HAI.PH S. BAH..-';AUY. U T HET 

i'\:\A-SSA Hepresentat lve In CVs~1 

Th e meeti ng o f the In ternational 
Glidi ng Co m m ission took p lace in 
Mad r id , Spain, on th e afternoon of 
J uly 8th. 1952. with the pres id ent. NIr. 
Ad olf ( Pira t ) Gehriger in the chair. 
and with Mr. Cartier ami Captain 
Ba rna b y ac t ing as recorders. 

1. T he m in utes of th e meet ing a t 
Bruss Is ill Julv, 1951. were read and 
a pp roved . . , . 

2. The minutes o f the mee ting of 
th e Inte rn a t ional Spor t ing Co nunis­
s ion o f FAI held a t Ma d rid in Mal'. 
1952, were rea d a nd di scussed . A d~ : 
c is ion made a t tha t meeti ng gi ving to 
th e Glidi ng Co m mi ss io n a large degree 
o f auton om y. a p pea red to the Glid in g 
Co m m iss io n to be sa tis fac to rv for th e 
present, a nd was approved . . 

:·t The nex t topi . of di sc uss io n was 
a proposal i ro m the British (; Iid in g 
Ass ociat ion tha t a do g-leg course he 
rccogn ized as acceptable for the :~OO 

k ilom ete r Go ld " C" dis ta nce . A fter 
th o rou g h di sc uss ion a mo t io n was 
pa ssed to th e effect th at Gold " C" di ' . 
ta nces m a y he made in a flight of no t 
more th a n three legs, no leg o f which 
sha ll he sho rte r than 80 kilo meters, 
Th is was don e with full r ecog n iLio n 
hy th e Com m iss ion th at it will perm it 
"o ut an d return" flights. T he up ­
pr oved motion renders the exis t ing 
pa ra graph a bo ut the tria ngular co u rse 
obsolete . The proced ure a nrl rules 
for assur ing that the p ilot actuall . 
" rounds h is tu rn ing points" an: the 

.same as fur goal a nd return fI igh ts, 
an d in the cas e of applications for 
Go ld "C" d ista nce recogu ifion . the 
burden o f proo f is on the ap p lica n t. 

4 . In a lett er, th e Po lish Club ra ised 
a qu esti on as to where the "po int o f 
relea se" i for a shock-cord launching. 
It was th e co nce nsus of ou in ion th a t 
th e exis t ing rul es a rc clear. and the 
secre ta ry was instr ucted to wr ite the 
P oles a nd poi nL out th e pa ra g ra ph s. 

5. T he long-sta nd ing ma tter o f a 
po wer- glider ca tego ry wa s di scu ssed. 
It was de c ided tha t th e e. isti ng ru les 
pe rm it a pow ered glider to com pete 
in g lid ing compe ti t ion s. using its en­
gi ne as a launch ing mea ns, provided 
it is not possible /0 res/art the engine 
toithout landinu, It 'las fell that . 
whether lat er usc was mud , o f th e 
eng ine or not : th e III .re ahil ity Lo US!: 

powe r if felt necessar y, even tho ug h 
it woul d d isq ua lify that flight, would 

-


g ive the pil o t a ll un fair advantage. hy 
pcrm itt ing him to take chances a pilot 
without such a sa fe ty fact or co uld not 
Lak e. ! 0 fur th ' 1' co ns ider a tio n will he 
g iven to 11 separate ca tego r y until 
someone co me forward with a sat is­
[actor y a nd workable plan wh e reby 
cog n iza nce ca n be given the usc of 
th e po we r pla n t ot he r th an as a launch­
ing means. 

6. As a result o f a deci sion made hv 
the U. S. Bureau o f tand urd s (D;. 
Brombacker l . st a t is tube connect ions 
fo r barographs in sailplanes are finallv 
decla red unnecessa ry for reco rd pur ­
poses. and th e ex is t ing rules arc 
sa t is facto r y. 

7. T he Br-itish Glid ing Assoc ia t io n 
pro posed th a t in add iti on to th e in­
di vidu al wo r ld cha m pio n, th e world 
c ha mpi o ns h ip com pe t it io n d et e rmi ne 
a c ha m p io n nation ba ed on the poi nt ' 
won by -uch national tea m havin g at 
leas t three cu ntes ta uts in the \Vo rld 
Championship Competition . 

There wa s gene ra l rlisappruva l of 
this prop osal for variou s reasons. th e 
chief being: (a) Man y co u nt r ies ·ca n. 
not provide three co ntes ta nts and eve n 
if th eir on ' or t WD en tr ie were far 
better than a nv othe rs . some o the r 
co un try would' I' ece iv~ th e cha m ­
pions h ip : ( b ) It wou ld tend to pro­
mote professi onalism ; (c) The Glid­
ing Commissi o n's a im is Lo recognize 
personal achievement. Soaring is an 
individ ua list ic . port; (d) It would 
ra ise nati o nal jea lousi es : a nd (c) it 
is eo nLra ry to the precede n t of 'o the r 
int ernational spur ti ng co m pe t itions 
II hich recogn ize no \I inn ing nu t ionr--« 
ultho ugh th e press endeavors to do 
so unofficia lly. This proposal was 
reject ed , 

B. There \I a" a len g th y uud se r ­
ious di scu ssi on o f th e matter of co n­
c ur rc nce of th e 0 ' 1' 1V Conven t ion 
a nd th e \ ' o r ld Chumpionship Gliding 

view. lIe fel t that in sufficient ti m e ha d 
been provided during the Span ish 
Competition for OSTI V m eet ings. A ... 
a re sult, fe ll' of th e contesting pi" 
were able to der ive the benefit th e 
fr om. Il e suggested that the number 
of con test d a ys be red uce d tu five to 
g ive an ext ra day for 0 Tl V m eet­
ings which th e con tes ta n ts mi ght 
altend. A vote was called an d Mr. de 
Lange's propos a l was rej ec ted . ( It is 
interesting to note, ho wever , th a t in 
the end there act ua lly were on ly fiv 
contes t days) . Mr. Ge h r iger suggested 
th a t an 0 T1V meeti ng he held the 
first non- Ily ing afternoo n. T h is was 
c r ys ta ll ized b y a m ot ion b y P h ilip 
Wi lls of the Brit ish Glid ing Assoc ia­
tion that l lll 0 ' T IV me t ing specia lly 
tailored for Pi lots, includi ng a sum ­
mary of th e paper- presen ted a t ses · 
s io ns wh ic h t he v were not a b le to 
attend, he he ld 0;1 the fir st non-flyin g: 
afternoon . T h i motion was passed . 

There was a general feel ing th a t 
some modi fica tion of \Vo rld Cham­
pionsh ip sc hed u les miaht be needed . 
On e point o f di scu ssi on would be how 
th e 1.4 d a ys o f the co mpetit io n wou ld 
be used. It was sugge sted th at on ly 
one da y he allotted to train ing a n tl 
thaL o ne dav he allotted to OS T IV, 
:'vIr. de Lange seemed to feel tha t LI· ·; 
OSTIV day should be at the end 
the m eet eve n i f it necess ita ted a I 

te nth day. It was ugges ted, ho wever. 
that this ma tt e r he lef t unti l next vea l' 
when th site o f th e 19.54 competi't io n 
is d ·te r m ined . 

The Turkish A ero Club, in a writ/en 
proposal asked that aerobatics he 
nuule II part 0/ the No tional Cluun­
nionships , There was generul tlisau­
uro nal, It was poi nt ed ou t, a mo ng 
other things, th a L it would co m plica te 
thc eq u ipm en t problem s ince the glid­
ers best s uited for acro bat ics were not 
best for soar ing: perfo rma nce. T he 
proposal wa s reject ed. 

10. 1/ was announced that here­
«[ter the Rules /01' the establishm ent 0/ 
Gliding Records IlTId Awardin g o f 
Internati on al Gliding ll a dges will he 
pu blished as a n "Annex" u r . up plc­
ment Lo th e Code por t iv of the FAJ. 

11. Th Prc irlcnt o f th e Glid iug 
Co m m issio n was inst r uct ed Lo req ues t 
th e Director of FAJ 10 wri te th e 
Na Lio na l Aero Clubs asking fo r pro­
posals for thc holdin g o f th e 1952 
World hampion ship Gliding Compe­
tit ion , so that a d eci si o n ma v be made 
at the n ext Gliding COll1mis~io n m cc ' ­
l ing wh ic h will be held next s um nu 

12. Apparently there has l.ecn di . 
ficult y in some co u ntr ies with the 
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