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A maj or pro blem confr on t ing in­
dividual glider owners a nd cl ubs no t 
fortunate eno ugh to ha ve a home field 
su itab le for auto towing is th e a va il­
ability o f a su ita ble to wpla ue, Fe w 
eno ugh o f us are able to own our o wn 
glide rs, and th ose who ca n a fford a 
towplan e on top of tha t are ra re in­
deed. A few clubs man ag to keep 
planes of th eir own go ing , bu t th e ma­
j ority have to ob ta in the serv ices o f II 

towplane from the ou ts ide. It is no t 
th e purpose o f thi s article to deal with 
the ' ho w' of gelling a towplan e. It is 
merel y a survey of the types in most 
gene ra l use on the west coast. an d u 
di scu ssion of their good an d bad 
points. 

The mo st powerful sh ip kn own to 
be in usc is th e war-surplus Vultee 
BT-1 3A, a low-wing tw o se a ter with a 
45 0 HI' Wa sp J r . ( If it ha ppens to 
hav e a 42 0 H I' Wrigh t R·9 75, it is a 
BT-1 5 ) . It is u big sh ip , a nd it will do 
a bi g j ob o f to wing if you hav e II h iu 
g lid r for it to work with . I sa w on e a t 
th e Na tion a l A ir Ra ces one ' . towinn 
FOUR sh ips, three L-K 's a nd th e 1·21 . 
T he things th at Gus Br iegleb ca n do 
with o ne in th e lin e o f s lo w flight 
a nd fantasti call y lo w ga llo ns-pe r-ho ur 
would amaze the de s ig ne rs . Appa r­
en tly on ly Gu s ca n do th em . fo r in th e 
hands of othe r p ilots , it' s not so good, 
a t lea st for g lide rs with low redlincs. 
S ince Gu s ca n tow Bowlus Babic, a t 
legal spee ds with the BT , I ac ce pted a 
tow Irorn another pil ot with a 8 1' 
for m y " Wolf; ' rcdiiucd at 62 MPH 
'fo r zero tow. Aft er ta k ing ofT bl ind 
throu gh th e d ust cloud th at the RT 
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raised on a dirt run wa y, I stayed on 
to w j us t lo ng eno ug h to ge t alt itude 
for a 180 hack to th e fie ld , We had 
go ne over th fence a t the end o f th e 
2500 foo t s tr ip at 90 M P H. On a n­
other ta keoff h hi nd th same shi p , 
a no ther p ilot in a T G·2 was reg iste r ­
ing 1 10. Beca use of th e s ho r t r ou gh 
fie ld , a q uick ta keoff was req u ired. 
bu t onc e in th e a ir. th e BT got dc)\\o.; 
to a lega l 70 for the TG.2, hu t could 
never q u ite ge t dow n to th e " \Vo!f's" 
62. Hat e-o f-c1imb with the TC -2 o n 
to w averaged abou t 7:-0 feet per min­
ute, wh ich is no t bad a t all if yo u ca n 
aff ord th e twent y-plus gall o us per hou r 
tha t go with it. 
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T he cost o f fuel was th e ma in reas on 
that Gus got r id of h is OT. He re p laced 
it with a Fa ir ch ild PT-23. a no the r war­
su rp lus lo w wi ng two seat er, but open 
cockpi t an d ca rry ing a 220 HP on­
ti nen ta l 7·cylin de r rad ialu ncow led in 
the nose . W ith this sh ip . he ge ts onl y 
ah o ut 150 FPM less clim b tha n the 01' 
with on ly ha lf the fuel co nsum pt ion. 
It ca n hung o n a t m uch low e r spee ds . 
too. In fad, he even com pla ined th a t 
o nc new p ilot nearl • had him s ta lle d 
o ut with a s tud e nt in the BG-8 ! 

S imi la r to the P T-23 in co st a nd 
pcr lor mnn cc is th e we ll-k no wn Stea r ­
man biplan e, th e PT-l :~_ 17. or IB. 
depending wh ether it has the '220 L : 
co ming , Conti n n ta L or J ucohs ra d i ~1 
ins ta lled . The : ' tea nila n is even bette r 
th an th e . a irchild in tha t it c an get off 
qu ick r an d ca n ha ng on at eve n lo wer 
sp eed s. Both . ho wever, ha ve one big 
ad va n ta ge o ver mo t of the modern 
ty pes used fo r lowing in tha t they arc 
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open coc kp it typ es, in wh ich th e p ilo t 
ha s no tro uble keep ing h is eye on the 
g lide r . T hey ha ve the f ur ther ad va nt­
age of ha v ing u uco wlcd rad ia l cnu ines 
a nd with a ll th e j ugs iu t in the o pen. 
hi gh cyli nde r hea d tem pera tu res se l­

'dom become a p ro blem . 

Goi ng do wn the scale i ll horse­
po wer, we orne next to th · Cess na 
L-19 A at 2 1 :~ H I' . Th is was d iscus sed 
in det a il in the .I ul) -A ug ust i ' sue o f 
S OA HIl 'G , bUI since it is a m ililurv 
type no t cu rren tly a va ilab le [ 0 sour" . 
a ct ivit ies, it will not be d isc ussed h 
Nex t is the S tinson 1.-5, a wa r-s u rp lus 
liai so n p la ne wi th a lll.- HP fla t-si x 
L ycom ing. T here are q ui t , a few o f 
these on the coast. but [ kn ow o f non e 
used fo r towin g. It is a good sh ip for 
th e pu rpose, how ever , t he Dayton Club 
uses on e, gell ing a s tea d " SOO feet 
per mi nu te with 'a n L-K illl tow . 

Down a t the 165) H P level we find 
severa l sh ips. ) hav e hea rd of S t inson 
S ta tion Wagon with 165) Franklins 
he ing used as tugs, b ut lun e never 
seen an y in op era tion. T h ree other 
s h ips in th is ho rse power ra ngc arc all 
spe .ia l co nve rs ion s using 160 HP 
K in ner K -5 ra d ia ls. a nd they mak e 
terr ific towpla nes. . 

Thc fi rs t is th e prewar Me ve rs b i­
p la ne, a two se a te r tra ine r or'ig ina lh ' 
pro d uced with th e 125 ITP Kinn e r o'r 
the 145 H I' Wil m er. The 125 is a n 
ad equa te tu g , the ] 45 is m uc h hctte r. 
a nd the 160 a pproac hes per fection . 
The second is a I ~)~ O morlel F leet 2 . 
or ig ina lly a l \I 0 se a ter b ip la ne with a 
100 lI P Kin ner. Inst a lla tio n o f tlu : 
hea vier eng ine res u lted in the sh ip be­
coming a s ingle sea ter with a n eXIJe i­
men tal l icense. a nd it is used on ly 
towing. T he th ir d sh ip in th is ca teg . 
is a no the r J!)30 job. the Davis D· 1K. 
a tw o sea te r pa raso l mon opl a ne th a t 

SOARIN G 6 




