
SNOW BIRD
 
Proves That Soaring Is Good
 

Sport the Year 'RoundMEET 

CAN,ADIANCONTE,STANTS : Guy Auger, left; Jacques Cod ere, right, are assisted by Reynalds Hartman in 
setting up. t!ote Ice on trailer. 

/;u H O lll:ll T G. DIST I ~ 

Elm ira's a n n ua l wi n te r so a r ing co n­
lest, the . ' n OlI' Bird Mee t, went o ff on 
sc he d ule with a full field of contes t­
a nts, inc lu din g three C olde n " C' s ·' . 
La r ry Cu hr lc in, S r .. Pa ul A. Sc h we ize r 
a nd Per i\'ie ul"","gTac'II". 

T Ilt' T lla nksg ivin g week-end of No· 
n : '.I1 I)('r 2'·::lO. 1(52 fea tured two co n­
sccut ive co ld Irnn t passages. T h is paid 
ofT to th e tunc o f over 70 ho urs o f 
soa r ing on th e II inter a ir uhov e Ha r r is 
Hill Soarin g s ite . 

1L was entirc lv a durati on contes t. 
th an ks to s lro ng ridge lift a nd gen­
erous con vect ion area s a mo ng th e 
sno w sq ua ll c u m u lus clo uds. 

A s trong e n lrv co n tingent f rom 
nei ghbor Ca na da added mu ch to th e 
pleas ure a nd character o f th e opcr­
a t io ns , day s a n d even ings both . 

Opera tions were planned ami ca r­
ri ed out 10 ge t tw o main result s: lop 
spo rt and goo d sa Ie tv co n tro l. Both 
were ac h ieve d . . 

T h urs day, ToV. 27 was en try a nd 
pr actice duv. \\Tineh towing off th e 
Harris Hill n ight . s tr ip was "on th e 
hou se" as it was durin g th e rema in de r 
of th e week-end. . 

fri d a y, N ov. :28 , firs t o ilic ia l con ­
lest d a y, was la un ehed a t th e Ol)OO 
ho ur wi th pi lots' m ee ting a nd wea the r 
b ri efin g . T he co m pet ition req ui re­
mcn ts, sc~i n g me thod. . a n d sa fe ty 
con l.>:''''',s were ,,,.tJj ue d . . :c u ri ng, s im i­
la r to the In tc r un ti ou '[ :-Vll n i ~ h Me et 
sys te m , gave ea ch <la y's top per to r r» 
un ce 1,000 po ints , wi th th e ru n ners-up 
pro rata do wn th e lin e. Th is s s tem 
wo r ked well here , espec ially hec a uso 
all performa nces were know n h v su n­
down eac h d a y and the sco r ing 'co uld 
he d on e without dela y. All o ffic ia l 
[lights wor e ru led o n a retur n- to-start­
ing poi n t a nd hefore sun do wn ha s i«. 

Saletv con tr ols included sc reen ing 
for pil ot a nd sh ip cc r ti fica tion s , check 
ri d cs with ne wco me rs to t he H ill 
a nd p re -p lan ned traffic patt ern dur in g 
a pproac hes. 

The f r id a y morn ing weather ma p 
p re pa re d for p ilo ts h r iefi ng sho wed 
th at it wou ld be a so a r ing day. Un de r 
the s ti mu lus o f thi s infor ma tio n. 
g roun d crews snapped to on Ih e fros tv 
mo r n inu hei ghts. . 

By ] 040 ho ur th e cu r ta in. snow cur­
ta in , that is, was up an d t h~ s ta ge set. 
The winch was in posit ion. hacked to 

a \VNW breeze o n t he brow of th e 
hill, a nd warmed up to th e work of 
the day. 

S unshine a s we ll was co nuncnc ing 
its th ermal a nd spir it wa rmi ng work. 

Earl y-hi n l Larry Ceh rl e in . Sr., was 
firs t oil and up the winch I i n~ at '1044 
hour in th is lo ng -wing Sc h we ize r 
J ·23C. He see ms to he on hi s wa y 
to do ing so me impressi ve fly ing in 
thi s sh ip, (one o f the tw o Sc h we izer 
"Madrid'spec ia ls" ) , on wh ich he look 
del ivery a fte r th e In ternati on al last 
sum m er. He won the :'n ow Bird Mee t. 
cl inc h ing it on th e se co nd dav when 
he soared hi g h ove r th e hili on a 
midget wave (o r so m c th ing l ) fo r ove r 
an hou r of a lai c win t ry overcast uf te r­
no on. No on e el se wa s hanging on at 
th e ti me. :vIus t kn oll' h ow 10 fl y, a lo ng 
with h is com petit ive s p i r it. 

.J ack A mes was orr righ t a fte r Lurr v. 
flying the L oud on UTG·1. a Ca lla d i,; l' 
des iun b uilt a t th e n ivcrsi tv of To , 
onto and appearing to he ,~ well-be­
ha yed shi p. It is a h igh win g s ingle 
sca ler in the intermedi at e sa ilp la ne 
ca tego r y. J ack is p residen t of th e 
Soa r ing Associa tion o f Can a d a a n t] a 
fin c spor ts m a n . 

Inc iden ta lly, th ese two pil ot s, in th e 
o rde r o f th eir in itial take-offs. were 
l\ inner and thirrl-placcr wh en ih e o l­
I!': ia l com pe ti t io n en de d at su ndown 
th ill','" II in ;: d u y. A ggress ive lie­
havior seem s i " h,''.,,> \Vhilt: they were 
ma king [ ec le r fligh ts ,, ~ te n minutes 
each, others were cl im bi ng in to l i~"'~ 

By 1200 hour, seven sh ips were II ell 
up , e i the r on ridge c u rre n ts . o r 
com for ta b ly es ta bl is he d in th e uppe r 
regi on s on cl oud co nvectio n. Big 
La rr y Gehrl c in had se tt led d own. 
a lon g w ith J a ck A m es, for nigh ts of 
five ho urs . o ne minute a nd : five hours 
a nd fo ur mi nutes resp ecti vel y. Lill ie 
La rry an d his i· E) was in a n d o u t o f 
the h otto m o f the st ac k three ti mes 
du r ing the da y, a nd was in th ere fo r 
the mass land in us al sun do wn. a fte r a 
49 min ute fl i gh l~ . 

There were n ine teen recognizer' 
co nt es t ni g h ts d u r ing the da~' , Il W -, 

aging two hours each, 
Tu rn 10 /lage 1() 
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