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T oledo's Fifth Mid-West Soar ing Contest got off 
to a sl ow s tar t on Thursday , July 3rd , 19 52. The ele­
ments w e re agai ns t us as overca st s k ies a nd thun­
derstorms moved through the a rea, but with the 
passage of a co ol front during th e ni ght Friday 
brought clear and cool weather and p r omises of good 
soaring con ditions . 

On July 4th Chuck Kohls w as the firs t off the 
ground on a weat he r fl ight in the Tol edo Glide r 
Club's 2-22. Hi s flight of 25 minutes indicated good 
thermals . N ext off th e ground t o r emain aloft 3 
hours and 23 minutes w a s R a y J ohnson in Dallas 
Wise 's TG-2 whi ch Ray had purch a sed a nd repaired 
after Dalla s' accid en t early this year , 

Outstanding flights of this day were Marvin 
Frost 's duration flight of 5 hour s a nd 38 minutes. 
Roudolp Opitz' s fli ght to Medina , Oh io jus t short of 
hi s goal whi ch was Akron, and Ed Knight's duration 
flight of 5 hou rs 12 minutes wh ic h ended at Wil· 
low Run Airport near Detroit a nd qualified him for 
hi s Silver " C" Ce r ti f ica te. 

Saturda y , July 5th was anoth er beautiful day 
with winds f ro rn the northeast off Lake Erie . The 
cold air from the lake has a bad effec t on thermal 
conditions for s eve r a l miles inland a nd the Toledo 
Airport is on the edge of the a ffec t ed a r ea. At the 
pilot's meeting it was decided t o m ake this a task 
da y with Adri an , Mi chigan as the task city. The 
Adrian Cham be l' of Commerce has been very coopera­
tive and ha s posted prizes for se veral yea rs for the 
first glider to rea ch their ci ty. This y ea r three very 
nice prizes w er e offered . Although it w a s not re­
quired that everyone try to go t o Adrian, most of 
the pilots na m ed Adr ian as thei r goal. 

The problem w as to get out of the lake ail' near 
the airport a nd once this was accom plis he d thermal 
conditions th roughout the area were excellent. The 
only one t o co m ple te the task w a s Ed Knight flying 
a Schweizer 1-2 3. E xcept for Floyd Sweet who named 
F ort W a yne, Indiana , a s hi s g oal a n d co mpleted hi s 
flight of 9'l miles in 4 hours ; a nd Rudolph Opitz w ith 
Cincinnati as his goal but landed a t Dayton, Ohio, 
120 miles f ro m Toledo, no one else m anged to g et 
away fro m t he vi cinity of the T ol edo Airport. 

At the co nclusion of Saturda y 's fli ghts Opitz and 
Sweet w er e very close in total points and there was 
some speculation as to whether or not Opitz would 
make th e long dr ive back to T oledo fo r Sunday's 
competi ti on . 

Saturda y n ight the group gat hered a t the Carra­
nor Club in Perrysburg for a dutch treat dinner and 
free beer. This w a s a g a la evening a nd was climaxed 
by the presentation of souvenir gl asses to all pil ots 
a nd their c rew s by Contest Direc tor J ohn Nowak. A 
set of eig h t Li bb ey Glass Company's "old -f a s h ioned " 
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glasses were presented. These g lasses w e re s u ita bly 
m arked with the date a nd a 1- 23 s a ilpla ne in a tow­
er ing cum ulus . 

J. NOWAK, F. SWEE T AN D R. OPITZ 

Afte r dinner song s and beer drinking w ent 
on until the small hours of the morning . The man y 
r ed ey es a nd hoarse voi ces of the pilots on the 
flight line on Sunday were evid e nc e of a ra ther g a y 
eve n ing. 

W e were again bl essed with fine w eather o n 
Sunda y and found Opi tz a t the airport fo r OUl' pilots ' 
m eeting after a sleeple ss ni ght on the road. E xcept 
for two goal and return flights by Floyd Sweet a nd 
Rudolph Opitz to Findlay, Ohio, all other flights w ere 
local. 

The Fifth Mid-West Contest was of fici all y co nclud­
ed at foul' P.M., bu t it was a g r eed that a ny sa ilplane 
in the a il' on a cros s -cou n try flight w ould have until 
s ix P .M . to report t o the co n t es t com m it tee, Opitz re ­
turned from hi s goal-a nd- r e t urn flight five minutee 
before the s ix o 'c loc k deadl ine a nd had a ccumulated 
e no ugh points to w in th e con t es t. 

The followin g stati stics give all p ertinent in­
f ormation regarding the prize winners a nd pa rtici­
pants. While th e Mid-West Contest is not a large 
one , we here in T oled o believe that eve r yo ne had a 
good t im e a nd enjoyed the informal get - to ge t her . 
There were no casualties or minor accide n ts of any 
kind. 

W e hope that next yea.r m any m ore people w ill 
co me t o T oledo t o parti cipate in th e Si xth Mid­
W es t Con t est. 
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