
checked be fo re being put ha ck in t o 
s ervice this season . The 1-19 is ex ­
pect ed t o do a good jo b of so a r in g 
this yea r . particularly if ou r pl a n s 
w ork ou t and it is ri g g ed w ith II n ew 
pa ir' of w ings t ra ns f'o rmtng' i t into a 
1-20, in t he ca t ego ry o f a med ium 
sa il p Ia ne w ith som ewha t b e tter pe r ­
torma nce than t h e Gnm a u . This 
s hould be g ood n ew s t o all " C" 
pil ots ," 

- F rom F R E E FLI GHT 

S AILPLANE A N D GLID E R 

F oll owing is a port io n of a letter 
f ro m Ver no n B lun t , ed ito r of t he 
B ri tish magazin e, S a il p lane a n d Gli d­
e r some cha nges in hi s a d copy: 

"You might a lso m ention H o pe 
Pla t t a" being ass is ta n t ed it o r . She 
is a bout the m os t im portant w om an 
in wo r-ld gl id ing t od a y , being t he 
wife of the pres id ent of Shell w h o 
is almost cont.inuou sl v on the m ove 
and w herever' s he goes m eets g lid ing 
people . 

Du r in g the la st yea r she h a s 
v is it ed gliding people III F r a n ce . 
Spa in . Italy. L eba non. E gypt . Ind ia . 
Mal a y a . Ch ina . J a pan. Australia . 
N ew Zealand, The Argentine. B raz fI, 
Ch ile . S. Afri ca . A fe w w eeks a go 
fo r exa m p le s he w as in B ishop, a nd 
t hrough her in f lue nce the Shell o r ­
ganiza tion throughout the wOI'Id a l­
w ays s upp o r ts g lid ing. 

S he is m Ulti-lingual in cl u ding' 
French a nd Spa n lsh a nd except f OI' 
the fa c t t ha t s he is a lways w ith h e r 
hus band on Shell a ffa irs wou ld be 
a n id eal pres id ent of the F .A .I. I n 
the pa st yea r she ha s launched three 
s h ip" in cluding th e world's larg e s t 
t a n ker 31,000 t ons . She is the m othe r 
of fo u r stalwart sons . the eldest of 
w h om is in the F ore ign Of fice a nd is 
s hortl y go ing t o Moscow en pe s te . 
The second son is in t he Co lo n ia l 
Service a nd the r em ain ing twins a ro 
a bout to do their M ilitary S e rvice 
before going t o Oxfo rd . 

Sh e writes for ' us wh en eve r "he ha s 
time a n d whil st sh e is on her t ri p s 
w it h her husband s h e n ev er f ail s to 
ac t a s a h igh le vel sa lesma n fo r 
Bri tish a ircraft of a ll sizes a n d h a s 
been ack now ledged more than once 
by m any g ra tefu l agen t s of B ri tish 
a ircra f t throughou t the world . 

N E W PRUE D U E 

E d Minghelli of Baldwin P ark. 
Calif. is expecting to be in t he ail' 
with hi s n ew Prue 215 by the ti me 
thi s is published . At lea st s ix o t her 
21 5's a re in various s tages of com ­
pletion a ro u nd th e cou n t r y . Trv Pruc 
com p la in s that he n ever will get h is 
own new ship f inished because eve r y 
ti m e an o t h e r publ ica t ion wri t e" u p 
hi s des ign "h e is fl ood ed w it h COl'l'CS­
pondence a nd vtsttors, ve ry few of 
whom are buyers . Those building 
t he s hip in a ddi t ion t o the two m e n ­
tioned a bove a re : J oe A nthon y . \ViI­
loughby, Ohio ; Fra nk Kerns'. B ell­
f lower . Ca.lif. : Ti m Kingston, S eattle , 
W a sh. ; Ge org e J a ckson, Mmneapoli s . 
Minn. ; Ste l'li ng B a rnes. P ental om a , 
CDli f. 

- Conden sed f rom THE THER M A L , 

NATIONAL CO. TEST~
 
TOO LONG '~
 

It is time tha t the le n g th of a na ­
ti on al co n t es t be conside red in t e r m s 
of n a ti on- w ide p a r t ici pa ti on by o t h 
ers t ha n the well-to-do a nd sch oo l­
t eac he r's, 

T h e average glide r p ilo t w h o w o rks 
fo r a li v ing g e ts a two-week 01' 14 ­
day vacat ion , Any extra time is ou t 
of h is own po ck et a nd may even jeo­
pa rd ize h is jo b, 

T o accom m odate all p ilots fro m a ll 
p a r t s of t he country a m in im u m of 
3 days tra vel ti me m ust be allowed 
a t ea ch en d of t he contest. 

It should be a s sumed t ha t our p ilot 
f r om af a r w ill leave h is j ob F r ida y , 
rus h h om e to do the las t f ew c hores 
a nd start f o r t h e on t.es t early Sat ­
u rday morn ing'. H e will drive a ll d a y 
Satu r da y . S un da y . M on day a n d a r­
ri v e Tuesda y a fte rnoo n. He w ill fi nd 
a ll the pilots who a re serious con­
t en de rs h a ve arrived or' are a rriv ing 
w it h h im . " 

T u esda y evening t here w il l b e a 
p ilo t s' m ee t ing, w h ic h is m a ndat o r y 
for all co n t esta n t s f 0 I ' a g en e ral 
bri efi n g . is s u ing of tow ti cke t " a ncl 
s u h . T'his Tuesd ay eveni ng p ilo t s ' 
m eeti ng co u ld a lso be the fi r s t o p­
po r t u n ity I'or t h e s po n so rs to s h ow 
t heir hos pita li t y by serving r e f'res h­
men t s w h ich are in accord w it h 
C. A .R. 

"'a shinlr t on Gover n or I{ t~ po rts 

I r ee l t ha t w e ha ve one of the 
U . S . m ost outs tan d ing groups of 
g lide r boy s-no. not record s ex ac tly 
- un les s it would be for' Lhe m ost 
rapid g ro wth . W e n um be red I in 19 46 
a nd ha ve g row n beyo nd t he fiO m ark 
in the S t a t e . One g lide r w as fly in g in 
1947 and n ow the sta t e boa sts 15 
g lide r s . The Pacific N or-t h wes t Soar ­
ing Assn . - ori g ina lly t o rmed by 
A mos "Wood , is the h olding g roup 
fo r t h r ee trop hies : the Boeing A ir­
p lane Co . A lti t ud e Trop hy . The 
Ellleri s b u rg' " J a v Ce e' Enduran ce 
Plaque. a nd a n ew t ro phy t o be g iven 
fOI" t h e f irs t t im e this year. It is fI 
t ro p hy in m e m or y of m y brot he r and 
I a m givin g i t for di stance fli ght. All 
the above trop h ies a re perpe tua l 
tro ph ies . 

Al m os t eve r y w eekend three 0 1' 

m ore s h ip s a r e act ive a t Arlington 
a nd this s eason prom ises to be the 
m os t en joy a ble ye t f o r W a sh in g t on . 

The pi ctu re is of t he Ca rson -Ra d ­
c liff -Chase D r a g onfly taken t w o 
w eeks ago as w e w ere g e tting set 
up for fli ght. The indlv ld u a Is. in the 
pic t u re f ro m left t o ri ght are , Gib 
G ilb e r-t , Scott Ca r s on , T om Cars on . 
Virginia Ca rson , Kit a rs on. E d R a d­
c liff . Bob J o p pa , a n d D ean Rey n olds . 

Wedn esday m or n ing the pi lo t s a s ­
sem ble on e m or e fo r' a b r ief m e­
teorologtcn l a n a ly s is ancl t he co n tes t 
is on u n ti l t h e fo llow ing Tuesday ev ­
en ing , w h en t h e fl ying part s top s . 
T ha t mea ns seven da y s of con t in ­
u ous hard con t es t fl y in g , If a n y pil ot 
r eg is t e r's a fte r' the t irs t Tues da y he 
is not to be con sid ered a s erious con­
t es t a n t and no t e n t itl ed to fl y until 
all contestants a r e o ff. . 

T h e secon d W ed n esda y is a time 
for t he hom ecom in g of the long di s­
t ance p ilo t s , the prep a rat ion of con­
tes t sum m aries a n d t h e c lim a x . 
w h ich is t he a w a rds banque t. This 
a w a r ds ba nque t shoul d f ind a ll pi­
lo ts p re se n t . f o r t hey w ill ha ve a ll 
day T h u r-sday, F r iday , Sa t urda y a nd 
Sunda y Lo d r ive home, (H e s h ou ld 
n o t be exp ec ted t o dr iv e ho me on 
Sun day an d Monda y of t he La b o r 
Da y week -en d when t raff ic is at it.' 
hea vie s t as t h e sch ed ul e fo r this 
y ea r 's N a t io nals d lc t a t es. ) 

OUI' pil ot. perhaps t h e n ew c ha m p ­
ion, fro m t he di sta n t co r ne rs of the 
land w ill be a ble t o repo rt ba ck t o 
hi s j ob wi t h a c lea r eye a n d mind 
be ca us e th e con t es t sp onsors thought 
in t erms of the tra veling n eeds of 
the ir pilots. 

T'h is s ug g es t ion sh ould. for the 
w elfa r e of our national con t es t s , b e­
com e t h e officia l po licy of the SSA. 

S in cere ly , 
B E N S H Tp A CK. 

E d Ra de li f f ha s nam ed our s h ip t he 
" P ogo Stick" be cause of so m e 
t ro u ble h e h a d a t r irst in landing . 

- K it Ca r s on 

HlG D O IN G ' A 1' AHLIl'WTOX 
The first Sn.tu tdny in Ma y p roved 

to be t he mos t e ven t f ul da y t ha t t he 
O lrd e rpo rt a t A r lingt on ' h a <; e ve r 
s een. Firs t, an d m os t s ig n ifica n t w a s 
t he fl ig h t o f J oe R ob ertson . Pres id ent 
of th e S ea tt le G lid er' Council . w ho 
fl ew to B ellingham, 15 miles n orth­
wes t. A s f a r as is known, this ill the 
first g lide I' cross -co un t ry to be m ad e 
wes t of t he Ca s ca des, .Ioc ha s bee n 
w o rk ing t ow a r d this fl igh t a ll wi nte r, 
buy in g a n d ins ta ll in g s pec ia l ins t ru­
m e n t s o f h is ow n in thc Cas cade 
G I'OUp" T G -3, a n d wo r k ing on t he 
s h ip t o clea n it u p , 

W h ile J oe w a s on the way to B e ll ­
in g ha 111, P e te Bo w e r's t ook a t ow to 
2000 f eet in t he W ol f', a nd a fte r' drop­
p ing ba ck d ow n t o 15 00, ca ught som e 
li f t t hat t ook h im t o 4000 feet ri ght 
o ve r t h e fie ld . w here h e s tayed for 
t w o h ours a n d f iftee n min u t e" . the 
sa m e ti m e it t ook J oc to get t o 
B ell ing ham. 

T he t hird e vent of t h e da y w a s 
t he licensing of H ea s ley ' En t z' 
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