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HE PRES DE T'S MESSAGE
 
50th Anniversa ry of Powered Flight Sets Stage 
For Soaring's Recognition; Youth Program Timely 

THE ;:jOTII ANNIVEHSAHY of Powered F light will he 
approp ria tely ce lebra ted hy a ll nvint ion organiza t ions 
and individuals the world over d uring 10 ;:j:-t T he cele­
bration in the Un ited St al es will he led by the Na tiona l 
Comm ittee , Fift ieth A nnivcrsa rv of Flight , which is very 
a ppro pr ia tely headed by one o f Amer ica's most em inent 
uvi ut ion figures, Lt. Cen , ju mes H. Dool ittl e. 

It sha ll he the plea sure- o f the Soar ing Society of 
A me r ica to coopera te with Gen. Doo littl e a nd th is Co rn ­
mittec in co nduc ting thi s g rea t ce leb ra tion wh ich will, 
in its ent ire ty be a tribute to all the unt iring indi vid ua ls 
who b y their ge n ius and det ermination ha ve p rovided 
man 's mo st spectac ula r accomplishmen t, h uman Hight, 
and ha ve made it a tool of se rv ice fo r the g rea t good 
of all mankind. 

AMONG TH E M Al Y eve nts of the celeb ra tio n a rc 
mem orial dinners, aviation symposium s. the la ying o f th e 
corners tone of the Wr ight Memor ial Museum a t Kit ty 
Hawk, educa tio na l programs in schoo ls, aviation conven­
ti ons, co mmemora tive stamps, a irl ine ex hibits, travel ing 
exh ibi ts, a ir sho ws and races, radi o and television sho ws , 
aviation weeks, open hou ses a t a ir st a ti ons an d manu fac­
turing plants, p rograms at civ ic an d lunc heo n d ubs, 
schools, and ma ny othe r things to impress the c it izenry 
)f the world with the impo rta nce of this ",,)O-m iles tone " 
1Il av iation's hi story of p rogres s. 

It is mor e than mer el y cninc ide ntai that th e So a r ing 
Soc iety will participate in all these acti vities of th e cele­
brati on , for it is also a cele b ra tion of the success and 
accomplishment s of Acro.ion eti cs. 

ALL THE TR IALS and er ro rs , the to il and lab or of 
untold th ou sands o f hour s, the hun dred s of hiller di s­
appo intme nts of failure, the unknow n num be rs of liv es 
spe nt in unrewarding partial success or lost in fatal acci­
dents, and the few mea ger successes of the nearly ,'i00 
yea rs from th e tim e of Leon ardo de Vinc i to th e time 
of the Wright Brothers, were the results of a ttempts to 
glide fr om a hi gh er to a lower level or to soa r ofT into 
the atm osphe re, and were g lid ing' and soar in g' s first co n­
tribution s to avi ation . 

lust as gliders served the Wr ight Brothers and all their 
contemporaries 0/ SO years ago, and thr oughout all the 
years since, glidin,q.' and soaring are serving the geniuses 
0/ suuer-soni c design today, Wc all know th at th e im­
mo rtal W r ights , as did a ll the others of the ver y early 
pion eer s of human ni ght , mad e their fir st successful 
fligh ts in gl ide rs . 

Mos t of us p robabl y kn ow that one of the world 's 
most success ful design ers and co ns truc to rs of mod ern 
h igh performan ce powered a irc ra ft \"\,'illie Mcsserschmitt, 
sa id th at he was able to design super ior a irc ra ft because 
o] his experience in design ing and building glide rs and 
sailplanes. We all a lso kn ow that it requ ired all th e ge n ius 

- and know-how of the eng ineers an d man ufac ture rs a nd 
.d l the hravcry and da r ing o f th e p ilo ts and crewme n 
of all the co untr ies o f the fr ec wor ld five yea r" to conq ue r 
the air force th at was tr ained in the sa me school th a t 
trained Willie Mcssersclnn itt. 
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OF CO rrSE. we a lso kn ow that some of the leading 
design engi neers of o ur presen t-day supe r-so n ic aircraft 
incl ude contes t soaring in their recrea tiunal ac tiv it ies , as 
have aerona ut ical engin ee rs th roughout th e 50 yea rs of 
avia t ion development. 

T he knowledge they gai n in seeki ng to improve th eir 
craft ne ro d yuam ica lly and to sha r pen their pil otin g skills 
ca nnot hel p bu t be reflect ed in the results of the g rea t 
eng ineeri ng proj ec ts they a rc directing. 

In add it ion to th is na tu ral influen ce that ha s been 
co inc ident a l with g lid ing an d nirc ra lt design throughout 
aviat ion de velopment, man y coutr ibul iou s to fur the r devel­
opm ent am i improvement o f aircraft are bein g mad e b y 
resea rch pr ojects !lO W Fost er ed b y organi zed soa r ing . 

Curren tly , there is the Sa ilplune Proj ect o f the Research 
Sta t ion of M ississi pni S ta te College, where aerod yn amic 
resea rch is co nd uc ted, em ploy ing the sa ilpla ne in natu ral 
a tmosp here, obta ining r esults of equal value to some 
obta ined in h igh -cost wind tunnels. 

A no ther project emp lo ying sa ilp la nes to grea t advan ­
tage is the recent in vestiga ti on of th e be hav ior of violent 
win ds over and on the lec sides of the H igh S ierras. 
Re ~;u lts o f these stud ies, coupled with kn owled ge a lready 
k nown by studen ts of ae rodo ne t ics and meteorologi sts, ma y 
ena ble pil ots to a void mountain-top c ras hes that ha ve 
tak en so m an y l ives , (o ne such cr as h, in Korea , is being 
anno u nced by r ad io, while th is is bein g written ) . 

THE M AN Y IN OIV l DUAL co ntr ibut ions made to avia ­
tion progress by g lid ing and soa r ing are far too nnmerous 
and too well known 10 go furthe r into her e, hut the 
progra m for the An niversa ry Yea r a nd th er eafter is of 
immediate import ance. 

Those of us who have heen associa ted with soa r ing over 
the yea rs realize that Y outh A ir T ra ining was one of the 
pr incipa l corn e rstones of th fou nd ing of th e Soa ring 
Socie ty of Amer ica in 1032. 

This year of the SOth A nniuersnry o] I'o wered Flight 
prov ides an opportune tim e to call att ention to the man y 
possilulities 0/ glid ing and soaring to provide m.any 0/ the 
curren t needs 0/ American A viation and to request sup ­
p ort. /01' the Society's determinat ion 10 create the reali sti c 
You th A ir Ed ucation Prog ra m that is referred to, bat 
neglected , by so mawr. ( Read the Editorial in th is issue 
o] SOARIj\;'G .) 
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