
Spiraling
with	 E J 

M ore abo ut our colum nis t : EJ's first 
att ent ion to flying m achines cam e in 
th e early 20's, when he spent all th e 
tim e possible aro und the local air port 
and received h is firs t instruct ion. ( To 

he cont inucd .} 

TH E FO R ACTIV E cl ub s o f llie Pac ific Nor th wcst a re - Sea ttle 
Glider Co uncil (pub lishers of Towline ), Cascade Soa r ing Society, 
Pac ific: N or thwest Sour ing Assoc int ion, a nd P ug et So und Soaring 

IVANS STORY (co ntinued) 

! 
str on g sou thwes t wi nd , 1 wa tc he d th e 
precious a lti tu de lo wly un win d on 
the alt imeter and wa tched th e miles 
toward Amarillo pass by (m uc h mori 
slo wly, it seemed l ) , T he air was quite 
sm ooth , an d I co uld see d ust being 
blown across m y course by the s trong 
sur fa ie wi nd. T here seemed to be no 

I prospect of fi nd ing a ny more lift, a nd 
I by the t ime I passed over Cla ude I 

~ cou ld sec house a nd ca rs a nd peopl e 
very p lai n ly , a nd there wa s still so me I 
20 m iles to go.I 

1 

Then the u ne xpect ed h appened - I 
felt a little t u rb ulence a nd watche d , 
del igh ted , while th e rat e of cli m b 
mo ved stead ily up past zero a nd se ttled ( 
ncar 2 meters/sec as I p ut th e 1·2:i I

Assoc ia tion. 1I o f these clubs arc do miciled in a nd a ro und Seattle, into u sp ira l. A few turns show tha t 
Wash ington sta te's g rea t po r t c ity - which, incidentally, is situa ted this was no bu bble, bu t a real therma l, 
some 100 miles inland f rom the blu e Pac ific. ~ a nd as th e m inu tes we n t by I pa ssed 

I 
I
 

th e poin ts of (1) m aybe m ak ing m y 
go a l, (2) pret ty sure of mak ing my 

P. H. Ent z, of the sec, is a nell' D irc ctor o f th e Soaring ' ocietv of 
Ameri ca . T his is the fir st time. I bel ieve. fo r the Soci ty to ha ve a 

( goa l, a nd finally (3) th e poi n t whereDirecto r fro m this import an t i'(;ari ng g ro up, Ha rold ("Kit") Carson 
ha s long be en a p r ime move r in thi s section , He, you kno w, is o f the I was certain o f m ak ing it. ?tech n ica l s ta ff of Bocinu's a ir -to -a ir re fueling syst em . Also prorn i ­ I, of course, re po r ted all thi s to 
nenll y	 identi fied with soar ing in th e " No r thwest Corner" are ­ Bud and Hutch. wh o we re m ost 
Robert J oppa with th e U n ivers ity o f Wash in!!ton , curre n tly act ive with please d. Earl ier, Bud had figu r ed tha t 
a n A ir Sco ut glider fligh t tr a in in g dev elopmcnt ; Peter Bowers, Ed ito r 1 I cou ld a t least g lide to the po in t where 
o f Towline: Gera ld Casey with the Civil Aero na u tics Auth or ity : Amos I m igh t ea rn my 500 k ilomete r Dia ­
" rood	 with Boei ng , a nd a host of others. ? m ond " C" leg , hu t now it looked as I 

The activities o f th e Washing ton g roups ha ve also someth ing o f th oug h r wo uld get this and goa lI
interna tio na l asp ect. Being ac ro ss-the-bo rder neigh bo rs of Canada , I po int s too. an 

th ey Ircqucntlv v is it back a nd for th with Ca nad ia n soa r ing- people , ( At th is time, I began to thi n 
The spo rt is lilli e devel oped in the p ra ir ie provinces of W es te r n I about	 the goal p r izes that had been 
Ca na da , a nd perhaps th e P uc ific No r th wes te rne rs will eo nt in ue to I announeed fo r Amari llo - $200 forIenco ura ge it there. r ha ve a lwavs th ough t th ere m ust be a n a wful fir st p ilot to reach th ere, .; 50 for sec­
lot o f pcrfcctl j excelle n t so aring co udi tio ns going to waste in weste rn ~ ond. T he Contes t Comm itte e ha d 
Canada . 

But - wh o a rc we to talk ? Ft I' cer ta in ly we s t ill have so me wide 
gaps betw een ou r suaring ce n ters . O r , as tile Governor o f N. C. sa id 
to the Cov, of S. Coo " It 's a long ti me be tween drinks ." 

Look ing a t a reli ef map o f \Vashington , a soa r ing m an is imme­
diatel y str uck with the appa re nt va r iet y of soaring possibilities. The 
Cascade mou n ta in ra nge, with some peaks goi ng h igher tha n 14 ,000 
feet, d ivi des the s tate wi th app roxima tely one-fou rth lyi ng to the 
west. a nd th re e-fo ur th s to the cast. D ifferences in weather. te rra in. an d 
veg eta tio n between the t11"0 s ides, a re ve ry marked . It n{akes fo~ tw o 
worlds, as it were. 

Cross ing the Cascades (a mutter of half a n hours dr ive over some 
of the world 's finest hi ghway s ) fr om west to cas t, yo u leave the lus h 
g reen of a fir , spru ce and ceda r ra in fo res t o f th e Pacific s lope ­
a nd go im mc dia telv in to th e d ry reaches of the a r id eastern roll ing 
pla ins. Rain fall west o f the ran ge a ve rn ge- 100 o r mo re inches an nua ll y. 
whil e on th e eastern si de it is frcq ue ntlv no mo re tha n 10 inches 
per ann um. 

I a nno un ced that E ngl ish Field was the 
go al prize a irport ; · u nfo rtuna tely, no 

~ such a ir field ap pea red on m y cha rts, 
I a nd a call to the ca r b rough t forth th e I in form a tion th a t no suc h a irpor tI existed on thei r ch a r ts e ither. Tdeci ded ( 

to call Ama r illo Rad io fo r inforrua ­

~	 tion , and lea rned from that th at Eng­
lish Fi eld a nd the Ama r ill o A ir Ter m i­
nal were o ne a nd the same. 

1 T hen the opera tor added , " Fo r yo ur 

I 
inform a tio n , a no ther gl ider has j ust 
la nded here !" T hi s was a hlow. an d 
T was imme dia tel y c u r ious a s to who 
it was, b ut no info rmat ion wa s to he 
had o n thi s po in t. 

A fter passing th is word a lo ng to th e 
c rew. I to ld them to go a he ad to the

I
I 

i 

Air Term inal , as I had enoug h alt itude 
to ma ke it at th a t point. 1 p o inted th e 

T he g rea t Boe ing A irc ra ft Works are locat ed a t Sc uttle , a nd fro m 
the ranks of th e ir cngineering a nd techn ica l sta ffs th e Wa sh in gton ia n 
so ari ng g ro ups hav e a ri ch uri ne o f p ro spective mem bers, Some q uit e nose slig htl y so uth o f the air field. 

wh ich I co uld good soar ing IIight s ha ve hee n ac com plishe d in this area : a ltitu de!' I no w see qu ite plainl y. 
of 14,000 feel, d ura t ion- of uver se ven ho urs a nd dista nces o f ncar a nd settled d own fo r th e last leg of th e 
200 miles. ~ d a y' flight , when I was s ur p r ised to 

But anyway - with a ll these wo nders, it is tuo bad the 'Va hin g ­ I hear a call from the ca l" v ia VHrI
to ni ans a re not gil terl a t b ragg ing like the Texans - i f the y were. receiver and h eadph on es. (
they too Gould becom e fam o us. Bud had a messa ge for me, " Let me I 

-
 E. J. Reev e ' I IJC th e fir t to cong ra tula te yo u 0 11 
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