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l'H IS PAST summe r man v A meri can 
sa il p la ne c n th us ias ts v i ~itc d t h e i r 
fr iends and co lleagues in va r ious 
co un tr ies in Europ e and had an op­
portun ity to see for them selves what 
probl em s con front th em in va r ious 
regions and climat es and how th ey go 
about so lv ing th em. 

It was a particula r pr iv ilege to oh­
se rve th e Austr ian N at ional Contest 
at the Alp ine soaring center and scho ol 
si te of Zell-am-Sec, wher e se veral con­
verg ing vall eys and th c proxim ity of 
th e H oh e Tauern and Gross ·Gloc k ner 
mountain ran ge to the so uth an d a 
s izea ble lak e nestling betw een the 
mountain spu rs to th e north creat e 
unusual th ermal co nd itions wh ich en­
ab le th e expe r ience d pilots to soa r un­

. t il late even ing hours when one would 
ex pect no more lift. 

Am on g tho se visiting th e sit e was 
the Finn ish team on th ei r way hack 
home from S pa in an d severa l Amer­
ican travelers enjoyed the privilegc 
of pa ssen ger flights ami dst the Alp ine 
sce ne ry , a mona tl1'>m g : ll R"'1hy, John 
Gra ves a nd myself and fa m ily. 

Another ver y interestin g visit was 
,aid 10 the Sloven ia n Aeronau tic As­

soc ia tio n on invi ta tion o f the ' e ro­
nnutical U nion of Y ug oslavia , T he 
thorough manner in whi ch the cngi ­
neers and test pil ot s of the hi gh per­
forman ce sa ilpla no Trigla v had sys ­
tematically proceeded to improve its 
performance was much a ppre cia ted 
during a visit to their exper imental 
worksh op anr] glide r fa ctory ncar 
Ljubljana, 

During a visit to the soa r ing school 
at Le sce an oppo r tun ity was g iven to 
Lt. Colonel Ha lph . Royce, who ha d 
been s tand in g by as a lte rn a te p ilo t of 
th e mer ican tea m for the Inl cr nu­
tiona l W or ld Champions hip S our ing 
Con test in Madrid, to ll y th e famou s 
amp h ib ia n sa il p la ne [ad ru n , on ce 
land ing on terra firma and on ce (o r 
ma ybe twice at tha tl on the pie­
turesq uc res or t lake o f Bled , prac­
tica lly at the foot of the maj esti c three­
peaked M ount Tri glav, fo r wh ich land­
ma rk the othe r sa ilp la ne was named. 

Colo ne l Il ovce expressed h imself as 
hein g exp remely impressed with the 
perform an ce of the judran, in th e ai r , 
in acrobatic ma neuvers. an d on the 
surf ace of the wa te r ( ~' i a o ne-m an­
power paddl e propulsion) . 

T he hosp ita l ity exte nded to the 
A meri ca n v isi tors llY th e ir A ust r ia n 
a nd Yu goslavian co lle ag ues was m ost 
co rd ial. In L j ub lj a na it was particu­
la rl y pleasant to renew acquaintance 
with Bor is Ci ja n, the design er of the 
O I'Q O sailplane and to mect P rofesso r 
A. Kuhclj of th e In st itute of Tech­
nolog y, whose un de rstand ing ass is t­
a nce is m uch appre c iat ed hy the local 
g roup o f striv ing young engi neers wh o 
enjoyed seeing so me sa mples o f t ime­
la pse pictures o f icr ra \ ave d ouds. 
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T he fir st glider club in th e wo rld . 
the Moh a wk Aeria l N av igat ion COIll­
pan " or ga n ized in l WJ;I, in Schenee­
tad y, N ew York. was hea ded by the 
n ow fam o u s c n g in ee r ing ge n ius , 
Cha rl es P. S te inmetz. 
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bv P A UL B I K L E 

I l IAD stopped off a t Odessa. and had 
hop ed to m ak e a d istance flight of ;-00 
k ilomete rs to com plete m y Diamond 
" C" . A fte r spend ing two week s and 
completing flights o f 202.210. and 306 
mi les, we were ready 1(; mov e on to 
Grand Pra ir ie wi thout th e required 
:31J-m ile flig h t. 

Ho weve r, th e la st da y looked good 
a nd, ins tead of leaving for Grand 
Prairie, we to ok o lT to the northwest 
fo r one mo re try at it. A fte r a slow 
s ta rt and a long detour lo th e west for 
be tter cloud s, th e fI ight was cont in ued 
0 11 over Clovis and Tucumoar i. T. 1"1.. 
a nd the la ndin g wa s made at Clayton: 
:12.- miles fron ~ Odessa , after arrivin g 
ove r th e a irpor t with 10,000 feel. 

Anne, Illy wile, with H ugh, J ohn, 
Pat a nd our d og, Moj ave, arrived with 
the ca r a nd tr ail er l he ne xt m orning. 
We immed iat elv s tar ted for Grand 
P ra ir ie hu t d id not get there in I ime to 
fly the first day. 

Complet ion of a :j II -mil e goa l flight 
to Odessa dur in g th e con tes t ca me as 
an ant i-cl ima x. in fac t. the d istan ces 
flow n duri ng the con test d id not really 
ma ke an impress ion untiL on the last 
day, I rea lized that I would ha ve to 
om it a 22 0-m ile go a l flight because it 
was m y poorest co n test flight. 

Really , th e most in t resting flight s 
in th e co n tes t were th e d ose d-course 
ta sks. I fo und the m interesting to fly 
and enj o yed watching the other sh ips 
com ing in a fte r complet ing th e ta sks. 
Also enj oyed not having a long and 
expens ive rctricve an d the best pa r t of 
all was a good n ight's sleep for a 
change . 

The mo st last ing impression I have 
L of th e smooth and effic ien t way in 
which the contest was run and of th e 
comp lete absence o f bi ckering or com­
plaints which can so eas ily spoi l events 
o f th is type. \Ve all owe a hi g vote of 
thanks to E. J, Hee ves, Hal Cronk hite, 
Ph il Easley a nd the other s who made 
th is poss ible. 
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