
$1,00 0 Distance Awards Offered at Elmira; 
'Big Larry'of 'Flying Gehrleins' Is Donor 
SOA R ING ACTI VITY a t lam ed H a r ­
ri s Hill , Elm ira, N. Y., will he of 
hei ghten ed interest in th e co m ing yea r 
throu gh announcement of " LOOO in 
ca sh a wards fo r lon gest c ro ss-co u nt ry 
flights made from th ere in the 12­
month pe r iod end ing Oct. I , 1953. 

Donor of the awa rds is Lawren ce 
Cehrlein of Eric, P a . 

Awards will he S500 fo r the winner 
in th e class of hi gh performancc sail ­
planes, o r Class i\ ; and ,, :250 eac h for 
medium sa ilp la nes, o r Class B, and 
trainers, or C las s C. Troph ies w ill be 
g iven in ad d it ion to th e p r ize m on ey, 

Presentati on will he m ade a t the 
banquet of th e ] l),=j;i S now Bird IVied, 
trud iti on al Thanksgi I ' in g-t ime gl id iug 
event al Elm ira. 

Det a ils of the cnm pc t it io u. as an­
nounced h y Mr. Cehrl cin, a re a" fol­
1011's: 

]) a les arc [ r u m Ocl. L 1952, to Oct. 
I, I I)S:-t Contest is op en to a ll mcm­
hers of th e So uri ng So e iety o f Am er­
icn, Ther e is no limit to th e num ber 
of flights whi ch a contest ant ma y m ak e 
in the yea r. The five best /Iights o f each 
co n testa nt will co un t lo wa rds th e 
p ri zes. Scu re for a flight is figured a s 
one poinl fo r eac h mil e flo wn. ai r lin e 
distance. No other contest flights will 
co u nl. 

Sh ips lila y he e ithe r l wo place o r 
s ing le. lu two place, th e troph y goes 
to th e pil ot tha t is clcsi gna ted on Ia nd ­
in g card. A con testa nt m a y en ter on e 
class onl )"- A. B. 1)1' C. A class B m ay 
nv in Clas s A, hut Clas s A ca nno t ny 
in Cla ss B.T a keoff must he [ rom e ither 
Harris tlill o r Cheruung Coun ty ir ­
port. an y typ e or tow. Air p la ne tow 
[rom Ha rr is Hill shall he not more 
[han 2,000 feel: Chemung A irp ort . 
not more th an ,'l,()O() feel. 

HI ~l(uir eJl1 en t " govern ing en try of 
[lights in t he co n tes t include th e fol­
lowing: T ak eolI ( ~anl with an olfl c ia l 
observe r's s igna tu re : oflic ia l ol iscrvcr 
as defmed h ; -the SSt\.. A la nd ing ca r I 
with exa ct location , lon gitude an d 
lat itude, a nd description in det a il. 
Three s igna tu res [r om rcsirl culs o f 
landing point. Complete !light report, 
to be s ubm itted to 'l r . Cclir lcin. 2700 
West 12th ~ l. _ Er ic. Pa . 

f 

The fir st win ch luuu «h o f a g l ider 
was made a t th e SI. Louis \'(Torld '" 
Fair in 190'1. 

B 

'BIGLARRY' GEHRLEINin his l· 23C, with 3 of 5 
other 'Flying Gehrleins.' 

'L1 TILE LARRY: 16 years old, in the1·1 9. 

ILOOK! I 
Look at your a d d ress o n th e envelope 
in which you re cei ved th is copy of 
SO AIU N G. 

If it is ac com pan ied hy " D52" your 
mem be rs h ip ex p ired with th is issue. 
Renetc it Toda y. rf it shows "J53" 
or " D53" yo u r membership exp ires in 
.JU Ill: o r December 1953. You shou ld 
hand the enclosed a p plic a tion blank 
[0 a fr iend and urge him to usc it. 

If vour a dd re ss shows " .152" or non e 
of ihe above an d yo u haven ' t rene wed 
in the las t SCI' ra l da ys, yo u are NOT 
currently a me m her o f t he Soa ring 
Soc ie ty . Usc the " Bus iness Reply " 
Envelo pe fo rm. wh ich req u ires n o 
pos ta ge, from th is cop y o f SOARI. ' G 

an d becom e a n Acti ve Member. 

Do it todav. Receive eac h issue of 
SO AIII" ' G and enj o y h ' in g in on the 
cx e iring d evelopm en ts a hea d . 

L AWIU~~C E CEH HL EIN. don or of 
the S.\ .OOO Elmira di stance a wa rds, 
is th e " Bi g Larry" of the animated 
famil y k nown wid el y in soa ri ng as 
"The Fly ing Cchrleins." 

There a re s ix in th e famil y. They 
OWII o ne a ir p la ne and five glide rs . 
Three o f them fly - " Birr Larry," hi s 
w ife, C race , and th eir oldes t so n, 16­
vc a r-old La wr ence Ge h rle in . .II'.. or 
;' L ill Je La rr y.' T he yo ungsters , J a y, 
Rod ne y a nd Cind y, aged 11, 7 an d 5. 
arc c re w a nd co-pi lo ts . 

Both Big Larry a nd L itt le La rry 
competed in th is yea r ' s Na tiona l Sa a r­
ing Con test. th e on ly fa ther- a nd-son 
pai r o f con tes ta n ts. Geh rl e in , Sr., flew 
a Schw eiz er J-2:1C. a nd J r . a 1-19. 

II wa s in ! 92') dl at th e o lder Cehr­
Ie in wa s b itt en by the glider hu g. H e 
hitchhiked fro m h is ho m e in Er ie, Pa .• 
lo th e Clevel a nd A ir R aces for th e first 
gl ider mee t held in th e Un ited States , 
Best [l ig ht th ere in tha t da y of 
pr-i m iti ve g liders wa s ­ less th an one 
m in ut e ! 

La rry sle pt out under a billhoard 
du ri ng th e th ree-d a y meet. At hom e, 
he sta r ted to bu ild h is o wn gl ide r 
h ut h is pa re n ts s lopped that , 

It was not till j l)4lJ that he fin all y 
go t to ny in g a p ower pla ne, a nd 
bou ght the family a Stinson. O n o ne 
of th eir trips, in .J uly , 1l)50, th ey llew 
to Elmira and watch ed the gl ide r ac­
tivit y the re. The y were so im pressed 
th a t th ey decided to fl y to T exas for 
the Nat iona ls. to be held the fo llo w­
in g week. 

They go t co mple tely sold on soa r­
ing. Big and Little Larry took instruc­
l ion at the Elmi ra G lider Sch ool. T o­
(la y, hoth hold Silver "C " ba d ges. T he 
Ge h r leins fly reg u la r ly at Elmira , a nd 
at tend most m eets in th e N o r theastern 
reg ion. 

T he Gl:h rl c in!-' opera te a welding 
shop in Eric . whi ch is g ra d ua lly be ­
com ing mor« of a gl id e r shop, The 
" F ly ing Ge h rl e ins" i ns ign ia, see n on 
the ir pluries . a re fig u res o f s ix welder..; 
or a scen d ing s ize. 

ON THE COVER 
GEllRL EINS:' u lT sa id ! 
c rnr. : S he stop ped r igh t o ul o f J o n 
Carsey 's pho to collec tion on to ou r 
cove r ~ Don't yo u like the con trast 
in s un a nd sha do w, un gles a nd '" 
cu rves? She sa ys , "Sunny ho lida ys 
lo y 'all !" 

SOARING 




