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:d Y FIRST acqua in tance with Dick 
johnson was at the 16th N ational 
Soa r ing Contest (a t Elmira, N. Y .) 
through Fred Wa lters, co -p ilot and 
rad io mun with Di ck's TG-2, s ince I 
hccam c int erested in Fred 's tinkering 
with their glider radi o, whi ch was not 
work ing ver y well. At th at time I was 
a nell spe cta tor, very mu ch int erested 
in soaring. Crewing for him that year 
11(49) was eas y as flights wer e aver­
agiug ab out 50 to 7.3 m iles. 

The next year a t the 17t h Na tioual 
Soa r ing Contest a t Grand Prair ie, 
Dick had his new IU- 5, whi ch made 
ere wing for him more like work. This 
\\ as the year in whieh I fo und ou t 
what crowing reall y was. Gett ing up 
around 7 :00 to 7 :30, hurry to b reak­
fast , hurry back a nd ge t the IU -5 se t 
' Il , hu rry to pil ots' meeting aftcr 
vh ich we pu sh the IU-5 up nea r the 

sturt ing lin e to wail. for th e thermals 
to start popping, Then af ter he takes 
off, speed down the hi gh wa y fo r the 
retrieve, di sm antle the RJ- 5 and load 
tho se 180 lb. win gs in th e trailer. 
Spee d ba ck to the field to ge t as much 
of that good shut eye as possible a nd 
then drag yourse lf out again the next 
morning to go throu gh the same 
horror again . 

During the period in wh ich the 
p ilots arc waiting for th e th ermals to 
sta r t popping I would hitch up th e 
trailer and get the car all se t to go 
so we cre w memb er s cou ld lea ve just 
as soo n as Di ck had taken off. Also 
during thi s period Dick would make 
his decision on wh ich woul d be th e 
best directi on to go. About live min­
utes before takeoff he \I"<JUld let us 
know what directi on he would pursue 
and wheth er he expec ted to make it a 
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goa l Hight plu s an y o the r last minute 
instructi on s. 

Alt er Ire has taken ofT an d we are 
on ou r way I keep a clo se wa tch on his 
soa r ing as lon g as possible to ge t a 
fai r idea of how the day is goin g to 
be. 1 a lwa ys figur ed if he could stay up 
the fir s t half hour or so he sh ould be 
ab le to stay up at lea st t ill 4 :00 p.m, 
as by tha t t imc the best so a ri ng co n­
di tions o f the da y are passin g. T his 
is the reason IV ' never make th e fi rs t 
pho ne ca ll to head q ua r te rs till a hout 
IJ. :30. (t he I rust ing sou ls l }, 

T h is is a gamble I know, but one 
whi ch has al wa ys paid off. It sa ves 
mu ch va luable time for the crew ami 
reli eves some of th c burden a t head­
qu arter s. Sometimes it ha s tak en as 
lon g as 15 mi nutes to ge t a ca ll through 
to headquarter s. 0 f course Twatch the 
soar ing cond itions and if it shows 
signs of d yin g out much soo ner we 
would ma ke an ea rl ier ca ll to hcad ­
q uar te rs. sually Dick has r eported 
in by th e t imc we mak e the seco nd or 
third call. 

Ver y often we arc not fa r behind, 

OJ him sel f , Raluh Todd says: 
I am a mushr oom grower. A m 22 

years of age. Have lived in 'ott ing­
ham, l 'u, all m y life. Have been very 
milch inter ested in snaring since 1 was 
12 years old, when I lunnieucd to read 
an article on soari ng and glidiltg in 
an old National Geograph ic M aga­
zine dated Jul y, ]1).'18, whi ch 1 still 
have. 1 hav e a privat e license fo r both. 
glider and power planes. 

sometimes only minutes. Th is is espec ­
iall y the case in Texas, for the high­
way s a re stra ight a nd direct , with few 
towns on the way a nd mu ch less traffi c. 
In the Eastern sta tes you ca nnot make 
as good time. A good example of thi s 
is our retr ieve o f Di ck 's flight fro m 
Elmira to Norfolk, Vi rginia, in 1951. 

We di d n ot arr ive in No rf olk until 
the next m orning a t 4 ::10 ( what a 
retrieve!). Dick had checked in at a 
hotel and was sleep ing merril y away 
- until ea rl y in th e mornin g the news 
rep orters sta r ted ca lling . OtiC af te r an­
other, uut il dayl igh t (O h iuu rd cr l }. 
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