
You Fly in the Cockpit 322 
With an Ace Sailplane Pilot 

On This Soaring Adventure! MILES 

ALL SET! 'Bill' Ivans issealed in cockpit or Schweizer 1·23sailplane, just before towplane takes himup. 
At righ t, closeup of theairminded Californian. 

TH E rmsr TF.NT I\ T IV E wisps o f 
morn ing c um u lus a ppea r in g o ver the 
G ran d Prairi e A ir po rt made me wish 
that I had request ed a sli ghtl y earlir-r 
tak eoff tim e, h ut now th e re wa s no 
help for it , a" a ll of th e earl y 2-m in ute 
spacer! "slots" were filled. A fte r a la st­
minute look at m y watch and th e sk y 
a nd a hurri ed co ns ulta tion with Bud 
and Hutch. I wrot e Ama r illo A ir 
Terminal o n th e take-off ca rd and 
asked Bud to turn it in to th e sta r ter 
wh en m y turn finall y ca me up. Al­
th ou gh this goa l was fa rt her than any 
[light J had yet ma de, weather con­
dition s loo ked good. with tail- winds 
toward th e Panllllndle a t lea st during 
th e ea rl y part o f th e flight, a nd J kn ell' 
that o n ly a g ro up of ex ce p tio na l dis­
tu nee ll ight s won I I keep me in th e 
runn in g with th e fine g ro up of sh ips 
a nd pilllt " II'hieh had assemlilr-d for 
th e sta rt of th e 19th i'\ a t ionn l Soa r ing 
Co mpet it io n, 

And in the hack of 111 ~ mi nd was th e 
hop e th at thi s wight be th e day to 
mak e th at lon g-sou ght·afte r :lOO-ki lo ' 
me te r fligh t which wo uld compll'le ln~ 

Di a mond "c." 
After II'C: liad fi na lly ro lled tIl!' lill ie 

1-2 ~l into sta r t in g p~s it i l)n : Bud ra n 

1\ ole : Th e icrit er, " Rill" lo ans, is en ­
~{Jged in uuided m issile electron ics 
deoeloum cnt uiorlt icith Consolidated 
Vu ltcc A ircra]t C Ort i . (Co nvair ) 01 

San Dieuo, Cali], lie luis been acti ve 
ill soaring since 1948. ant! ho lds th e 
wo rld ', sinule-place ab solute altiuulc 
soaring record o] 42,100 [eet. Th e 
jli!du described ill this storv Iw/p ed 
hitn pla ce second in liti s year's NII­
tioual ,'-ioarin g Contest, besides will­
ninu [o r him tlie coveted Dial/W Ill! 
"C' soaruu; badg«. He is II Directo r 
uj th e As soc ia ted Glid ing Clu lls o] 
Southe rn Cu lijorn i« and o] the Soa r­
ill~ Society o] Americ a. T hos e men­
tloned ill his stor-y include : N aliv lw l 
Soaring Cluuunio n " Dick" Johnso u : 
IVilliam Coverdale, 3 rd -p!ace tcinner 
ill 11/1: N at iu nals . and Ra y Parker . Sth­
/I!ace tcinn er, 

throu gh th e check list O II( ;C agalll ­

ha rog raph on , oxygun on, goa l es ta l» 

lis hed . food in " h ip. wa ter in "h ip. 

ra d io checked , rea r an tenna plugged 

in. etc .. e tc. Jl 0 1\:. :'0 on we n t the 

l'arlOp y a nd I hegan to ste um whi ]« 
Bu d and" ut c h quickly taped o ver th e 

can opv-Iuselngc juuct ion to preve nt 

a ny po ss ibl e a ir leaks. 

,\ check of the release. 1I final wiggl e 
o f the sl ick and rudder. ami 1 nodded 
1<.- ti l(' 'ta r te r that a ll is ready, T he red 
:-i tClIrm a n tow pia II C co ughe d , g rua ned 
I I fan c y ) , then scttlcrl d01l'1I to the 
hu s incs» o f th e da r - gc tt ing g lide rs 
10 a ll alt itude o f 2 .{)O{) feel ab ove th e 
fiel d - a m i for m e a n d m y c re w th e 
I~) l h i'ia t iona ls ha d hegu n. 1 wrote 
" 10 :52 - ta keo fT" ou Illy k nee pa d 
while I wus slo wly climhing toward- -; 
reh-use a lti tu de. a nd I begun Iumhlii­
'.1 ith the bavou ut-t vpe tr nusmittin 
a n te n na ill o rde r to ge t it into op er­
ut in g pos it ion. 
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