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Gtirlerpor-t of T'hr- Assm-ln tcd Glidr,r Clubs o f Sout.he rn Ca.lif'o r nln during- t lu- lith Annual 
Mid-wint er Championships. For vtew in oppns itr - dtrectlon s(>" front covr-r. 

L MID-WINTER CHAMP IONSHIPS 
BR EY PINES, SAN DI EGO 

By .JIM SPURGEON 
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The annual mid-winter Pa cifi e Coast soaring 
championships, held a t TORREY PINES GLIDER­
PORT in San Diego w ent off vei-y smoothly, Feb. 23 
and 24. Sa tu rclay the 2 3rd, found 23 gliders and 34 
pilots all set a n d r eady t o vie f or the c ov e ted trophies. 
Everything w as fine excep t there w a s no wind. Ridge 
soa ring is very h ard to a ccorn p is h without wind, so 
the ru-st day s a w the h ottest com pe t i t ion for bomb 
drop a n d s p o t - la n d ing that has ever b e en s een in 
these parts. V er-n H utchinson, flying the " T H I N G " 
designed and built bv him, s e t the meet s pot -la n di n g 
ma rk of 1 1,<; inches, The bomb cho p of 8 ft 3 inches 
se t by Bob Sch c n b a ck o f Los Angel e s als o took this 
event. Two c ross -co n n t rv h ops f rom aero t ow were a t ­
t empted but both marks were s hort, only 7 miles. 

Sunday. Feb. 24, found a ll hands on deck for f rush 
t rres at a ll m arks . The wind w a s w ith the pilots and 
g ood soaring p r evail ed. Bill Beuby took this a w u rd 
with a hop of ;~ hI'S, ;)5 min. flying his f amous TG2. 
The fl at-top L K of L arry Bell w as second with 3 
his. ;,6 mi ns. Th r ee c ros s -cou n t rv h ops w ere m ade 
from a c ro t ow, 12 mil es , 11 miles, a n d 7 miles res­
pectively, T'housands o f specta to rs lined the cliff to 
cheer on the h ot a n d heavy compet i ti on . S an Diego 
c la imed the Montgomery championslups for th ? first 
time with D ave B oone cop p in g all h onors. H e took dis­
tance a n rl two-pla c e distanc e. John L o u fek w as seco nd 

man for top honors . B e tsy Woodward wa s the only 
f emale pilot in the m eet a n d did well but the Pratt ­
Read was a Iittl e too heavy for the light winds th a t 
prevailed. 

All the television s t a ti ons in the w est are now 
r u n n in g thrilling shots of the m eet on sports a n d 
news programs . This is probably the most photo­
graphed glider contest in the world clue to the close 
proximity of the spectators to the £lying a c t tv i t y . 

TROPHY WINNERS 

Montgomery Meet Charnpionahip Trophy... 
............. ... D ave B oone, San Diego 

Altitude Da n ny Ganabrant of Los Angeles 
Duration Bill B euby of Van Nuys 
Distance Dave Boone of San Diego 
Two-Place Distance.... .. .... Dave Boone 
Aeroba tics BilI Iva.ns of San D ieg o 
Spot Landing Vern Hutchinson of Los Angeles 
Bomb Drop Bob Schenbeck of Los Angeles
 
Club Participation K e rn County Soaring Assoc.
 

SHIPS PARTICIPATING
 

TG 2 5 TG3 1 
L K :, Schweizer 1-23 2 
P-R 4 Flat-Top LK. 1 
B G 7 1 F'ronius " R o b in " 1 
Baby Albatross ,4 Hutchinson "Thing" 1 

On(, of t hr- highlights of the Suow B i rd J\lP et at E Jmir a wa s thr- pick-a-back trailE'~' of t.lu - f'Iyl nj; Gehrleirrs. 
Lu.rry Sl'nio," and -Iu nio r put t h r-ir 2-22 on the ground fl oo r and t h e 1-1!l overhead. La.r ry, Sr. won the mr-et trophy. 
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