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22nd July , 1952 w ind, then a cold fro n t f rom a n uri­
H orsharn, Eng-land pec t ed di re ction . This ex p lains why 

c /o W . Platt. P aul Ma cCrea dy did not do as well 
HI, EUGART : a s ex pec t ed . He w a s badly m is led 

by t he met. data supplied , a s wereYou probably know the tal e of the m ost o t her pil ots.Spanish Co ntests by now. My own The only p ilot s who did w ell w e re pa r t was cu t off in its p rime by a those who deliberately ignore d t h e brok en wing which ca used m e t o met. fo rec as t a nd just chose a gen­m iss one of the five contest, so era l di rec tion a nd hop ed for the best.that I fin ished well down the list­ Onl y the Br-it i sh pil o ts learned this26 th . les son be fore the cont est s t a r ted, a nd H owever, in the foul' contests in it w a s worth much t o them. Theywhich I did take part, I w a s a head a lso a lon e knew the ex t r a o rdina ry of Lome W el ch , who finally fi n is hed inacc uracy of t he m a ps , w h ich se n t 9t h , a nd a m quite con t e n t w ith m y 
many of us in sear ch of w ron g roa ds. r esults, ob tained wi th a very s low The r est of us fo un d ou t these t hing s Kranich 2-se ater, fl own solo w ithout to o late, du ring the con t es t. balla st, w it h performance a bou t 

equa l t o a Bowlus Baby . It m a y be thou ght t ha t the Spa n­
There w ere 20 sa ilpla nes w recked 

in t he co n tes ts , due t o very s m a ll , 
very rocky landing fi elds, a nd ot he r 
ca uses. One , in w hic h the Ge r m a n 
pil ot brok e hi s ba ck, was ca used by 
a vio len t wind r oll f'rom a n a p pro a ch­
in g s tor m , s t ri k ing th e g lide r 
straight down from 200 feet w hil e it 
was turning in to land . 

My own acciden t was caused by 
t he jettisonable Whee ls failing to 
"jet ." After a 3 P.M. start (d ue t o 
r etrieve diffi culties f ro m the f irs t 
da y 's distance flight ) in which I w a s 
launched w ithout time to test a ny­
t h ing, a nd a fte r ha s tily de claring a 
goal after s tudying the m ap in the 
la s t fe w seconds, I pulled the re lease 
bu t the w hee ls s t uck on. A s t here is 
n o way of knowing t h is, no in dic a ­
ti on excep t increa sed aerod ynamic 
dra g, which I did not detect, being 
unfamilia r wit h the Kranich , I then 
fl ew t o my goal and fo und the a ir­
fi el d a lr eady occ upied by 19 ot her 
gliders, m any cars a nd t railers . I 
landed in what a pp eared t o be a 
space of a m ple si ze , for a sk id 
land in g , but wa s r ocked t o f in d that 
the wheel s (w hich a re m ounted 
a head of the C.G.) w ere still on , a nd 
I roll ed more than 100 ya r ds fu r ther 
than I had intended , qu ite unable to 
ge t the nose down t o use the s ki d . So 
a t the finish my ri ght Wingtip d ip ­
ped a trailer , bursting t he pl y on the 
lea d ing edge a t the point whe re the 
d rag span joins the main s pa r, a nd 
breaking variou s s m a ll pieces in the 
trailing edg e a nd drag spa r . 

The Kranich then s w ung a nd the 
nose put a neat dent in t he rear 
door of a n Opel ca r a t t a ched to the 
traile r. 

Luckily, t hi rd party insurance paid 
for t he car dam a ge, a nd I pai d fo r 
repai rs to the K ranich, w h ich t ook 
on ly 12 hours ) but w hich had t o wait 
for 2 da ys first, a s the w or kshop w a s 
fully occupied with the t wo Arg en­
tine Fly in g W ings, bo t h of w hic h 
w ere p re vi ou st y dama g ed . So I w as 
un a ble to fl y n ext day a nd missed 
the 3r d con te s t , the f irs t sp eed 
fli gh t. 

Mos t of the 20 w recks were rebuil t 
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with a mazing speed. I can p ersonal ly 
vouc h for the go od work a nd g re at 
speed of the Spani s h workmen, w ho 
spared no effo r t to help a ll of u s . 

Eight g'Iidere were w r it t en off-
m ostly Spanish-owned W eih es a nd 
K rani ch s . On e of t he Flying W in g s 
is a lw a ys a w r it e -off, but m a y be re­
built la t er. T he "Wings" were g ood 
in the a il', but hopelessly unsuita bl e 
fo r Spanish landing co ndi tions. With 
t heir hi gh, s ho r t, no sewheel under ­
ca r r ia g e, they overturned very easily, 
a nd w er e safe on ly on a .i rf' ie lds . In 
m y opinion, the des ig n ha s little to 
co m m end it , s ince it appea r s to have 
t he sa m e aerodynamic drag a s a 
conventional t y pe , wi th very great 
w a sh -out in a dd i tion, plus the very 
poo r landing quali t ies. 

You ma y have he a r d that Di ck 
J ohnson stated that the R J 5 was un­
s u it ed t o Spanis h conditions . I hope 
nobody do u bted hi s sportsmanshi p, 
because D ick w a s a bso lu te ly righ t , 
a nd I s uppo r t hi s attitude in full. I n 
the a ir the RJ5 w a s everyth ing w e 
expected of it, bu t the fl ush skid 
a nd high landing s peed made strue­
t ural damag e a certa in ty, The fi el ds 
in Spain are the m ost rock-infested 
im a gina bl e, bes ides bei ng mi crosco pic 
in s iz e. 

T h e m e t eorologi cal in form ati on 
was ve ry unr elia bl e , d ue to t he 
s trange struct u r e a nd su i-rou nding's 
of Spain, which is divided in to many 
broa d valley s a nd surro unded by seas 
like an is land . I do n't t hi nk a ny 
m et eorologis t in the world could give 
a go od fo recas t the re , and the Span­
ish met. m en had a n unenvi a bl e t ask 
a n d a r e not to be blam ed. The j ob 
w a s impossib le . 

E very valley in Spa in ha s its own 
w ea ther sys tem a nd its ow n winds 
a nd cl oud fo r mations . D u ring a ny 
fli ght , n ot.h ing remained cons t a n t 
fo r more than 30 0 1' 40 miles . Then a 
new valley was r ea ched a nd eve ry-

is h pilo ts had t he a dvantag e , but t h is 
w a s not so. T hey were jus t as handi­
ca pped a s the m a jor ity , Althou gh the 
Spa n is h team have thousands of 
hours of soar ing, it includes a lm os t 
no cr os s -coun t ry experience, a s they 
are a ll in s t ruc to rs a n d under ail' 
forc e or der s to s tay a t their home 
fi elds except on ve ry rare oc ca sions. 
I wan t to make it clear that the B rit­
ish t eam ha d no advantage outside 
the rules. It w a s the only t eam whi ch 
co mbined s k illed a nd exper ie nced 
pil oting with unlimited resources a nd 
pract ica l rores ignt and p re paration. 

All teams were free to do the sam e 
but fo r vari ous rea son s did not do 
so . 

W it h in ce r ta in limits , the pa r t 
pl a y ed by chan ce was unusually large 
in S pain, du e t o the com ple t ely un­
p r edi ct able soaring co ndit ions. Effi­
cien t re tr -ieving was of paramount 
importa nce, a nd w as diffi cu lt to 
achieve. 

It was p r obably chance which de ­
cided t he final or de r of the f ir st 
6 01' 7 p ilots, but it m ust be obvio us 
t o a ll t ha t Philli p Wills fl ew with 
the g reat es t co ns is t enc y and r ic h ly 
de se rv ed hi s po p ular win . It is a 
matter fo r deep re g ret t hat a faulty 
barog ra ph r obbed him of a height 
d ia mo nd a n d a British N ational r e­
co r d, on the la st da y . 

My own observat io n was that the 
ty pe of sailpla ne fl own m ade ve r y 
little differ ence, a nd tha t the fin a l 
re s u lts were q uite in con clusive in 
com pa r ing diff er ent types. On m a ny 
occa s ions I found that co nd itions a c­
t ually favo ured m y Spanish-owned 
Kranich , 01' at le a s t compl etely neg a ­
tived t he advantag es of fas ter m a ­
ch ines , A s p lendid feature of t he 
K ranich was its ve ry low land in g 
s peed a nd excell ent climb in t he rm­
a ls , which larg e ly offse t its very hi gh 
rate of sin k in excess of 50 miles pel' 
hou r . 

During t he la s t even t, a speed run 
of 78 miles f r om Cua t ro Vientos (4 

t h ing w a s diffe r ent. Stron g thermal s W in ds) a ir por t a t Madrid to To rresa­
then Ivinanin Ma d ri d with a S .W . wind- a ir f ield , w hic h w a s w on by 

weak the rmals a,nd a N ,W . wind , Dick J ohnson in 67 m inutes , I ha d a 
t he n m edi um lift . clouds , a nd a N . (Con t in ued on P a g e 18 ) 




