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On April 26, 1951, the Allied Hig'h Commiss:on 
opened uiJ gliding in Westem Germany by exemi1t­
ing certain categories of glidel's from pl'ohibited aero­
nautical activities under the occupation military se, 
eurity laws, The design limit was set at two-plac:J, 
twenty meter spa.n and weight empty of not more 
than four hun(h'ed kiIogmms. 

The effect on the German gliding groups was elec­
trifying, The Deutsc:he Aero Club blossomed out over­
night and showel'ed the member' clubs with liter'atu"c, 
The framework of Lhe DAeC. contl'olling hundt'ells 
of the local gTOUpS was in operation, Everyb:xly 
wanted to fly, 

A sobel' look at the situation showed the diffi ­
c:ulties and delays ahead, Thm'e just wel'en't any 
glideni. The last German machines were built in '43, 
possibly a few in '44, All in the Amel'ican Zone had 
been burnEd, it is said, by 01 del' of the thcn C::Jm­
1~1anding Gcneral of the 7th Ail' Fo"ce, Those in th; 
B:'itish Zone had been confiscated, Of these, sevenll 
boat loads had been sent to England, according :0 
eye witnesses. There remained about sixty in the 
hands of the RAF (BAFO) flying clubs, inc:luding 
every l'emaining two-place, These. of course, were un­
available fOl' German use, The only hope of glide!'s 
were any that might have been illegally hidden away, 

Furthel'l11ore, therc was no licensing, inspec'in,,' 
01' approval machinery All of this woult.l take tim~ 

to install. All that ther'e was was enthusiasm, The 
spirit of a Gel'll'Wn "Segelflieger" group given bacle 
their flying after six years 0: prohibition is some­
thing that has to b~ cxperienced to be appreciated, 

As an interim measure, while Bonn was organiz 
ing an ainvO''lhinc,;:; office, the Civil Av~ation Admin­
istrators of the High Commission of each diJtrict 
were requested to supe:'vise the licensing of pilot.s 
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Mu-13 on the tarting- line. Rhon, 1951. British 
owned Kranich on the right. 

and machines, and were instructed to act as "gocl­
fathers" to the local groups, 

I th us found myself as a kino of minor dictatoJ' 
over' the gliding activities of a ltu'ge section of 
North Germany, A situation Ripley would appreciate, 

During the first months thcre was some delay ill 
completing the authorization for the Germans to 
build and own glider's, The situation was not yeL 
clear and the German clubs were in fear of confisca­
tion if they appear'ed with gliders, In ordel' t.o save 
time, I therefore gave the loc.::.l gl'OUp an order to 
build me a Baby Gl'unau and made out an American 
ownerShip certifica te for it, 

The next day we proceeded to a fal'l11 and dug 
the Grunau out of a hay loft in a barn Where it had 
been resting for' a long time, Subsequently th!'ee pri ­
mary gliders were secul'ed in the same way, 

It is typical of the German system tiult although 
these machines htld all been hidden by Lndividuah, 
ownerShip automatically reverted tu the club, a 
bl'anch of the DAeC, 

About twelve old gliders were thus provided for 
all of Westem Germany, 

The pilots were also a problem. With po:;s:b'y 
a hundred thousand "C" 01' better pilots in Germany, 
none of whom hacl flown for six 01' seven years, and 
wiLh no method for dual checl{, since Gel'mans were 
forbidden airplane time, the si tuation seemed l'iP3 
for cra.shes. 

Flying of the rejuvenated machines started about 
the middle of July, By that time the Aero Clubs 
had a.ppointecl their lucal club instructors and these 
men now hacl the responsibiliLy of saying' who could 
01' could not fly, 

Ou!' lucal instructm', delegated by the DAeC was 
well known to me, He, incidentally, had been a pro-
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