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OBSERVATIONS

By JON D. CARSEY

Of the eight contests and meets held in
the United States, including the 18th Na-
tional Soaring Contest, this summer, it
was my pleasure to attend five. It is
needess to say that every one was highly
enjoyved and that it was a great pleasure
to meet the many participants, especial-
ly those whom I had corresponded with
but had not “shook with.” It was a spec-
ial delight to talk with many whom I met
for the first time, although I had “known
them’ through SOARING for many
vears. The predominating feature of all
the contests, was the friendly spirit of
competition, the ever-present willingness to assist a competi-
tor, the continual kidding of each other about quality of
equipment and abilities and the hard work done by so few and
enjoyed by so many.

Second to flying, at all centers and with most partici-
pants, I found that expansion of interest in the activity re-
mains foremost among the topics of discussion. Third in or-
der, T was impressed with the fact that soaring activities are
family activities, and that many meteorologists, photograph-
ers, model builders and other hobbyists were among those en-
joving the contests.

This is the way we like it, we want our families and oth-
ers to enjoy our sport-science, but if you will notice, my third
impression suggests a possible solution of the problem pre-
sented by the second. This can and should be taken advantage
of. Local club and association facilities and activities designed
to interest our families as well as hobbyists of allied fields
would add much to interest in gliding and soaring and to the
pleasure to be derived.

The fourth of my impressions was the fact that at all the
meets, the participants were eagerly working and assisting
each other on the site, but a lack of cooperation and assistance
in the work of preparation for the events seemed apparent.
This could bear correction, the work of preparing for a contest
can be as much pleasue as participation. Adding to and ex-
panding an idea into something bigger and better, as prepara-
tion progresses, is a surprising pleasure of satisfaction in ac-
(Continued on Page 17) @
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