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EDITORIAL

The editor has seen fit to devote a large portiton of this
issue to a memorial to a relatively young man in motorless
aviation. The spontaneity of the contributions by Paul Tunt-
land’s friends not only makes clear the reason for such a me-
morial, but reveals a cross section of a nation-wide, healthy
movement that is heartening for a dyed-in-the wool soaring
enthusiast to see. Let this memorial be a source of renewed
inspiration to all of us who call ourselves soaring enthusiasts.

To Pqul Tuntland
By AUGUST RASPET

It is my sincere honor to report some little known contri-
butions to society made by Paul Tuntland during his short but
active life. In the Thunderstorm Project in Florida, Paul was
the first pilot barring none to enter the thunderstorm with
the express aim of collecting scientific information. Paul en-
tered these violent and powerful atmospheric disturbances
with a cool consideration with absolutely no trace of flam-
boyant glamor. His was a mission to bring down by radio
and on film some knowledge of the turbulence to be expected
in the case of the thunderstorm. Following his several initial
flights, the P-61 pilots began their work of sectioning the
thunderstorms.

It was my sincere pleasure to work closely with Paul in
the Ridge Flow Project of the Aerophysics Institute of which
Paul was a director. At this time I learned how critical Paul
was of his own efforts, how observant he was of all facts
connected with his task and how sincere his philosophy in re-
search. He was ever critical of his own efforts, but always
considerate in his criticism of the efforts of others.

Because of his concentration on improving his work
and on bringing down a maximum of information for the
scientists, he had built an enviable reputation for himself and
for the scientific phases of motorless flight. Even when fly-
ing a Constellation, Paul had contributed valuable information
on the meteorology of atmospheric waves.

To Paul we are greatly indebted for the gains the sail-
plane has made in the past few years as a scientific tool.
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