
THE HORTEN IV
 
ANOTHER SAILPLANE CATALOGUE ITEM 

B,V DR A 

The HOI'ten IV wa~ one of the two outstanding 
Getman sailplanes, the other being the Darmstadt 
D-30. 

A drag reducing feature of the Horten IV was the 
"Praying Mantis" pilot accommodation, By this con­
figul'ation the frontal area was reduced and, as a 
result, the extremely low drag coefficent of 0,01 was 
achieved. This minimum drag coefficient is a world's 
record for sailplane aerodynamics. Until a compari­
son flight test was run by Facher and Scheiclhauer 
between the D-30 and Horten IV the maximum glide 
ratio claimed for the Horten was 37:1 ba.sed on com­
putation. However, the Horten IV does have bet­
ter climbing performance in circling flight and above 
81 mph it begins to perform better than the D-30. In 
other words, the Horten IV would probably be a bet­
ter cross-country machine than the D ·30. We are 
pleased that there is now a Horten IV in the United 
States. It should pl'Ove a formidable contender' in 
our National contest and in International competition. 

The three photos on this page are by Hollis E. Button, 
of his ship at Valley City, N. D. 

The Spoilers Extended 

Head-on view. Note droppable whf'el and frame at­
tached to retractable sldd. 
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au T l"tASPET 

View of coci Jlit from rear showing the "Praying 
l\'lantis'" en Won. 
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