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Deal' Sirs: 

I am enclosing a pholo of m,v boy, 
age 5, "flying" his glide)', This is a 
stuedy rig made of two by fours and 
plywood with extm large (!) control 
surfaces, Kelvin sits up thel'e on a 
four-foot post and opel'ates all con­
trols in the breeze to perfol'm some 
thl'illing ael'obatics, The lfll'ge sur­
faces and delicate balance produee 
pretty good response in even a slight 
breeze. I envy the kid, He thinks it is 
a swell gadget. 

W, L. DeGinder, M, D, 
Dallas, Texas. 

Deal'Sin;: 

I thought it might me interesting 
to you to heal' how a sailplane meet 
appears to the "mel'e" wife of a SO~ll­

ing devotee: 

A SAILPLANE MEET 

Cloud busting-star dusting; 
Overgrown bOyS-1Nith exciting toys; 
Skillful maneuvering - adroit hov­

el'ing; 
The thrill of flying-for new records 

trying; 
Into the blue heading-sky and wind 

wedding: 
Birdmen that glirle--wind at their 

side; 
Motorless flighl- bl'eathless height; 
AdventuI'ous treat: sailplane meet. 

Maggi Surratt. Dalla.s, Texas 
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A NEW RECORD? 
B' lJarrJ' Rutherford 

(1"nIl11 tile TlIfI~lo ,J UClL;l1, 'l.'u1,)elo. 1fisfC) 

When V. N, Bradley, Tupelo busi­
ness man, pilotcrl his thl'ee-passeng l' 
airplane 113 miles without using the 
motOl', he may aI' may not have set 
a wodd recont. 

Nobody seems to know, and lhe 
I'eason is siJHple, Nobody else, it 
::;eems, goes about the country try­
ing to see how fal' an airplane will 
fly \vithout burning gcLsoline, 

But !'egardle::;s of whether he diel 
or didn't set some kind of record 
Vlednesday afternoon when he flew 
his Pipet' Cnliset' for an hout' and 45 
minlltes without tUI'ning on the mo 
tor, Ml'. Bradley said ThUl'sday that 
"I woulcln't take $3,000 for the thrill 
I got out of the trip." 

When first questioned about his 
113-milc meandering flight hom 
Aberdeen to Tupelo without once 
turning on the motor of his plane, 
MI', Bradley was somewhat hesitant 
to talk. 

"Some folks will pl'obably say I'm 
a liar," he mused, "And if I had not 
had G. J, BUl'l'oughs with me as a 
passeng-er, still more of them wou.ld 
probably say that such a flight is 
impossible. But anyway, that's what 
we did. 

"I had flown down to Abet'deen 
about 1 o'clock Wedncsd,Ly aftemoon 
and planned to lanrl at the airport 
there," said Mr, Bradley, who opel" 
ates a sheet metal shop in Tupelo and 
has flown planes of aU types during 
the last 12 years, 

"v"hen we reached the Aberdeen 
field. the I'ain was pOut'ing down and 
I decided not to lund, Noti ing on 
my indicatot' that the appt'oF\.ching 
cloud bank offered unusually good 
thermals fOl' soal'ing, I decided to see 
how far a l'egular airplane could 
selil. 

Mr, Bl'aclley, who is an experi­
enced ::;aiJplane pilot ami won the 
Mid-South spot landing contest with 
sailplanes at State College a couple 
uf weeks ago, found tu his surprise 
Lha t in th' stl'Ong upward thennals 
exi~ting along the edge of the rain­
stonn, his plane \Vas capable of soar­
ing and climbing' aLma t as easily as 
a sailplane, 

He cul off his motol' while over 
the <.;ily of AbeI'd 'en, cit'cled a WOllld 
'I buzzal'd-whieh is lhe mosl fre­
c:ucntl,\' studied bird by sailplane >L)'­
tists-and quiclcly Climbed from 1,800 
rl)et lo un ,dUlll,l", or 3,000 feet. 

\Yh "n ~Ie reached this heighl, Ml'. 
B"ldky pUl his plane into a clive 
until his inuicalor showed that h' 

was in another updnLft, and then he 
cir(;)eu and climbed again. 

In this manner he flew with his 
propeller locked fat' an houl' and 4.5 
minutes, avet'aging 65 miles an hOlll·. 

"I don't know what the people on 
the ground thought when they saw 
a plane flying over wilhout making 
any noise," NIl'. Bmdley smiled "I'm 
slll'pdsed lhel'e haven't been tales of 
flying saucet'S 01' something like 
that," 

lVII'. BI'aclley J'etuI'ned to ci"upelo 
by wa,v o[ Amol'y, flying leisurely 
from one thermal to another. It was 
not until his plane was over the local 
airpolt that he finally started the 
nlOtol', "The ait· was so I'ough I was 
afraid to tty to land without power," 
he commented. 

vVhether an ail'plane could soar in 
les,,; turbulent weather 01' how big 
a plane could SO~lt· under' the condi­
tions he found VVcdnesday, NIl'. Brad­
ley would not guess, He only knew 
that under flight conditions as he 
foune! them he had no tl'ouble flying 
without using his motor, sailing the 
"three - passenger 100 - horsepower 
Pipet' CI'uiset' [althel' lhan most sail ­
plane pilols have been able to soar 
in their light motol'1ess eraft. 

And incidentally, by remaining 
aloft an hour and 45 mimites with­
out using his motor he saved some­
thing like 10 g'allons of gas-not an 
insignificant item at the price it is 
today, 

Classified Advertising 
5c per word. $1.50 minimum 

Please send payment with ad 

ED. NOTE: Copy or renewals for 
the follo\\.'ing a.ds were received hy 
Soaring' about, Nov, 15, 1950. 

POR SALE: Schweizet' TG-2 sail ­
plane complete with special built 
tl'GLilel' and standard soaring instru­
ments, Recently relicensed, A good 
clean ship, Pl'ice $900.00, Dave John­
son, Box 1270. Palm Spl'ings, CalLf, 

FOR 'ALE: Goeppingen "Wolf" sail ­
plane of recent construction. Class C 
winner al Tatiomll Soaring Meet. 
This ship is like new. Complete with 
trailer, ,'69;',00, George Lambroi5, 
Box Fl, Stale College, Miss. 

GE.'lITTlJ\"E DUrO T PYRALTN, new 
cleal', perfe t, 20"x50" full size..030. 
.040. ,050; ,3.50 per sheet. Five 01' 

more :-;heets, : ;:;,00 pel' sheet. Thickel' 
sheels a vailrllJle, vvrite for prices, 
Supply linlite<1, 

Brand n'IV KO[jLS.,IA" "SCOUT" 
Al.K PEEl) IJ\"LH<JATOHS. Type 988­
10-0,'; RRnge :3U to 1FlO MPH, These 
',I"e nol surplus Wflr stock, '1~,50 

(24.00 value), Supply .limited. 
AIRCRAF'T OWNERS CO-OP. 

Box 668, Sailplane Dept. 
BUl'bank, California 
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