
THE WEIHE
 
The Weihe, a design of Hans Jacobs of the Ger­

man Research Institute for Soaring Flight, first ap­
peared in the German contest in 1938, The design 
featur'es quick assembly fittings. Equipped with the 
powerful D, F. S. dive brakes, it has a terminal 
velocity of 118 mph. These brakes give it a sinking 
speed of 9 fps at 50 mph and 6 fps at 40 mph. Its 
maneuverability considering time (7.2 sees.) to roll 
from 45 deg, left to 45 deg. right bank at 20'ii 
above stalling speed appears slow when compared 
to the Schweizer 1-23 (4.1 sees.) of Tiny Mite (3.3 
sec.). However, the helix angle is nearly identical 
for these three craft. The VVeihe possesses the nice 
soft characteristics of ships with slow stalling 
speeds and good stick motion for speed control. It 
stalls at 31..5 mph and has a stick motion of 1..5 

inches between stall and 80 mph with a 170 lb. 
pilot. It was f!"Om this sailplane that the Olympia 
was developed. The characteristic long fuselage is 
evident on both of these ships. At the beginning' of 
the wal' the Weihe was in mass production and was 
used as a tl'a iner by the Ge.rman Ail' Force. Cur­
rently only onc is flying in this country; see the 
pictures of Shelly Charles at the Mid-South Con­
test. The performance of the Weihe speaks for it ­
self, more golden "C" legs have been won with it 
than any other single design. 

• Why Two-Place? 
(Continued from Page 2) 

no ship you'd better get a two-place quick before she 
catches on with what gives, because aftel' you al'e 
on the hook it is too late. If you have a two-place 
you CAN cay, "Well, come on along." In a few cases 
it works. 

It is wonderful to sit aY'Ound and dream about what 
could be done with a 40-to-l two-place with a 1.5fps 
sink; and maybe some day some entel'pri,,;ing philan­
thropist will put such a ship in production in this best 
of all lalld~. But in t.he meantime we have a lot of 
good two placers available. Get them out and fly 
them. If y,u haven't tried it you'll find it's a lot more 
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fun than anything you are doing! Eugart Yerian loads another passenger at l\'lemphis. 
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