
iVIISSISSIPPI-Starkville is the scene 
0: great activity in prepa,ration tor 
the local contest to be held in Mav 
and the ~.\lational Meet. " 

Dick Johnson is busY every after­
noon working on his RJ -5. The 
.-tructure for this ship was designed 
and built by Harland Ross, Dick is 
ccmpleting' the jeb and adjing a few 
refinement: inclUding a "spoiler­
feeleron" system for roll-control, and 
an unusual dive-brake arrangement. 
The RJ-5 has an aluminum alloy 
wing with 125 sq. ft. area, :24 aspect 
ratio, and a laminar flow airfoil 
section. The fuselage is a monocoque 
structure oJ mahogany plywood. Dick 
estimates that it will take at least 
another 500 hours to complete ~he 

:,nip. 

Ray Parker is modifying and gen­
e:'r.lly cleaning-up Dick's Tiny Mite. 
R"y designed this ship and completea 
a ma jor portion of it before selling 
it to Dick. He should exceed the 
performance of the midgets he has 
flown for the last few years. 

Fred Obal'l' keeps busy editing 
SOARING, going to school, workJng 
en and flying his Pratt-Read. Re­
centy he made a 78 mile goal flight 
to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, as a warm­
up for the coming competitions. 

Al Backstrom, a recent comer to 
Mississippi, is helping Fred with some 
mojifications to his PRo They plan 
to fly as a team in Texas this sum­
mer. 

The Engineering Research Station 
at Mississippi State College was 
presented a most generous gift by 
Shelly Charles. He gave the school 
his Olympia, after taking delivery on 
;, Weihe. The Olympia is now being 
fitted with wing-tip bodies of revolu­
tion similar to tip fuel tanks. The 
idea here is to measure in flight the 
improvement in effective aspect ratio 
which such a tip offers. 

Those TG-4A owners who are con­
templating Flat Topping will be in-

l.erested to know that the Engineering­
Desearch station has submitted the 
paper work for an ATC on this 
modification. CAAeJight tests are 
to be run to demonstrate flight char­
acteristics. Also of interest to TG­
4A owners are the results of recent 
tests of a 6: 1 a ileron differential. 
This control almo:-t completely dimi­
nates adverse yaw anj still retains 
good <;tick gradation. 

Pat Mulloy of Laurel, after visiting 
Bill Coverdale in Chattanooga to in­
spect his 1-23, ordered one for him­
self. In t.he meantime. Pat and 
Bennie Flower" are Flat Topping an 
LK. 

A feature of the Mid-South Cham­
pionship Contest to be held in Stark­
,'iII May 27-28 will be the crowning 
of a Collegiate Soaring Champ. Mis~ 
sissippi State College has sent ,~hal­

lenges to all colleges known to ha ve 
gliding clubs. 

Above. the RJ -;; assembled for the 
first time. The high (24) aspect 
ratio is apparent. Below, August 
Ra.spet, Dick Johnson. and Ray 
Parker inspect. the wing-attachmeilt 
fittings. The ship will weigh 500 
Ib~ empty and is expected to have a 
maximum glide angle of 35 to 1. 

NEW YORK-The Republic Gliding 
Club now has two TG-4As operating 
at Mastic Airpnrt on Long Island. 
Their all-metal utility, under con­
sl.ruction for a number of years, is 
advancing throug'h the efforts I)f .Jean 
Pah!. Frank Suva neck has been n.ct­
il:g as inotructor to the club, Which 
now has 1.2 active and GO associate 
members. 

The Rochester Soaring Club .re­
ports it has 14 members (maybe more 
by now) ll'1d two 'iajl~lane , a TG-3 
and a Minimoa. Just getting started 
in 1949, they put in 479 tlights. log­
geel 160 hours, soloed 8 new pilots. 
earned 1 Commercial Glider Rating' 
"n:l 5 Private Glider Ratings. Ii:; 
addition they put on 4 public demon­
strations and attended three eompe­
titions. Right now they have a big 
and we1l, worked out promotional 
campaign going' on to stimulat~ local 
interest. 

COLORADO-Paul Tuntland ~ends 

word of the first soaring of the ;,ea­
son in the Denver area. On March 
22nd, Frederick :quble :nade " 122 
mile flight from Denver to Pueblo in 
an LK. He operates the \lIJ'esten1 
Soaring School on weekends. using 
two TG-3s. an LK. ,~nd a BT-13, an:! 
has :,ome 20 students. 

Paul who is naw flying for Western 
Airlines. helped "Doc" Allaby as­
s",mble his TG-3 and has been soar­
ing same. He hopes ta complete 
requirements far his Diamond "C" 
with an assist from the superb Colo­
rado :ioaring' Weather. 

WASIIJ 'GTON, D. C.-Jack Perine 
has converted his TG-4 (prototype) 
to a Flat Top. Nathan Fmnk assisted 
11im with the mechanical work. A 
,tory on Jack's ship recently appeared 
il' the Baltimore Sun. Nathan is now 
busy repairing the Washington Soar­
ing Club's Pratt-Read. 

iT CO LD HAVE HAPPENED ANY­
WHER,E-Here is an eyewitness ac­
count of H glider performance passed 
along by one of our Early Bird 
friends. It seem.'i that at a county 
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