
Gliders 11Ilt! glider guiflcrs of the Midwestern: slanw1lg, Miller, FnlllkJin, Adilms Uikle .Johnson, Walters, Het", Frost, 
Ely; IUleding, 'Wise, Knight, oWllk, '''olin ky, Sweet. 

By EO KNIGHT Contest Chairman 

T HE second Midwest Soaring Contest was h lel at 
the Toledo Ivlunkipal Airport July 14-J7, J949. 

Scheduled For four Jays as part of the am Ilia] Toledo 
Aquarama Festival, the contest temporarily hall to cede 
the field to an air show On Saturday, Jlll ' 16, but there 
was enough aetivity durin" the three and a half days 
of achlllJ contest Hying to satisfy both sponsors and 
speeta tors. 

\Vind and weather did not favor tlte contestants­
ellch dav the wind blew from the northeast off Like 
Erie-ol:t in spite of this condition some Fair f1i"hts 
were made. 

l'alll Bikle of Davton was crowned .\<lidwest Cham­
piun and Die Johl~son was runner-up. The Toledo 
Glider Clllb perpetual trophy was presented to Biklc 
after his 10 I-mile flight to Geneva, Ind., cinched the 
Championship for him. Dick Johnson flew 75 miles 
to \Vapakoneta, (hio. Bikle also WOn the altitude 
award with ,36,')0 feet; Gene I\.liller was second witl 
3200 feet. 

Third in total contest points was Ed Kni."ht, aFter 
a flight oj :3 hours 9 rninutes durahon with return lo 
Toledo Airport. Paul Bikle was second in this event 
with 3 hours 2 minutes. l3ikle also won the spol land­
ing event with an average of 4 215 inch~s for the Four 
days. 

Nine. sailplanes wert' entered and fOIlrl<:: II pilots 
participated iu the contest: _Pall] Bikle, TG-:3; Dick 
Johnson, TG-2; Ed Knight, 1-23; Dalla~ Wise, T '-2; 
I3i!1 Heth, 2-22; Herbert Schlirnhaeh, 1-23; Kemp 
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Trager, LK; Marvin Frvst, LK; Lawrence Ely, LK: 
Pall] .\dams, Gelle r-,riller, Freel \Valters, Flovd Sweet 
aud Ch,lek Kohls. ' 

Johu o\\'ak did his usual fine job as Contest Din;:c­
tor and i\laster of 'r;;rel1louies Extraodinary. H. E. 
FnIllklin was ehairman 01' the Rules Committee alld 
S"aJer of l3a.rographs. Emerson Melhose flew down 
l:ac!1 day from 'IN llllldotte, .Mich., to ad as Line Chid. 
In addition to :'IlclllOse, George Hauptkorn, of \IVil­
laugh!>)" Ohio, did a line job nf ke 'pin<r lhe gliders in 
tile air. 

A BT-IS was used in additio!l to the Steannan, and 
l'~ ul Adams allll Nick \.Valinski donatee! their alliable 
lime as towplane pilots. 

During the writer's absence in Eugbllll the orgaui­
zation or the 'outest was carried Oil OJ' Ed \"/right, to 
whom all \\'ere gratelnl lor his excellent work. 

On Friday nicrht, Ed Kni 'ht was host to contest,1I1ts 
aud crews at the C'UTaUOr Clnh in Perrvshurg Ohio. 
Saturday niaht veryone went to the A<lua Fo'llies as 
(~lIest of the Toledo quarama Festival. 

vVe hop' that next year we can have an even greater 
li.st of entries. The permanent silver trophy for the 
11id-\Vest 'lr'lIlrpionship may not be so permanent 
unless some of yom "hot shots" corne Ollt here to keep 
Bikle's nallle [rom ;'oing on it three times in a row. 

Total fli~lrt time this veal' was 51 hI'S. 60 ruin. and 
f)6 airplane' tow' were 1~1adc. "c" Certificates were 
awarded to I3i1! 1-I,th and lhe writer. 

HAVE YOUR CO TEST SA CTIONED BY THE 
SSA. To avoid confusion and to derive all the 
benefits the organizing officials shOUld write to 
the SSA, 228 Boston Post Road, Weston 93, Mass. 
as early as possible, for a sanction for their 
event. (4 to 6 months ahead would be ideal.) 

SOARING
 




