
PROMOTE SOARING
 
By D RYO 

E yon c;cr wanted to promote so, ring .in Yol.~rH A 
commnlllty? If so, here IS one way yon can stir 

up a lot of interest with surprisin'Tly little effort. 
At a rccent hobby show iu Rochester, 1\. Y., we 

s ··t np the above exhibit. It consists of a display board 
(Inckily, indirectly lighted from above), a table draped 
with dark blne cloth, a postcr, seven 6-inch letters 
cut from %-inch plywood p,Linted crimson, and a few 
copies of SOAnISG. On the table are two model 
gliders (borrowed), copies of "Birds of a Pc-ather," 
"Soaring in merica," SSA application blanks and 
SOABING for distribution plus ,I book on soaring. 

In planning your exh 'bit you should consider 1) lo­
cation, 2) attraction, ,'3) in terest anel 4) story. \iVe 
located our exhibit to the left of tile information desk 
opposite the entrance and at tht) jnnction of the three 
aisles. Thus the bright red letters "GLlDTNG" over 
the top were always visible. Attraction was achieved 
by making the focal poiJlt of the exhibit a large white 
poster (30x40 inches) with warm colors-yellow, red 
and brown. The magazines, carefully chosen for color 
and dramatic pictul"es, were used to create interest. 
The three international l"ecords in altitude, duration, 
and distance were portrayed on tJle poster and told 
a story graphically and in the least possible time. 

The success of this was borne out by the large 
number of people who stoppcd me days afterwards 
and asked, '''Do you mean to say that a glider can 
climh to over 35,000 feet?" or "How can a glider 
rem,lin aloft for 50 hours?" Over seven thonsand 
people visited the show. In addition to discovering 
22 potential members for onr glider clnb, the most 
heart-warming resnlt came from the hundreds of people 
who ,valked up to the exhibit, studied it and said, 
"Glidin~! 9h yes, we've been to the National }./[eets 
at ElmIra. 

An exhibit like this conld be set np easily and at 
little cost in any store window, bank lohby, post ollie " 
library or Chamber of Commerce. I wonld like to 
prop(;se that every member or group in the Soaring 
Society of America and Soaring Association of Canada 
set aside one week each year alltl make up a similar 
exhibit to promote soaring in every possible community. 
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THE SOUTHWE TERN 
(ContinI/cd frum lJl1ge 6) 

Friday, Angust 12, he spotlight was on Betty Gib­
hons, wlio was to trv for the women's honors. Bett 
chalked up a very fin~ Hi,rht to Durant, Okla., 9:2 miles, 
with :12..'i averllge in the hig Schweizer. The harograph 
traCle show(~d II smooth Hight between 4000 and 6000 
feet. On this same dav Yerian (109 mih~s to Ardmore, 
Okla.). Wiberg (152 r;jiles to Host'ILll', Okla.), Coole 
(77 mi. tn Denison), 'vVatkius (77 mi. to Bonham), and 
Lambros (42 mi. to ~JcKillney) all made their best 
Hights. Cooley eompletell his Silver "c." Parker made 
the ollly gmL! prize Hight of th event, to \Vichita Falls, 
ulid won ,150. Oe~'lf'r contestants also made good 
Higlits. 

friday evel ing bronglit the First Anllual TSA-IAS 
joint cOllferellu: alld the special banquet, which was 
held at thc Carswell Air Force Base, Fort \Vorth. Tmee 
hnndred guests filled the spacious dining hall of the 
Of'ncers Cluh. Drs. Lippisch and naspet were guests 
01 III nor and prinCipal speakers. It was an expression 
oj' intme:st in soaring and the contest by Consolidated 
\ nltee. The banquet was finan<:e<l by the Southwest­
em .hapter of the institute of Aeronautical Seien es 
ami tlw TSA. 

Dr. Lippiscb gave: an illush'ated lecture on the prog­
ress of pre-war gliding in both the U. S. and Germany, 
<lIld OIl the contribution of glider experiments to devel­
opments in aviation. Dr. Lippisch stated a preference 
for the glider as a research insh'lnnent for advanced air­
craFt designs, and considers it an excellent prototype, 
highly ace:ll1'ate and dependable in analyzing the per­
formance ancl stability characteristics of unproved air­
craft. Dr. Raspet gave a resume of studies being con­
ducted at Mississippi State College. 

Satunlay, August 13, was tbe sixtiI and final day of 
the com.petition. The championship seemed pretty 
well cinched For Parker, with the only possihility of de­
feat lying in a Class 11 set task event. A goal llight to 
\Vichita, Kansas, was set for the day. The prize was 
$200, posted by the Wichita Chamber of Commerce. 
1f \Vil)er

to 
a cOLlI~1 succeed aud Parker should hill with 

,I short Hight, \-Vally would win, hut Parker had his 
sights on the $150 goal prize offered at Clinton, Okla., 
and his standing would be secured by any reasonable 
distance score. 

Wihcrg was first 011 at 12:08 P. ~lr., followed by the 
others, with Parker last. vViberg made a hard 147 miles, 
landing near Chickasha, Okla., at 5:30 P. M. His 
flight point.s gave him second place in the contest and 
the title of Texas Soarillg Champion. Herb Gibbons 
made his longest flight, 159 miles to ~oble, Okla. 
Yerian and Krohne's final contest Hights ended at Du­
rant, Okla., 92 miles. 

Parker assured himself of the Southwestem Cham­
pionship and the Lllscomb> Silvaire Trophy by repeat­
ing his 133-mile flight of Friday to VViehita Falls. Also 
to Parker went the highest average speed for all Rights, 
:37.5 mph.. and for one Right, 42.6 mph. 

Before the story of the contest ends, the performance 
of George Lambros of St. Louis deserves a special word. 
This was Lambros' first soaring experience. He arrivec 
with a clean little Briegleb BG-6 and three young air­
scout crewmen. After one check ride with Beeves, he 

SOARING 




