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From The Thennal 

J011;\ R013I:\SO:\ and his "Zanonia" are a tourrh 
comhinatioll to beat nnder any circllmstances. 

Thermals were too weak for eross-countr, dnrillg the 
HJ.18 San Diego eontest. Robillson was the only one 
who decided to allempt it on Satllrday, Feb. 26th. 
Let's <10 along alld see what happened: 

"After losing Ollt on duration 1 elected to go cross­
country, via the slope wind, from winch tow. For many 
years soaring pilots have talked about trying to slope 
soar nurth along the cliffs from Torrey Pincs, going as 
far as possible, bllt no one had ever tried it. 

"There are several qualifications for such all enter­
prise: low tiue (giving the pilot a wiele beach on wrueh 
to land), sufficient slopc wind out of the SVV, a rew 
for retrieving, a 'do it now' inccutive. All the above 
cunditions existed at 4 p.m. on Saturday. A winch tow 
netted ahont 600 feet altitllde, which I increased a little 
over the hi<,h c1ills as T started north. Altitude above 
the beaeh was 1050 feet. 

"Th first break in the cliffs at Torrey Pines wasn't 
too noticeablc, but the next gap north of Del 'Ylar let 
me down to abOllt 300 feet. The slope wind would 
maintain my altitude over the clitIs, bllt normal sink 
developed ~vhile gliding aloug the beach in the gaps 
where there were 110 cliffs. I was letting down in steps 
hetween succeeding rows of din's, without ever re­
gaining any lost altitude. The cliffs became progres­
sively lower. So did 1. 

"Leaving Solana Beach I was unly 50 feet above the 
t'dge, and the cliffs are less than 100 feet. I stretched 
th~ glide past 'George's Place' in what I consitlered a 
hopeless attempt to reach the next hluff, which couldn't 
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have becn more thau 40 or 50 feet ltigh. :\lost f th 
lillie there was a good beach belo\\'. 'Vheu I rcached 
l'he bluff, the lift area of the slope willd was so narrow 
I c0111d leel it only OU my ri"ht wing. It was sustaining, 
hO\\'cver, and I "ailled perbaps 20 or 30 feet while pass­
ing cars on the bighway boulld in the opposite direc­
tion. Some of the drivers looked worried; others stopped 
and climbed out. 

"Ovcr a cove wh re several seagulls were soaring, I 
\l1;lna">u a couple of figure 8's and eked out a "Ria of 
40 feet. This sounds silly compared with altitude ffains 
for most cross-country soaring. However, this bit of 
gain llIal1c thc continuance of the Hight possible. I 
passed Eucinitas so low 1 felt I was intruding on the 
privacy of many homes with swimming pools. 

''It was an amazing feeling tu soar silently mile after 
mile, less than 100 feet ahoY(~ the beach. Soon it \Va. 

only 50, but I continued, expccting to land at auy mo­
ment. Scanning the beach for obstructions now re­
quired almost constant attention. Rocks I thought 
could bc avoided hy steering witb the rudder, hut fish­
ennen standin c, with thcir 
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poles pre.~ented a much 
greater problem. They might move at the wroug mo­
ment. S vera I did not even scc me as I passed silently 
,-0 feet over th ir heads. 

"South of Oceauside even the 20 to 30 foot cliffs 
Battened out into the sand, and I kncw that I must land. 
A soutl1bound Car on the highway ahead stopped. Sev­
eral figures, waving wikUy, jumped out. As they 
passed below me I reeo!'l1ized Mia Klemperer amI h r 
daughter. As 10 feet was hardly enough altitude, I 
slid to a stop 011 a very cleaT section of the heach below 
the cliffs. Happily the Klemperers were contest-bound 
and took me back '''ith them to contact John Olley, who 
was with mv car and trailel'. 

"This Hig!lt, which rcquired 22 minutes to cover 21.3 
miles, is not much when compared with thermal flights. 
But it will always be outstancling in my memory for the 
extremely low altitud at which it was accomplished, 
though I don't recommend such procedure!" 
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