
B GEOR E and M RG 

'1'1... aUlhor~ bail from ew Jer e)' have done J1Io~1 

or Ih,'ir ~oaring in Ihe genlle connll")' of Phi.lnd ·Ipbia, 
Elmira anrl "'"rl,boro. ArIel' a uu~illc~~ Irip to San 
F'ran"i~co, Ihey had an oppm·lnn;I.'· 10 (l). up 10 Bi8hop, 
Calif., for a ~oHring vaH·arion they will long' renH~mber. 

Ear'" one Salurday morning iu S.,plelllher an air­
lin('r ~'hi~kerl Ihem away fl'oll1 Ihe coastal fog and up 
over Ihe lop of Fresno. Harland RO>l~ of Bishop lIlel 
Ihem IIH,r,·, wilh hi~ Piper Clipper, c1imued Ibem 10 
] 3,000 Ct., and bronghl Ihel1l ,Irai~hl ac ..."~ Ihe tower­
ing Sierra Nevada Mountains. \Vo' pi,·1;. Ihem up a8 Ihey 
Ileal' Bishop. 

T ilE co.ulltry was ru~ged aIllI beautifu~. The..ast 
sidl, 01 the Slmras IS very steep and bIb uff un­
mediately to the Owens Valley, which at Bishop 

is about twentv miles wide, with the \"Ihite ~lountaiu 

l~ange on the ~ast. Once dear of the mountain peaks 
with their occasiollal patches of snow, lIarland turned 
ufI the engine, pulled up the nOs' until the propeller 
stopped wiudll1iJ[ing, and glided out uvcr the valley. 
The \Vhitc !\[ountains appeared to be just a short dis­
tance away. 1t was e\'ideut that we Bat-country people 
would have to be C<lreful or we would get caught short 
of the airport, and not by a little but hy miles-we had 
never seen such clear air and broad expanses. 

Soou we were ov r tJIG town uf Bishop, a pretty green 
patch on the extensive, arid valley Boor, so the motor 
lI'a' started and we prepared to land - 7500 ft. of l"l1l1­

way - a beautiful ex-service ReId. 
On tlte ground we changed our clothes, got the haro­

graph ready (so we thought), wcnt to tuwn for oxygen, 
iu the middle of tJle Labor Dav we 'kend Hade J. (If 
you ever go to Bishl p during tl{is weekend make your 
reservation for a rOom early!) 

Next we checked witlt tip \Veather Burean whieh 
maintains ohservers at the aiq10rt sixtcen hOlLl's a day. 
They ar~; very coop .rative and pretty well educated in 
the n ds of the soaring fraternity. The winds aloft 
\Ven~ moderate and swung throu<yh 360 0 as you went 
np, but worst of all the air mass was fairly stable. Then 
we luoked over Harland's TG-:3 which we had chartered 
for om lIights. It was in excellent shape, had been ther­
mally insnlated, equippl:c1 with oxygen, and made good 
~lIld tight in preparation for a dual high altitude flight 
in the Bishop "tanding wave. 

The first Hight \\las for orient'ltion purposes and my 
wife dntifully let me ]p the gnillea pig. Harland briefed 
us in Bishop soaring technique for reaching high ,1ti­
tude. \Ve were to release over the valley and get all the 
altitlide we cOllld before heading for the foothill" of the 
White ~Ilountaills, a good six miles east of the airport. At 
the foothills we were to catcb thermrds popping off the 
'lopes from the afternoon sun. With each thermal we 
were to work higher lip the mountains until we reached 
the top, which was 10 - 11,000 ft. and four miles fmther 
from the Beld. BUT-clon't fly up the canyons and 
don't land on the hack side of the mountains-it is really 
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TIl<' all,hor~ b'II'k Ea~1 wilh Iheir "·K. 
desolate and there is no trailer for the ship. Just to im­
pn,ss this au our miuds, we \V're tolll of a couple of air­
plane landings .in the high country and shown ~raphil" 

pictures. 
A little after three iu Lhe a ft 'moon Wt ,. ~ I C read\, 

for lak -off-first time ill a TG-:3, first time behind a B'; 
lOIVplan and first Lime in Californja. Tile airport alti _ 
t\lel is 4120 ft. above sea lev I. ( II aILitud',.. ,·•..:feITed to 
are as!.) 

r released ovt>r the airport at 6200 and worked a nice 
thermal to 8.500. This was it, so I headed for Silver 
Peak ill the foothills. After working rather hard, often 
close; to some ,ruod-sized mountaills, I reached the top 
of the ridge with 1.1 .000. This seemed the time for 
oxy<ren. The lift on the top was l~xcl~llent. sevcral times 
[ had GOO-feet [wr minutc climb. I worked several 
thermals and soon had a height of 16,700 ft. \,Vith my 
COllen "e" altitude now in the bag r set out to explore 
the Whit .\1ountain range aud heacled for the southern 
point of Bla ·k .\-lountain, elevation 9075. 

The TG-3 bandIed very nicely although it seemed a 
little heavy on the controls alter om L-K. I soon reached 
Black MOlwtain with a <:omfortablc distance between 
me aud the mighty peaks. or at least so it seemed after 
an hour Or more of Hying in this rugcred terrain. J now 
retraced my path up the ridge a dislance of .fifteen mil s 
to the Twin P aks. The lift continued good and I \ 
never below 12,500 after goiug on oxygen. Ou the way 
back J hit a rather rough but good thermal with fairl 
consistent lift pe<lking occasionally at 500 fpm and 
worked this oue to the best of my abilit , reaching 
17,400 with an outside air temperature )f -.5"C. In 
the bright sun, the ship, with its thel'mal insulation and 
tight canopy was surprisingly warm, and I was very 
comfortable even in mv shirt sleeves and without 
gloves. ' 

As the sun was getting down near the peaks of the 
ierra I headed out over the valley. There was a lift 
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