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Youth on the Wing
 
By GENE BARDWELI~ 

F IFTEEN-year-old Dave Sahler was getting a bit 
dizzy as he spiralled tightly in a robust thermal 
6000 feet ahove the Chemung County Airporl at 

Elmira. One of four boys in their early teens who 
learned to soar at the Glider Capital last summer, 
Dave had experienced the thrill that eve.ry crlider 
pilot enjoys whclI he saw the green pellet rising ntpid­
1)' in the 2-22's variorncter. 
. Hemernhering hisinstrnctor's words. Dave tightl)IH"d 
his tllrn to get the ship into the strongest part of the 
lift. This was the real thing! lIe was earning his "C". 
Iu 17 previous solo flights Dave llael not heen for­
tnllate ellongh to catch a thermal althongh he had 
soared on several o(;casions in dual flights with his 
instntdor. 

Just hefore Davc reached his cpiling. he had the 
pleasme or soaring (;Iosc to the 1-2:). It h,td climbed 
past him in the same thermal, widening its spiral 
to by-pass his utility, and it gavc him a great Ulrill 
to be up th' re with the sailplane. The day \\las one 
of tho:e dear to the IH",trts of all soarin(T pilots when 
the skv \\las fined with "<Treen" air. It wns a time when 
the ea'ger ambition which had tlIgged at the yonng neo­
phyte through 10 hotll's and 50 fli<Yhts of training 
rcachecJ fruition. Ill' had climhed morc than a nlih·~ 

into the sky; his spirits had soared even higher' 
The quartet 01 "kids" who completed glider train­

ing in 1948 marked the largest group of 'teen-agel's 
ev:er to take np soaring at \>ne timo at Elmira, \llIt 
they, were not the first boys in that agl'~ hr:lek t to 0111­

harknpou the fascinating sport. Hack in 1931 Bob 
Carev earned his "e" at the age of 14. Boh was a 
"bantam-weight" aJt(1 the Frankliu glider he flew had 
to h weighted with bricks to maintain proper ba!allee. 
Carev . wcul on to become an excellent airline pilot. 
as W(,'l1 as an enthusiastic participant il) soaring ac­
tivities. Dick Johnson is another airline pilot who 
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began Hying in gliders in Ids (~arly teens. He eamerl 
his "c' aud Silver "C" at th~: 10th 'ational Soar­
ing Contest when he was 17 years old. Dick conl'inucs 
to spend many ho1l!'s eaell year Hying sailplanes and 
presently holds the i\ational Two-Place So,Lring Recorll 
lor Distance (:)10 miles). 

Yonth Jlight tTailljng in glidcrs is carried Oil nnder 
Government sponsorship in mauy 0 erseas countries 
to the gr 'at benefit of aviation and the nations eOLl­
(;(~rtled. There the growth 01 gliding aud its pn~sent 

strong position C,UI be aLlributcd to this snpporL. In 
the United St,ltes we do not have Gnvemrrtent suh­
sidies for gliding. lnt ~rest in I'his phase' 01 aviation 
recently has lwen shown by the ivil Air l'atrol. Per­
haps this trend ma~' open the way lor some mnch­
needed ,ovcnUllcnt help to get American yonth iuto 
the a.ir. Until the time "il and when" such help is 
n aj\nble the law of sell'-presorvation-or rerpetnation­
deere.s that those lIOW adive ill ~he l1lovemPlit shnll 
devote tlte time, energy and fttltcls necessary to cnrry­
ing on a positive program of recmiting new gliclN 
pilots from 'tcen-age r'lnks. 

At a recent Na[jonal Soarillg Contest, the average 
age of competing pilots was :34. \Vhile this is evi­
dence of the tremen<!olls bold that gliding Itas on its 
participants-a grip which keeps them in it and at it 
over a considerable Ilnmber of years-it also sOlluds an 
alarming note. Till-'re is a dea;·th of reemits from tlte 
'leen-ag bracket. 

\Vhi] manv men take IIp gliditlg nnd soaring after 
tbey reach their thirties, one of the' Illost practical 
methods of building up the ranks of active glider 
pilots in this count,,)' is to hring into the game the 
thollsands d hews who are eagl"r to join the sport aml 
who arc to he fOlmd in ev(~ry section of the country. 

Every glider club and every indi\,icltlal soaring pilot 
shonld he alive to the need which presents a chalJeng-
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