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HOW A CLUB
 
PROMOTES SOARING
 

B K lL; lEVEE 

T HE Ames Soaring Club based at \Varm Springs 
Airport in the San Francisco area has heeu in exist­

ence for two years and is gradually gainin,g strength 
by i.nitiating new ways to promote the soaring game. 
One of our recent membership drives hrought forth a 
new idea which turued out to he most sllceessful. 

\Ve trailereJ my sailplane, a Bowlus Super Alhab'oss, 
to th, (niversity of California campus at Berkeley. 
Penniss.ion for a demonsh'ation had been !2:rantl,d bv the 
(, niversitv Business Office. At Cal. we set up thc" ship 
on one of the busiest corners of tIlt' campus and for 
about five homs talked our ]1Oad" off about soarilli! 'Iud 
the Ames Soaring Cluh. \Ve think we "got the word" to 
about 2,()()() students that cla .. 

T had made up a large po~ter ahout the Ames Club. 
with photographs of our TG-:3A in actiou. which proved 
to he a hig draw. T had also seut a nurnlwr of smaller 
posters to tIll' Business Office, to be plaeed on bulletin 
boards prior to our arrival, hut lCflrned that personalized 
supervision of the aunouncement posters would havf' 
heen b(~tter. Later we realized that a uotice placed in 
the c,lmpus daiJy, sev(·~ral clavs and several times hefore 
exhibiting the ships, might have helped to draw a stin 
hig,ger crowd. 

\Ve had 250 mimeographed forms n:ady [or distrihu­
tion. These showed a map and directions for gettinl!; 
to the soaring .~ite, and l~utitJed thf~ recipient to a Hight 
in tIle' clnb sailphlnC' for the mere 'ost of the tow-fee. 

The CaL excursion turned out quit. well, and we' hope 
to put on the same promotion at Stau[on1 in the near 
hlh.1re, where it should he even more successful. 
Frankly, we hav J fOlll1cl that although a tremendous 
number \vere intel'cstell in soarinl!;, onlv a few had 
money avaibhle for the purpose.' J 
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Anyone who wants to duplicate this project should 
consider the distauee [rom the site and the probable 
economic standing of the prospective memhers. CaL is 
ahont 40 miles from DIIr flying site, and bein T a state 
eolle,re is attended by a lTo(·)(ll.y portion of stud~nts who 
cannot afford th more expensive universities. This 
means that mallV do not have cars and therefore conld 
not tTclvel to w~ekend soaring sessions. Stanford, on 
the other hand, is <l ttelll1cd hy many stndents with 
"reater financial means and i.s ;H11v fii'teen miles from ,., J 

our site. 
\Ve definitely helieve the proj(~et is well worth carry­

ing out with all such potentially iutt~rested groups. It's 
quite surprising what pQople will 'rive up iJI order to 
lake up soaring. 

Cal. siudellls (·h.sle.· aronll~1 Ihe SU)H;r Bowllls. 

\Ve mad two other excnrsions, of a somewhat dif­
ferent nature, to puhlicize motorless flight. One was 
a double tow for abouL 30 miles to an airshow at the 
Oakland Airport. Some o,O()O spectators saw the ships 
(ow-hv, release, and then go into SOme gentle maneuvers 
hdort~ landiul:!;. ~ 

One of tJlC bi,r kicks of th show was the eonh'ast 
hetween Olle of 0111' sailplanes lazing along and floating 
clown, and then four [>·80's booting through at 550·60r 
mph. "VcU, everybody to his taste! 

SOARING 




