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T HE highly sucC'essful r vival of the ~\'Iidwest Soar­
ing Con test in July, LD48, was lwlt.! as part of the 
Toledo summer festival. Both the rmv and tJle 

:\avy had dedjned to pnt 011 the desired au'- show for 
the festival, and other plans were rejected as too expen­
sivp or not snlTiciently interesting to the general public. 
For the Aquarama Committee, the organization spon­
soring the festival, a soaring contl"'st proved to be the 
icleal solution, because of its low cost aud wide appeal. 

Fortunately, Johuny l\owak was Iiviug ill Toledo and 
agreed to he our Contest Din:dor. Throucrh his efforts, 
such old-timers as H. E. 'Frallklin and Emerson :\[elhose 
were persuacled to joiu the eon test, the fonner as Baro­
graph 'Illd Hules Official, the latter as Operatious Chief. 
l\ext we conlacted the CAA, worked out details \ ith 
the Airport r"lauager, Control Tower and \"'eather Bu­
reau, arranged for housin<f, towplanes, prizes, pllblicity, 
entl~rtainm lIt, aud wrote tlw SS:\ for information, sug­
gestions and sanction. 

After four ImUetins had beell sent to SS memhers 
in the i\lidwest area, cleveu entTies were received, and 
by Thursday night, Jllly 22, most of thc sailplanes were 
in the haugars at the Toledo lVlunieipal irport, ready 
for an early start Friday morning. 

Thursday lIi crht, illcidental1y, proved to be a little 
hectic for the Contest Cbairman. \Ve had writteu the 
Air ForCl: asking for a troop glider piek-up rl 'monstra­
tion, but due to certain illsnrauee and otber require­
ments we could not m(~et, lleadquarters in \ Vashington 
reCfrelted the invitation. The Test division of the Air 
For'e at \'Vright Field, IHlwlwer, promisl~d to send a 
C-46 transport aud a Chase cargo 'didcr O\'er from 
Davton, to arrin.' Friday afternoon. 

}\t Ci :30 Thursrlay e"vening the airport called and 
asked if 1 k1le\\' anything ahout a troop glide)' and tow 
plane [rom Greenville, S. C. 1 replied that I dicl hut 
that vVashington had told ns they eonld not eome to 
the contest-and that was as far as T ,rot. The airport 
informed me that fOlll'teen Air Force officers aud men 
were waitin" at the field for cars, if not a reception 
committl~c. A hnrried phone call arranged hotel rooms 
aud transportation for the nnexpeeted arrivals. 

Needless to say, this gronp from Greenville and the 
gronp from Dayton gave a splendid demonsb'ation of 
two different t~'pes of Air Force gliders and added a 
great lh~al to our three-day contest. 

At eight o'clock Friday mOnting the pilots were 
hriefed on local fielrl rules, Hight pattel'lls and general 
safety preeautiolls. Don Coleman of the '\\'eather Bu­
reau and Larry Thompson, fonner weather foreeaster 
in the Armed Services, forecast good soaring hy noon, 
or as soon as the temperatme had risen ahout ten de­
grees. \"'hen a gninea pig Hight at cle\len reported a 
fl'w weaJ.. thermals, the first clay's aetivitie.~ began. 

Johnny 00wak manag d to direct the over-all opera­
lion and at the same timp keep the pnhlic informed on 
everything that was happening From the "Iider opera-
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tions towl>r, a platform on the roof of a station wagon. 
The local :\aval Hcsen"e fmnished a power supply 
tl'llck with loudspeaker eqnipmellt. Communication 
with the ContTol Tower of the airport was maintained 
with a transmitter jn a private plane. OI1T operations 
could he moved at a moment's 1I0ticc in case of an 
change in wind direction. Everything was on wheel;! 

The rual job was done hy Paul Adams. He made 
every tow of the contest, as' our second tow plane had 
failed to arriVf'. Paul eve)) ate his lunch in the cocJ..1)it 
of the Stearman. 

Because soariug is relatively Ilnknowu in the Toledo 
area, it was dl~cicled to limit cross-countrv Hving to one 
dav, Satmdav. The remainder uf the cr;ntc~t was held 
in 'thu icinit~' of the airport to r,1\'Or tbe spectators. 

Eighte~~n tows on Friday produccd IllJ outstanding 
flights-on' hour and twenty minutes \ovas the longest. 
aud about four thousand feet was the hest altitude. 
Each landing formed part of thl~ daily spot lauding 
eOl1lpeli tiou. 

SahlJ'( lay morning was again overcast hut n good 
aftemoon or soariug was predicted. At noon a gninea 
pig f1i<1ht rt;:porte I widely scattel'l~d hut strong thermals 
anrl most of the coutestauts fIlerl cross-countrv Hight 
plans. Twenty-four take-oEfs were made. -, 

The Iarg st roal prize, five new automobile tires and 
tubes, had becn donated bv the hcm Chamher of 
,Ol11mcrec. Flovd weet, Dick Comev and Charles 

Kohls set their sights for Akron, 11,'} l1lile~ away. Others 
chosle' locations closer to the field bnt had to I:eturn he­
can.~ ~ or poor thermal conditions. 

Sweet. COl11ey and Kohls played around ovcr the 
airport for qujte a long time hefore starting o~f. Dick 
(;omcy gained altihldl: to .5000 feet, followed a cmvcd 
ehain of clouds in the lee of Lake Erie and mana<1cd to 
r -ach Akron. Flovcl Sweet and (;harles Kohls lost eon­
tael with this ther~al chain a\l(l lauded ncar ;-"fans!leld, 
Ohio, some 65 miles from Toledo. 

Sunclav turned out to he one of those davs that soar­
iug pilot~ dl'l~am ahont. By ten o'clock the sky waf 
doltl~cl with little puffs of white cumulns. This woul 
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