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A. Valene g<ws aloft ill a FI'PII<:h AIR-IOO a • Chief" . 
Gehrig<~I', 5e<·.rel>II·)' of tht: Swiss Aero Club, :£lags him off. 

T WENTY-EIGHT pilots met in the exciting In­
ternational Soaring Competition held at SamedaJl, 
Switzerland, from July IU to 31, 1948. 

.Fran 'e. Great Britain, and Switzerland were repre-· 
sen ted b~' teams of six pilots. The others were not as 
nlllnerolls, hnt Oll each team were internationally 
Iarnons pilots. Competition was expected to he 
mally tough. 

Sarnedan is a little village in the 25-mile-long, 
straight npper "Engadine," which is known as the 
most pictures<lue valley in the Swiss Alps. It is 
situatcd in the Southeasteru corncr of Switzerland 
Ilear the Italian and Austrian bord r. The people in 
this valley spcak their own Ianguagc, the "Homanche," 
similar to French, l-taliau and Latin. The native 
IH~ople nIso speak ;1 Swiss dialect am! German. If 
vou want a change, you have to 11ake just a five­
mile trip to St. tvloritz whcre you can hear as much 
I~nglish as you want. 

A long side valley joins the Engadiue ncar Samednn. 
At the coruer you will find the famous Muottas Mmagl, 
a ste'p hill rising 2500 feet ahovc the valley and with 
a cable car asccndiug on one sine to the hotel. The 
big Samedan airport at 5700 feet altihlde is at its 
foot. 

sli'ong wind often blows down the vallev. It is 
IlrImed "r.1aloya," aIter the first villagl~ at tl:o uppe]' 
l:nd of the Ent;adine. The iJalova is a local air enrrent 
and starts uSl;ally hetween 10 - .\f. and noon. Most 
large valleys have their own local winds and one can 
sOIHetim0s finc! two opposite wind directions in two 
parallel valleys ouly a few miles apart. 

During the war Swiss glider pilots found that the 

.'vlaloya gives you a good, fast lift along the ridges 
of the }.iluottas .'-Inrag!. A simple winch tow on the 
airport is sulficient to stmt yon on a seven-holu' ride 
in the wonderhmd of the mounhlins. In a verv short 
timE' Samedan became the "El Dorallo" of Swiss sail­
planc pilots. 

"VlleH the war was over melHbl~rs of the Academic 
I'lying Club of Zurich organized a competition with 
circuhIr f:Jights, go~t1 with retUrii IIights, and speed 
races. This was the way to have soaring competitions 
with little expense, no airplane tows, no retrieving hy 
car. In l!:J47 the Swiss Aero Club invited pilots hom 
all l'OlIlltries to cornpete in the first open Intcrnational 
En"adine Soaring "\Tcek. Twenty-two contestants 
represented seven eountrics and everybody \vas en­
tllusiastic. The FAI then decided to have its first 
intel'llational post-war soaring contest there in 1948. 

Pilots from Egypt, Finland, Italy, Spain, Poland, 
~lHd Sweden, as well as the: teams from France, Eng­
land, and Switzerland accepted. 

Everybody was sorry when the news came in that 
the expected Polish all(l Czechoslovakian teams could 
not leave their countries hecause of "technical diHl­
culties." It was also a disappointment to le,u'n that no 
Americau pilot would compet ' in the meet. Enropeal 
soari.ng people hear much about growing interest 
in this sport in the United States, and hope that, iu 
spite of thc big ocean in hetween, European and 

meriean pilots will meet in the future for friendly 
competiton and exchange of experience. 

Thc contest committee had dccided to organize the 
following events: 1. Altitude Rights, 2. Goa) flights 
(0J:tional goals), with distance awards, 3. Goal Hights 
with rehlrn, distance and altitude award, 4. 100 Km. 
speed race with distance award, 5. 100 Km. triangular 
spced race, and 6. Closet) ciJ'cular speed races with 
distance award. 

For many American pilots it might Sl~cm rather 
cumplicated to divide up a contest so. "Altitude gives 
speed, speed gives distance," you may think, "why not 
measme only the distance and you will fiud out who 
is the champion." This is certainly a way to do it, and 
in a flat counh-y it is undonbtedly a good way, too, 
Gspecially if adequate money is a vailable for retrieving. 

However, a soaring competition in a mountainous 
region is something else again. Mouutains make the 
difference in soaring contests that hurdles make be­
tween a horse race "and a horse jnmping competition. 
Tn the horse race, the best jockey and th, best horse 
will win, all vou have to mcasure is the time. In a 
horse jumpin<; competition it is thc skill that eounts­
the art 01 horseback riding. The same thing applies 
10 the Alpine Soarillg Contest. The pilot has to go 
through a cliHlcnlt test. One or two good performance' 
are JlOt enOlJl'h to make 11im win, it is lTlueh more im 
portant that he does not lost~ gronnd on a bad day. 
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