N\ self up by its bootstraps. We are now in a position to carry
out our basic functions properly, undertake new projects to

The Soaring Society of America has virtually pulled it- A R ] N G

expand your sport, bring more and better gliding and soar-

ing to more people. Whether we are able to realize these
objectives depends entirely upon you. JAe }ourna/ 0/

Up to the present time, the Society has been operating
on such a limited budget that its work has been severely
hampered. However, to carry out our activities on a cur-
rent basis we have recently invested every penny available
in setting up a central office with a secretary, an Associate
Editor and a full-time General Manager, all of whom are
now familiar with the problems and work of the SSA. This
staff is underpaid to the extent that it practically is on a
volunteer basis. Nevertheless, it is doing the work, and
during 1949 it will go all out to keep SOARING up-to-date,

The Soaring Society of America, Inc.
and
The Soaring Association of Canada.

and process new membership applications promptly. Vol. 13 March—April Nos. 3-4
Whether we are able to keep this staff together in 1950
to coordinate activities, publish SOARING and handle the The Cover ...... Gull IV over Samedan

day-to-day functions of the Society will depend directly on
how many neww members you are able and willing to sign
up this year. The SSA is your business. Today we are at

Swiss International ... .............. 2
By Rene Comte

the crossroads. Technical Progress ................. 4
By August Raspet
Publishing costs have climbed 100 to 300 per cent during The Midwestern ................... 6
the last few years. The fact that SOARING has completed By Ed Knight
twelve years of continuous publication and is now a senior How a Club Promotes Soaring. ... .. 8
aviation periodical is due to the efforts of a few who have By Earl Menefee
\heouraged friends and acquaintances to join our Society. Canadian Scene ... ................ 9

In 1948 some signed up as many as twenty new members.
We need everyone’s cooperation in 1949 if we arz to con.
solidate our gaius and be ready to advance further.

By Douglas A. Shenstone

. ] sy s . SOARING SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.
Instead of waiting until it is necessary to disperse and i , ] . )
Authorized by the Nationa]l Aeronauntic Associa-

decrease our activities, act now while your efforts will be {ion 1o exercise exclusive jurisdiction over the
: . sport of gliding and soaring in the U. 8. A.
most fruitful. 'We have no financial problems that would

not be cured by acquiring a thousand new members. E. J. Reeves. ... o Dresidem
N . Dr. Wolfgang Klemperer Vice-President

Right now we have the plant and the opportunity that Francis B. Compton Vice-President
has never been with us before. We have NC'd gliders, and Paul Schweizer ... . S Secretary
manufacturers ready to produce more as needed. We have 5. Shelly Charles . ... Treasurer
a goodly number of gliding and soaring schools. We have Richard Comey  Editor & Gen. Mgr.
at least a framework of SSA Chapters, Affiliates, and other John A. Macdonald ... . Associate Editor
soaring groups covering large sections of our country. August Raspet .. ... . Technical Editor
Now is the time for soaring to expand. To get the ball SOARING ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
rolling we need conscientious action on your part to bring A.N. LeCheminant .. . ... President
new members into the Society and place it on a financial Gordon Spafford ... Vice-President
footing that will insure its future. Barrie Jeffery . . .. ... . Secretary
K. MeGurk .. . . .. ......... Treasurer

Presently, it costs the SSA over 50 cents to publish each
of the slightly over 1000 copies of SOARING it distributes

. . Published bi-manthly by the Soaring Socicty of
each issue. If we had 2000 members, it would cost less than America, Tnc. 475 Main St, Cambridge. Mase.
- - - , Iintered as second class matter, April 20, 1948, at
30 cents a copy. Were the%e 3000 membe{s the cost would the Fost Offce at Boston, Massachusetie, under the
tall to about 20 cents. Think what doubling our member- Act of March 3, 1879.
hi 1d . he Soci d . b] h 1 Office of the Soaring Association of Canada P.O.
ship would mean to the Society and its ability to help you. Box 851, Ottawa, Canada.
. 3 . : - g . Membership in either organization is $5.00 per
The CAA has over 3000 licensed 'ghdel .pllots entered year, $3.00 of which is for a year's subscription o
n its files. Interest in our great sport is growing. We need SFAARING; L1§e membgglélgom the Soaring Society
. -, . . o merica, Inc., is .00,
\._/‘VGTY ghder PllOt* eVC'l_V WOUId_be ghder PllOt: and every . Material contained herein may T»g reproduced
potentially interested individual as a member. Our mini- in part or in whale, Dbut notification must e
L N given the Soaring Society of America, Inc. and
mum goal for 1949 is 500 new Active Members. proper credits must be given to “SOARING,

. . Th 1 of the Soari Saciety of A ica.”
The field is fertile. Do your best. R.J. C. ¢ Journa e Sociely mene






