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Trainer' for Ule )'onlh of Cz,echoslO"ukia - "Kl'ilja.lleks. ' 

To most soaring def,otees it must he illcollceitxlble 
that tIle sport can he ruled by f!0litical influence. The 
[ollOtcing article from behind the 11'011 Cllrtain tells 
of the stnwgle to de'fel0f! soarillg ill CzechosloJ:,akio 
against both the normal forces of nature alld under 
restrictiolls of German alld Soviet dominatioll. 

The Allthor (v;11O for his Olell safety is /lot 1I1l/lIed) 
lCOS expelled from t,he Czech Aeroclull due to his po­
litical opinions. Thus he was barred frol/l soaTing since 
a Czech lau; forbids any hut I/Iemhers of the elub fl'Om 
soaring actil:ities, 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA is just a little (;ountry situ­
atec~ at the crossroads of the might)' powers its 
territory otten occup.ied ant} its populatiou 

perseeuted. Even the development of Soaring has 
twic been interrupted by assaults from abroad; now 
it is agaiu suffering from restrictions eansed by the 
politieal jealousy which has beeome the world's illness. 

There was little or no advallee ill aviation until 
1921, when the first "Skips" were made with gliders 
in 13rno by a small group of university shldents under 
the leadership of lng, Hadrabus. Lack of fuuds, 
however, eut short this activity. Neither the public 
nor the offieials discovered the great importance of 
motorless Hight and, iustead direeted all attention allll 
mon y toward motor-Hying. 

Nevertheless, the "Soaring Group" of the zecho­
slovak Aeroclub was estahlished and began activities 
in 192;3. The First J ationa! Contest ill Gliding was 
held this year and thc wiuner, H, Baitler, achievccl 
these "performances": 

Time 54 seconds. Distance lOa ya.rds! 
The Seeond National Contest in Soaring a year later 

had better results. Col. Skala, flying the French 
"Dcwoitine," set a dnration mark of two hours and 
21 minutes and this contest probably marked the 
achIaI start of Czechoslovak soaring. 

The third conttlSt held in 192.5 came to grief when 
a gale blew up cluring the latter p,lrt of thc meet ami 
destroyed the tent-hangars alltl their sailpLnes. 

Thi~ blow resLllted in the loss of publiC interest, 
and with only aged planes n:maining, Czechoslovak 
soaring setLIed into do.ldrull1s lasting three years. 

The year 1828, hmvever, was a year of revival. Lnd­

vik Elsni, a young engineer, aroused the public and tb 
authorities. VVith elcmeutary training in Grunau, Ger­
many, he, attained his "c" and becallJe the first civil 
gliding pilot ill Czechoslovakia. This awakcncd pub­
Jil: interest and a meet'in" to reorganize soaring, heJd 
ill ] 9:30, was followed by the fonnaLion of the first 
sL' groups of nbout 30 pilots who became holders of 
"A" and uB" licenses. 

The first home-huilt sailplane made its maiden 
Hight in 1932. That year auto and acro-tow take­
offs were attemptcd by pilots ,in the "Kassel 20" 
and "Kassel 2,,)" both built in Czeehoslovakia under 
license. 

A year later Pilot Stejskal made the first renl thermal 
Hight, with a time of 45 miuutes. H.odovsky set a dura­
tioll !'el:ord of three hours four minuLes on a "hang." 

'nle aircraft factory at Zlill hcgan huilding cheap 
gliders iu HJ34 and these hecame the standard CLluip­
ment of every soaring group until the beginning of 
World 'iVar U. The Zlin-VIl, Praha II and the two­
seat EI-2-M were quite up to date, even if not COIlJ­
parable to high performance Germau types. 

Th ~ Natiollal Contests were Tesumed in 193.5 after 
nearly 10 years. Pittschak set a duration record of 8 
hours, 15 minutes, and Rodovsky took altitude and 
distance honors with flights to 2600 feet nnd 17 miles. 
The following year Purok advanccd the duration mark 
to 10 hours, 21 miuutes. 

Yugoslav cutries made the 183G Contest au inteJ 
national meet, and it was held under the auspices t,. 

the uew dcpa.rtment for moLorless Hight. The "Tulak' 
and the "VSB-;35" were amoug the high performance 
t)'l>es built iu this ye'lr. Pittermall set a uew altitude 
mark of 4000 feet. 

Czechoslovaks made their first visits to other coun­
tries ill 1937, Hying ill Austria and Hlum, Germnny. 
Prachar Hew GO miles anc! attained the first Czecho­
slovak Silver "c" while au the German trip, bnt 
all the Czech plaues wcrc damaged during tJle con­
test and two pilots were injured. ,zeeh exp0rienee 
was too "green" for international competitiou. This 
year nIso sn\v the first winch launching and the develop­
meut of the first Cz 'ehoslovak rnotor-powerecl sail­
plaue. 

The followillg yea.r was the year of national tragedy, 
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