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B
OTH th OfTic:ial and unofficial ;'\atioual Soaring 

ltitnd necords were exceed d twice in two 
<bys dllrin~ a sensational wave soaring expedition 

held at Bishop, CaliFornia, ov r the Christmas holidays. 
Panl ~llaeCready, Jr., of New Raven, Conn., climbed 

tIll' "Orlik" to 2U:500 fed asl (abov<" sea level) Ul a 
lenticular \Va ve condition from a low point ill free flight 
of 9,8fiO fect asl on December 31, ] 948. 

On the following day, John ]-{obinson of Arcadia, 
Calif., made the ontstanding f-J-iaht of the elltire two­
w<;ek expedition when he piloted the record holding 
Iloss-Stcphcns "Zanonia" to 24,000 feet above low IHJint 
and to :3:3,;100 feet asl. 

Since John landed at !\Iuroc Army Air Base and re­
turned to his hmn 0 the next day, r was unable to obtain 
an the highlights u1 his lJight. 

[it' too of]' at noon on J~l1IUar, I anr! \vas towed hy 
om BT- L3 to 10.000 fe<~t where he releaser! Ileal' NLt. 
Tom west of Bishop in the lee of the 'ienas. He 

limbed up on Llw wave and started Sonth where I 11<l<1 
pniJlted onl the hest type of cloud for his altitlld, at­
tempt. He was OIl oxygen for three hours and his 
canopy was it' d over for the complete Hight. He 
reached his h st altitude near Independcncc, Cali!. DUle 

to the Owens Valley becoming overcast he was forced 
10 fly south toward tJ10 <lesert and Iande<l just hefore 
dark at ~,1W'()e, a distan 'e of approximatdy ] 7.5 miles. 

Others present on the eXlwrlition at Bishop were: 
Fred ''''alters, arl ''''alt(or5 and Di "k Lvon with the 
''''alters L-K; John ~,racDonald anc! Bob 'symons \vith 
the Invo'Mono Soaring Association TG-:3; Dick lohnson 
with tile relmilt "Tin): r-,'lite." . 

ND R S 

Lew .\!lass and John Olley crewed for the "Orlik" an(1 
"Zanonia" respectively. / served as "JATCY'-Jack ( 
. II Trades Olfieial-doing towing, crewillg, olficiatin< 
etc. as needed. 

Paul tv'IaeCreadv was the first to arrive and staved 
the full two \.veek< SittUlg ont some very colc! days \~dth 
Lhe temperature down near zero. He mack some .-ink 
tests on his "Orlik" and hoth he and I flew the "Tiny 
Ivlite" to prnnollucc it very good. 

DlI1'ing the orst week two very weak u-onts passed 
and Paul made one Hight after clark, releasing at 10,()OO 
It. as! ancl elimhecl to ] :3,OO() before retumulg to the 
field and landed by the use of a flare and the field Lights. 
. lew' days later he was towed to the lee of the Sierra 
r-,·/OI.1lltain:, and released at f),OOO asl and climbed in the 
wa ve to J8,000 asl before the lift weakened. 

Alter cbee-king the weather on Decemher 31, 1948, 
ancl finding a weak front moving in from the 'lVest with 
high lenlicnJar clouds over the mountains, he obtained 
the winds aloft from the the morning balloon run. 

The slIrfac ,,-ind was lrom the South at 3 m.p.b. 
'rom there up to 9,()OO ft. asl it was light and variable. 

At J 0,000 ft. the wind was J 2 m.p.h. from th West, the 
v loeity iner ,<Ising np to 33 Ill.p.h_ at 16,000 ft. wldle 
the direction stayed practic.ally constant. From] 8,000 
to 20,000 ft. it was from ;300' at from 25 to 28 m.p.h. 
FrolTl 25,000 ft. to 4.'5,000 h. it gradually swung around 
from :2GO to 240' and the velocitv increased hom 32 
to 76 m.p.h. -' 

J'{ather sharp shears occurred between 12,000 ft. and 
14,000 Ft. the veloeit. jumping from J8 to 31 m.p.l' 
antI between 30,000 It. and 35,000 h. where the vt' 

ocity went from 4~3 to 75 m,p.h. 
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