
FIVE MEN 
AND A GLIDER 

B GEORG' GRUE
 

l\l .d~ar, wann (bys, people iu C<lllbern~, ustralia's

O atlonal capital, often seo a small ghdor soanng 
above the open country around the city, 1t\ tbc 

only machiue the Canherra Gliding Cluh possesses, but 
that doesn't worry tbo easy-going members, for there 
arc only five of them, and evcryono <fets a good share 
of Hying. In fact, with one man driving the towing 
car, another looking after L!1(; towiug cahle, allCl a third 
hl1aucillg the machine and its pilot before tlw tlke-ofF, 
!ll'arly e\'l-Tyolle has somcthill'r to do lor each Hiaht. 

Their machinl" is homemade amI thus illexpensive, 
II is au intcrrnediate sailplane tlwt OWl of them begau 
to huild before the war. In 1945, he and some hi "nds 
decided to begiu again aUll the dub was formed. ~ow 

it's workiug smoothly and happily, and every fiue week­
eud fimls them out ill the open, watching tbe wind amI 
waiting for thermals. 

The H\·o men could h<lnlly cornc hom mOJ'e divcrse 
walks of life. Arthur Powell, who did most of L!1e d"­
siglliug of the machinc and is the engineerillg "hrnin" 
of the clllb, is an instrnmeut maker, although at tho 
rnomc!.t he's \vorkin cr as a brick laver. Gurth Kimber, 
the only Englishman, is official s~oretary to the High 
Commissioner for the United Kingdom. He's really 
a vachtsman, but Canberra is one of the few Au.'tralian 

ibes which doesn't provide yachting, and now Kimber 
loes lJis sailing ill tIlt,; air. 

H.on Southwell is a beekeeper, who's often aW~ly, 

following the blossoms with a trnckload of hives; the 
S~IITW twck that goes 011' to carr the glider back \vhen 
someone can't get horne. Hoy Haymond is a g,lnlge 
hand, and lad, Cotterill is a civil servant. 

The glider has a span of 45 fed, a wing an~a of 1'=>7 
.,snare feet and ,In aspect r,lbo of .I ~1,4, The wing is a 
two-spar, semi-canble\'er type, and to make it took the 
spare time of four men for a year. it is easily removed 
from tlie fuselage, and is dismantlecl in tI1re-' IS-foot 
sections for easy carriage. The fuselage is 18 feet long, 
with a single wheel, and a skid uncler the pilot's cock· 
pit. .It has two hooks one in the nose for aero towing 
and ground skids for practicing takeoffs and a belly 
hook for allto or winch towin cr , Thc wholc plane 
w 'iglis 331 pounds. 

All launches arc auto·towed across one of thc big 
padcIo:.:ks ncar the Canherra airport using two thousand 
feet of steel cable. 

lemhers have set no particular records. An 11 IIr 

awl a half JLight is the club's best, Hut they're im­
provin(r as they go, and already kuow (lnite ~I lot ~Ibont 

the currcnts and thcrmals around the C~lnberra hills; 
notoriously c1i!T1eult [or airmen. Their hest dimh is 5100 
feet. ' 

And sO far th re have heen no acl'idl-lnls. \Vhcll 
they huilt the wing, tI1ey realizcd thaL no one was 

',lualificd to make delicate computations, so they chose 
" good thick wing section (Clark Y18), with a nice 
safc, thick spar. 

Alut1"ol/rfn DEPt· of ',l!ormnfJ"I,,)H 

Ro,' RaYlllolHI, garage hand. pUlling the ("o("kpit hood 
o\'cr Ron SOllthwdl. Leel,cepcl'. 

-\l! hut nile' of the Avillg illSlrull1cllts arc homcmade. 
TIIf' ir Speed Indicato~' \\~as once a milliampmeter, and 
is most dficieJlt down to five miles all hour. The Vari­
ometer, which lells ,,,hether the plane is rising or falling, 
.is of the Cohb-Slater tvpe. Its tauk is an old [our­
gallon oil drum, heaviJy' wrapped with hlankets. .Its 
illdicator halls were turlled from red and grcen tooth­
1>rJIsh handles. It works remarkably well. 1'h AI­
l-iIllcter, onlv commerciallv made il;strument on the 
IH)ard, is of the Kollsll1an s~nsitive t')1J:le. 

:-.Jcarlv aU the materials arc Australian. Main spaTS 
and longero!ls are of mountain ash. Hibs are of AlIs­
tralian coachwood, anl1 all plywood parts are made 
frolll Austr,dian coachwood ply. The wings arlcl covered 
with madapolam, generally used for pillow slips. 

Except for the ~Iddition of a perspex cockpit cover, 
the plau~ .is just as it was first made, ,1I1d has stood up 
magnificently to the wear and tear of two years' llse by 
rive cnthusiasts. Although the craFt .is housed in a 
ll~aky shed, forciug members to drill holes iu its fuselage 
to let out auy accumulated \vater, it's probable that 
tbere is "till plenty of soaring ahead for Callberra's five 
mall glidillg dnb. 

HAVE YOUR CONTEST SANCTIONED BY THE 
SSA. To avoid confusion and to derive all the 
benefits the organizing officials should write to 
the 8SA, 228 Boston Post Road, Weston 93, Mass, 
as early as possible, for a sanction for their 
event. (4. to 6 months ahead would be ideal.) 

BE EFITS OF A SANCTION: Free Advertising 
in SOARLl G, Minimum of conflict with other 
soaring events with regard to dates, Standard­
ization of Rules, Mailing lists fumished at cost, 
Write Up of event published in SOARING, Co­
operation of the SSA on matters of publicity, 
Aid in the Distribution of Special Bulletins to 
the entire membership furnished at cost, Fur­
ther Help by the SSA to aid in the success of the 
event in every way po sible, 
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