
Bill I;'ruleh) at tIle controls of Ihl' llrototype "] -2:~." 
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TI-IEHE has long been a need for a low priced, 
high performance sailplane-particularly one that 
is l'llgged, small and compact, and one with "ood 

performance under "light therma.l" conditions. 
Schweizer Aircraft Corporation feels that it has the 
,1Ilswer to this need in the ncw "]-23." 

This ship has bcen described as "a perfect combina­
tion tor wcekend sport Hying and contest competition." 

\'Vith a low rate of sink and <I. .'32 mph stalling speed, 
it can gain altitnde by making tight cir ·ks in the 
smallest of np-currents, and yet it has a cruising spe d 
of 75 mph. All this is done jn 43 feet 10 inchcs span 
in a ship that is completely metal. 

Althongh design of the 1-2;3 started in 1947, con­
struction 0 the prototype die! not hegin until mid­
May, 1948. Ry concentrated effort, it was "cornplet­
ed" by Jnly 4th in time to make its debut at the L5th 
National Soaring Olltest. 

It did not take lonl!; for Bill Frutchv of Elmira, 
owner oJ the I1rst 1-2;3, to demonstr,l(e its merits. 
Although almost hair of the Contest was over, Bill's 
perforr;ances in the new ship placed him well up in 
the runniug. This he accomplishcd despite being 
handicapped hy unfamiliarity with the craft, and by 
thc fact that the ship itself was still incompletc. The 
tail fairing was missing, a temporary canopy was used, 
and a temporary scating arrangement hampered him 

to the extent that it causcd the earlv termination of 
several [[i"hts. 

Howevcr, the 1-2:3's entry in the meet provide.d an 
opportunity to compare the ship with other sailplanes, 
On one occasion thc 1-23 and the :vlinimoa, aher 
leaving a thermal, Hew along tog(~th<~r for several miles 
at a sp~eed of 45 miles pCI' hour with no apparent 
dilference in sinking speed. 

On ~u}()ther flight, 42 miles werc made iu less than 
4.'5 miuutcs, This comhination oj' low sink and high 
speed established the 1-23 as a neal "all ronnd" sail­
plane, alld much is expected or it in future competi­
tion. 

On the day after tlw contest closed, many oj' the 
top pilots gavo the 1·23 a try. Johnny HohinsOl1, Panl 
VlacCrcadv. Dick Comev, Ray Parker, Emil Lehecka, 
Dick LyOI;', WaUy Wib;rg all~J "EJ" Beeves, all flew it 
and expressed enthusiasm I'or the design and per­
formance. 

Since th~lt time the company has been steadily flight 
testing aud experimenting with minor design improve­
ments so that now, with the 1-23 ready for production, 
it is a well proven sailplane. 

Thc 1-2,'3 is all metal in tho full~~st ,sensc .sin'o no 
Lahric cOH;riug is uSE~cl at all, a factor which makes it 
very sturdy and long lasting,· requires a minimum of 
maintenance :ll1d pro\Tides a maximum of resale value. 
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