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194,8 South",,,,. Soaring Chnnl1JiOIl John Rohin 'on ill lit . 
(:o('kpil wilh C"('w Cltiet' Johll Oll('~ ul hi" ~i(lc. 

THE J94 ). edition of til(' Southwest SO:lring Con­
test was a t 'picall)' w II-run, njoyaLJle reoional 
ev('nt held at 0JTAC Airport, Crand Prairie, Texas, 

from JnIy 24 through August 1. lL was hamper.d 
by thc lack of good long distance soaring wcathcr, a 
matter slightly beyond the sp01lsors' control. 

Sponsored by the Tcxas Soarin.; Association, the 
North Texas Agricultural Collerre Hnd the Crand Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce, the contest held the sanction 
of the Soaring Soci~ty of Am .rica. 

Saturday. July 24, proved to be the best Jay, insofar 
as weather \vas concerned. Taking advantage of this, 
Johnny Hobi1ls01l made the longest £light of the meet, 
a matter of 209 miles, to Kirkland, just three miles 
short of his goal, :hildress. 

Raymon Parker and Richitnl -Lvon succeeded in 
maki~g goal flights to Olney :\'Inlli~ipal Airport, 112 
mile away, landing three minutes apart. The ground 
crews of each pilot were on hand when the, landed. 

Dick Johnson set dowll near Par,ldise, 49 miles from 
departtn:e; \Vally \"'iberg flew two miles west of Rhome 
and Joe Irvine two miles west of Boyd. 1"lyill(J the 
"Screamin' Vliener," Boh Thomas c,une down near 
Scotland after a Hight of 102 miles. Bah was slightlv 
shaken on landing ~vhen the wheel bearing o[ the cralL 
froze. 

The remaining Contest days were not favnral 1<;: to 
good distance flights. Two factors hampered the 
soarin<T competitors. A daily inversion, preventing 

',1 thermal activit nntil a temperat~lre of VB to 100 
degrees was reached, seldom pel'lTIltt(~cl early takeoffs. 
Only three flights were started before 12:30 P.1'1., 
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C T. Thus much valuable time, essential t) record 
Ihgl ts, was lost. 

The second undesirable condition was rain, which 
occLilTed almost daily with storms extending ove.r large 
areas. These were especially prevalent in North Texas 
near the Oklahoma line. Man)' pilots were forced 
down in these areas since tlle)' were not able to pene­
trate or bypass the storms. 

Jul, 2R was scheduled for th International lOO 
h:ilolTletcr Speed Dash. Thc course lay b ,tween NTAC 
Airport, anc! Graham lvlunicipal Airport at Graham, 
a distancl' of about YO miles. nnt a strong willd uormaJ 
to th(~ J00 kilometer COl Lrse prevailcd on that da, 
and this. wit]1 the added hindrance of poor thermal 
activit)', C<llIsed cancellation of the speed dash aml the 
declaration of Jnl.v 28 as a "no eontcst day." 

The spe<:ial vent days, Sunday, Jnly 2.5, and ugust 
I, \vere sn<:cesf1l1 from the point of showmanship 
and the excellent manner in whieh Ule events wer" 
coordinated. Snccess can be attributed to the care­
ful phnlJling 01' Vangene Skiles and Panl AlI'lI as woll 
as to lh(~ skill of the contestants. 

John Robinson made the best altitude gained dlll'ing 
the meeL to win the $.'50 cash priz(,~ posted by th, First 
':ational Bank nf GranJ Prairie. HohillSon "ained 
12.8:50 feet with a maximum altitucle of: 14,.500 fc t 
above takeoff point. 

close C()lltelld~~r was Toe Irvine, who reached 
14,000 feel maximum wit I) a, gain of II,OOO feet 
qualiFying for olden "c" altitude. 

Dick L)'on \von the $JOO cash priz awardeel by 
the Dalworth Company and M.A.C. Builder, Inc., of 
Grand Prairie, for the Jongest two-place distance with 
passenger. Lyon covered 71 miles to nowie with 
Lyman \-\liarcl as his companion on tllC hop. 

~~isting tJ1C Contest Director was a stalE that de­
serves commendatioll: VCl'Ilic Ross of \Viehita Falls, 
in cbarge of Barograph am! Hecords; 'ed Lange, 
of t11e . S. \Veather Bureau, Fort\Vorth, \Vt~ather 

Forecaslt,'r; Vernon Fincher, of Dentou, Takeoff and 
Operations Chief; yman \\liard of Fort '\1orth, Con­
test Communicatiolls; Vangene Skiles of Denton, 
Spcct,1tors; and Paul Allen of Grand Prairie, Special 
Events; Tohn Hall of Denton, bid Tow-Pilot. 

TbrongllOut tIw meet the pilots exhihited fine sports­
manship and all seemed well pleased. Living accom­
modations and Jood provided at the North Texas 
Agricultural Colll~g' drew high praise. 

There werc nine clays of eompt.tition, July 24 to 
Aug. 1. No contcst points were awarded 011 July 25, 
Jllly 2tl, ami Aug. 1. Only a pilot's five bcst scores 
counted. Only those earning at least 50 per cent o[ the 
average oE the top three contestants points participated 
in the point award fnnd. 
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