
You moy feel he has you by the neck, BUT. 

DON~T USS 
YOU TOW PLOT 

B R P RKER 

T IfAT hlankcty-bhlllk pilot stalled me out an~: 
.,~:H me hanging on the end of, tlle tow rope. 

Or I he so-and-so was playin cr crack the whip with 
me at gO per." These are c(~mmon statements, and 
iu some cases not exaggerations. 

On Sundav afternoon operations, our tow pilot 
ll1i!rht be a .-U-hour man h'yin lY his hest to please 
everyoue. or a ] OOO-hour pilot with plenty of back­
ground. If a pilot with a minimuln of experience is 
towing us because he wants to be of assistance and 
docs wrong, it mnst he something quite dHlstic to 
make a prematur release neeessarv. If he is aivin" 
us a wild rioe, it could be our fault'il,stertd of ilis. C> 

Thorough bri 'Ilng of a tow pilot prior to a fli"ht 
will result ill a fairly accurate tow. At least it \~ilI 
he safc. . 

By briefing it should he nnderstood that more is in­
volved than m 'rely stating the desired towing speed. 
This information should consist of the arC:l in which 
th(, tow is to be made, the maximum degree of 
hank for turns, the desired air speed range and a 
dissertation on attitude flying teclmi pIe. 

II' the tow is made in smooth air, the pilot can hold 
a consistent spced and constant Tate of climh wi til 
little effort, but on a gaud soaring day, when the air 
is very turhulent, the uninSh'uctcd tow pilot "viii in­
variably attcmpt to hold constant air speed regnrdlcss 
of the up and down currents. This can only lead 
to a stall condition dne to the fact that a stronif up 
draft tends to increase the air speed reading on the 
tow plane. 

The unversed pilot, noticing this increase in air 
speed will consistently raise the nose of the aircraft 
to hold it constant. Due to the up draft, his rate of 
climb is automatically increased; raising the nose 
makes the climb greater, and the glider is usually left 
in a low position. As the g-lider pilot attcmpts to recover 
his pLlll up illdnces considerable drag on the tow plane 
causing both aircraft to approach a stalling condition 
just at the time when they are often leaving the area of 
lift and experiencing a fllrther loss of flying speed, 

The importanl poinl lu "el across to lhe low pilot 
is thai' he sllould attempl to hold the tm pia J(~ in a COll­
slant elimhing attitude durin" the tow, ralher than 
try to chase tlle neecUe of the air speed iudi 'ator al 
ovcr the dial. 

1n short, prior to yom flight sit elOWll ill the shad' 
of the hangar door 'lncl lry to visualize for yom tow 
pilot lhe conditions of the f1i"!tt to he made, tal..incr 
into consielerauun the pOUlts mentiollcd abovc. AnJ 
he ure that the subject i' covered tl/urol/gILly. 

It is seldonl that an exp<'rien 'ed pilot \\-iJl gi\ e 
'1I1 nnsafe to\\', Ahout lhe \Vorsl offense he \. ill commit 
will he to low in the wrong ;11' 'a. amI 'IS a ntle that 
will not be his fanlt. 

Like olll'sclv('s, most low plane pilots are human. 
Ci\e thelll [I hreak. 

Th ~r' is one lype of pilot or wJ,om yOll might h' 
jIISh!il;r! in thinking dark thonghts -the "Hot Pilot," 
Praise he, there arc not too lOWlY of them! Ile is 
usually insultcel hy your attempts to brief him be­
cause It' knows ~U tli ·'re is to kllOw alreaclv or so 
Ill: thinks. Your lJest tactic will he diplom;cy. II' 
that fails, yUll can resil71l yourself to a "just passable" 
low, or to staying Oil the ground until a tow pilot 
of your likillg comes :don a , 

U the glider pilot Slays bf:hind the tow pbne, 
there is very littl' aLout whieh the tow pilot can 
complain, but every ulider pilot he tows can find 
fault with his technique. A rather unbalanced situa­
tion, don't you think? 

So dOJl't CIISS him-hrief rum. 
I[ he still wants to tow as he pleases, regartlless of 

your instructiolls, there arc plellty of other power plane 
pilots. 

CANADIAN
 
SCENE
 

By DO CL S . SHE STO E 

T HE Peliclln, newsletter of Queen's Univer­
sity Gliding Club, announces that Barhara Ann 

cott, Canada's most famous figure in the sports 
wodd, k1S aecepted an honorary cluh mcmbership, 

Activity of this wide-awake cluL since April covers 
over son flights and 150 hours. During this period 
members acquired three new instructors and checked 
out five more tug pilots. Their best duration flight 
was one hour and 50 minutes and hest cross country 
was 27 miles. 

Ten of the cluh's solo mcmhers, realizing that the 
Cnll1<lu Baby loss deprived the club of a solo alider, 
have arranged for the purchase of another LK to be 
converted fOT solo use. By now, it should have 
been picked up, The C73, inCidentally, is being re­
paired this fall. 

Bill Frayn, Dick Baidcn, Gord Saunders and Boh 
Cuddy attended the :--Jational Soaring Contest at 
Elmira and brought a new LK back with them. c­
cording to SAC records these additions should bring 
the club glider strength to nve gliders. 

Ray Could, Secretary of the Thunderbird Glicl-
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