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M ONDAY-Flew lip from San Diego this alter­
noon in the Crniscr and was able to get iu almost 
two hours of cilIa! with Doc Smith, one:: of Gus 

Briegl .b's insb·uctors. Doc coa<;hed me through the 
t keoil' behind the big red BT-L3. Once airhlll'lle, I 
was able to do pretty well on my OWll, owing to SOIlW 

previous aero tow dual with Gus. 1 found the little 
inema 'IG 1A which we we::re Hying to be very sen­

sitive to control movements during aew tow, in spite 
of t118 fact that Gus flies the 131' at incredihly low 
speeds, llsually about 65 m.p.h. 

Doe told me to release after we had been towcd 
to a little over 1000 feet ahove the field (which IMs ail 
elevation of 21:;60 feet ]-,IISL), saying that we bad 
just passeu through a thermal. This was news to me, 
,IS 1 had been too intent upon keepin~" the Cinema 
under control to pay mueh heed to am rate of climb. 
He was right, however, and uurler his guidance the 
little sailplane slowly spiraled to a point several thou­
sand feet above our release ~l!titude. 

Here Wt~ hegan the jll0St important phase of instruc­
tion-that 01 teaching me to orient myself with respect 
to th' thermal. 1 had had. some previous knowledge, 
largely second-hand, of the signs hy which a thermal 
makes itself known to the soaring pilot-the raising or 
dipping of [l wing, the occasional turbuknce, the in­
dications 01' the 'lirspeed, altimeter and rate-of-climb 
(variometer) -but this was my Iirst real oppurtunit)' to 
practice. This proved to be a cornpletely fascinating 
<tame, and one which requires a high degree of eon­
centrati.on. r made many wrong guesses, often losing 
the thermal completely. 

After an honr or so, however, when '..ve had worked 
a number of thermals and had dirned to almost IO,OOO 
feet, 1 had aeCJuired what I felt to be at least a \vorking 
knowledge ()f thermal soaring, and evcm Doc d,­
dared bimseJr to be pleased with n y prugress. One 
Hnal thermal brought TIS to LO,300 feet ~'ISL, after 
whiel) we made a rapid descf)nt to l~l Mirage Fidd, 
tie-down and supper. 

Tuesday-It was hot at 10 .M., and hy 11 large 
dust devils he<t,1Il to risu from nearby 1£1 .\1iragl'~ dry 
lake; purrs of cUlnulus appeared bigh above liS. Gus 
decided that auto t w from the dry lake would IJe 
appropriate 1'01' the start 01' my first solo thermal Hy­
ing, inasmuch as I have had a good deal 01' basicaUy 
similar wiuch tow experil'uee, gained while ridge soar­
ing at Torrey Pinus, just north of San Diego. 

Soaring conditions looked so good that 1 (keided 
to take .along a sealed barograph in the hope of mak­
illfr tlle altitude leg of a Silver "C", despite the stTOng 
probability that in my inexperience I might not he 
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ahle to makc a SUCC('SSflll flight from a low altitude !... 
release, whup thermals are comparatively wl-,ak and 
highly localized. 

The tnw, made along the six-mile run which the 
drv lake affords, was Faidv smooth. \Vhen the Cinema 
h,(d reached an altitude :Jf about J 000 reet above: the 
lake, I noticed a sharp increase in the climb rate, from 
400 to about 900 feet ppr minute indicated, and pulled 
tl1e release. Then Came trouble. For fnlly 20 minutes 
I spiraled betwt~en 700 feel' aud 1000 reet above the 
around, boying dcsp0n1tely to locate a consistent lift 
area, allll resigning myself to the imminent necessity for 
retl.lrnin~r to the dry .lake bdore wind drift had carried 
me beyond gliding rallgl~. 

Then, suddenly, the jift became stronger, alld the 
Cinema was soon estal)lished in a thermal which pro­
duccd a quite uniform lift of betteT thau LJOO feet 
per minull:. Fresh confidence, l~ase, and a ftelin:r of' 
general CeSiludheit came over me as T watched the 
movemcnt of the altimeter hand adding thousands of 
feet to my previous position abovc ground. 

The steady spiral npward coillei l,d with a steady 
increase in the rate of climb, as the tllermal gaincd 
velocity \vith altitude. This condition hell( until 
the altimeter regi:tered past the ] 0,000 foot mark, 
at which time the rate of climb hegan to slowly de­
creaSe, reaching a zero rate at an altilTldc 01' somewh<\t 
over 12,000 feet MSL. 

Though somewhat dazl"rl hy 1l1)' unexpected SIIC" 

cess, I was able to relax still further and to take stnd 
of the situation. One of my first impressions was '-J 

that of being chilly; the light sport shirt which was 
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